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The Choice of Champions
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Contact Manager Terry Lee, pipe major of the Simon Fraser University Pipe Band—
winners of four World Pipe Band Championships, 1995-2001.
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Dear Editor:
A Tribute To Arran Campbell and the Scottish Community

It has been an incredible gift to be the parents of Arran Campbell
for almost 19 years. What a remarkable journey he has taken us
on. Arran has taught us so much about life. He has shown how
important it is to celebrate one’s culture, to go after your dreams
through strong determination, to build friendshipsat all agelevels,
and to give back to the community in a supportive and nurturing
role. He made a difference. At times, it felt asif we were hanging
ontightly to hisshirt tails, but often wewere at hisside, travelling
to many parts of the world. And when we couldn’t be with him,
others stepped in.

It iswith our deepest gratitude that we wish to thank the Scottish
Community both in the Okanagan and on the Coast. Our son was
influenced by the best people in the world. From the moment we
arrived in Los Angeles after his tragic accident, so many showed
their concern and bathed us in an outpouring of love. Callum
Hannah, who never left our side; Kate and Joe Foley, who offered
their hometo Arran; Seumas Coyne, who brought pipe band CDs
for Arranto listen to at the hospital ; Forest Cormany, who brought
Arran back home to us; the Los Angeles Police Department Pipe
Band, who played at Arran’s service at Huntington Beach; Sgt.
Bruce Bogstad, who arranged for the L.A. City Council to share
two minutesof silenceinArran’smemory; lan Whitelaw, who came
tovisit Arran with his daughter, Shannon, and offered to billet our
family; Bill Saul, who has known Arran since he was 6 years old
and flew down from San Francisco to see hisfriend.

Upon our arrival back in Canada, we were overwhelmed by the
outpouring of support from friends, relatives, the Okanagan and
Vernon Communities, the Kalamalka Highlanders Pipe Band, the
Kelvern Celtic Society, and the Simon Fraser University Pipe Band.
Our closefriend, Tom Skinner, and sister, AndreaMalysh, helped
tomakeArran’s*“ Celebration of Life” inApril, atruly joyful occa-
sion. The pipes and drums never sounded so good!

Arran’smentor, J. Reid Maxwell, and the SFU Pipe Band honoured
our youngest son on three memorable occasions. At hisservicein
Vernon, the band led the family out of the Church with one of
Arran’'s favourites— “Blackie MacLeod”. This tune eventually
becamethe SFU starting tune for their Medley at the World Cham-
pionshipsin August. At Piping Hot Summer Drummer in July, al-
most two hundred participants wore black T-shirts this year in
Arran’smemory. The band put on awonderful recital for our fam-
ily at Silver Star Mountain. Finally, on September 28 at the new
Vernon Performing Arts Centre, the SFUPB joined Isla St. Clair
from Scotland to create a benefit concert full of energy and love
for Arran. The lone drum on the stage during the Fanfare was a
touching reminder of his spirit. Terry and Jack Lee, along with

Reid and the rest of the SFU band put on such a performance that
it will be talked about by Okanagan residents for many years to
come.

The saying, “It takes avillage to raise achild,” has very personal
and new meaning for us. We have been so lucky to have Arran
raised in the Scottish Community here, in Vancouver, in LosAn-
geles, and around the world. We celebrate this incredible family
and say “thank you” from the bottom of our hearts.

Sincerely and with fondest memories,
Don and L ois Campbell

..... and your soul will never fade away, you'll live forever when
the pipers play .....

Lois Campbell, Isla St. Clair and Don Campbell
at the Benefit Concert in Vernon.
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Sustained Leadershipin Current Times

The last half of this year marks several notable anniversaries for peers and bands of our
Association. Pipe Mgjor Terry Lee of the Simon Fraser University Pipe Band marked his
twenty-fifth consecutive year asleader of the organization. Inleadership longevity for bands
in our Association, histenure ranks up there with P/IM Ed Esson of the Seaforth Highland-
ers Pipe Band and P/M Bruce Topp of the Delta Police Pipe Band (28 years), PIM John
Gillies of the Seaforth Highlanders Pipe Band and P/M Dave Westie of the Powell River
Pipe Band (26 years), and P/IM James W. Troy of the City of Victoria Pipe Band and P/IM
Archie McAffer of the Maple Ridge Legion Pipe Band (over 22 years). Also, the MacRae
family of Seattle contributed three generations of Pipe Majors to the Washington Scottish
Pipe Band for many decades.

Onthedrumming front, L/D Reid Maxwell of SFU celebrated his 10th anniversary with the
band, joining L/Ds of other competition bands such as Colin Magee (13 years with City of
Victoria), Davie Bruce (11 years with Port Moody) and Willie McErlean (11 years with
Triumph Street) in this club. Therecord for longevity here appearsto be L/D Bud March of
the Seaforths (18 years) and L/D Gwen Collins of the Vancouver Ladies (14 years).

Also this summer and fall observed the 30th anniversaries of the formation of the Grade 1
bands of Triumph Street and City of Victoria and the 75th anniversary of the founding of
the Vancouver Ladies Pipe Band. These people and organizations have had a profound
effect on the pipe band scene, somein their own communities and some on theworld stage.

Therearemany othersacross our jurisdiction who have not been in leadership positions but
who have dutifully served pipe bands for even longer years. To these people, we tip our
glensfor they are asimportant to the prosperity of their organizations.

However, it is the people at the top who ultimately determine the success of the organiza-
tion. It hasbeen said that the definition of leader isaperson who can bring peopleto heights
they could not achieve by themselves. L eaders have avision of what they want to achieve,
believeinit strongly, and arewilling to endure the “ thrill of victory and agony of defeat” on
theway toward achieving their goal s. But the most important part of agreat leader ishis/her
ability to frametheir vision and goalsin termsthat members can easily see astheir own and
take on with equal zeal.

When one looks at great |eadersin our genre of music, you will find that they have specifi-
cally thought out and planned their life around their life goals. Their work, family life, and
social activitiesare al determined to support the journey toward achievement of theselife
goals. However, it is their key ability to galvanize members behind common goals that
present continuing and increasing challenges that enables the process of working toward
life goals to propagate to each one of their members. Longevity for great leaders (and
subsequently long-time members of an organization) is never apursuit; it isthe by-product
of knowing that your life'swork is not yet complete.

People want to be a part of a successful organization because they feel their individual
effortscontributein areal way to something of lasting significance, beit material or social.
Their definition of success might be competition winnings, major contributionsto commu-
nities, or advancement in the personal development of people. What people see in a suc-
cessful organization isactually the vision of the leadership at work, multiplying throughits
members.

In atime when many people in society lament the lack of great |eaders and leadership, be
thankful that great |eadership relevant to you may be as close as your band practise hall.
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TheNorth American Championships

Perspectives on a Return after 20 Years

By Rob MacNeil

It was July 1982 when | was last at the North American Champi-
onships. That year with the Simon Fraser University Pipe Band we
won the Grade 1 event, our first international competition. That
day was not a particularly good one weather-wise. | remember
having lunch under the grandstands asthe rain poured down. Thank-
fully, the weather cleared for the contest.

Soitwaswith agreat deal of nostalgiathat on stepping off the bus
on the hot Friday afternoon, Reid Maxwell and | strolled around
the Gamessite, remarking what wasthe same and what had changed
fromthat day twenty yearsago. Back then Reid wasthe Lead Drum-
mer of the 78th Fraser Highlanders and that day marked the start
of each band leapfrogging the other in championship contests in
the race to become the first non-Scottish band to win the Worlds.

Competitor-wise, Maxvilleisthelargest Highland Gamesin North
America, and the fact that it is held in Canada should be asign to
Highland Games in BC that successful Games can take place on
thisside of the border. The Friday events are devoted to the senior
professional events such as the Piobaireachd Society Gold Medal
and Clasp (Canada), March, Strathspey and Reel, and the Former
Winners MSR. These events took place just off the Games site.
However, at the Games site there was amoderate amount of people,
swelling to significant numbers for the evening Tattoo at which
SFU performed.

The Saturday morning events clearly showed the dominance of the
piping and drumming. Therewere 22 platformsin use and the high-
land dancing, while in front of the grandstand, hardly appeared
significant. | arrived early to observe the events and was called
upon by Bob Allen, President of the Pipersand Pipe Band Society
of Ontario (PPBSO), tofill infor an adjudicator who couldn’t judge
because of an urgent work situation. | adjudicated a section of the
Grade 3 Strathspey & Reel. The PPBSO music requirements for
this event were 2 parts of strathspey and 2 parts of reel, whichisa
lesser requirement than the BCPA and ANAPBA Common Solo
Music requirements. | was pleased to hear astandard of play com-
parable to the Grade 3 on our circuit, indicating that grading deci-
sions are reasonably harmonized between the two associations (at
least for this grade). Almost half of the competitors played 2 parts
of 4 part tunes, my impression is that they could play the remain-
ing partsjust aswell.

The PPBSO requires adjudicatorsto include points on the critique
sheets and to include these points and rankings on a master sheet
that is posted. Many years ago, the BCPA eliminated points on
sheetswith the idea that competitors (and adjudicators) would fo-
cus on the comments not the numbers. These two different meth-
ods of posting results illustrate the particular emphasis that each
association’s adjudication committee places on the “full disclo-
sure” of an event’sresult.

The Professional Strathspey & Reel and Jig events were adjudi-
cated in a way that | had not seen before. In front of the same
adjudicator (Willie Connell), each competitor played their S& R
event, stopped and after a brief re-tuning played their Jig event.
Kudos to the adjudicator who can simultaneously manage the ad-
judications of two events.

Maxville Panorama

With an entry of 72 bands, the band eventsranin four arenas. The
Grade 2 Medley and both Grade 1 events were in an arena with
standson threesides, very closeto the competition circle. With the
large number of bands, the massed bands enter the main field in
sections, each section playing different tune sets. Each pipe band
association uses different massed band tunesand it isrefreshing to
hear these tuneswhen competing in other associations. The PPBSO
has a particularly long list of tunes to draw from, breaking the
monotony for bandsin their association.

Likethe Canmore Gamesin Alberta, Maxville hasahuge beer tent
that was packed right after massed bands. But that wasn’t the only
placeto have abrew afterward. There was a separate building that
served as an after Games reception centre for volunteers, officials
and dignitaries. And it too was packed. It isvery obviousthat these
Gamesknow how to unwind and have agood time after the prizes.
Whilethisismainly dueto thefact that most bands attending these
Gamestravel from adistance and stay overnight, wedon’t seethis
willingnessto“ ceilidh” at out of town Games on the Pacific North-
west circuit.

It isinteresting to see how a Games like thisis run as a business.
TheTattoo wasavery professional, diverse and entertaining show.
The souvenir program was comprehensive and colourful. There
werelotsof food vendors catering to awide variety of tastes. There
was a buffet lunch for all competing band members. The opening
and closing massed bands were well coordinated. And the atten-
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tionto government programsand VIPsisobvious. Thegrandstand
sportsthewell-recognized “ Canada’ logo, showing that somefed-
eral funding was obtained. A look through the program lists the
chieftains of the day since inception and it is full of prominent
Canadians, cabinet ministers and prime ministers.

Overdl, atruly great Highland Games, amodel for many others.

Simon Fraser University Pipe Band
North American Champions

Results of the Senior Professional Eventsat M axville

Gold Medal

1. James McHattie
2. Andrew Hayes
3. Robert Crabtree
4. Andrew Rogers
5. Jori Chisholm

Open MSR

1. James McHattie
2. Jori Chisholm

3. Andrew Douglas
4. Andrew Bonar
5. Ken McKeveny

Former Winner s Piobaireachd
1. Jack Lee

2. lain Macey

3. Matthew Turnbull

Former Winners M SR
1. Jack Lee

2. lain Macey

3. Matthew Turnbull

North American Championship
Gradel

1. Simon Fraser University

2. Toronto Police

3. City of Washington

4. Peel Regional Police

5. 78th Highlanders (Halifax)

John Recknagel’'s Books for the Piper

The Piper's Helper

A book of exercises to improve technique and execution. It breaks
down all basic doublings into the simplest form so pipers can
learn correct fingering and obtain necessary muscle memory.
This book has been sold worldwide, including at the College of
Piping and the Piping Centre. There is a CD available to accom-
pany the Piper's Helper, coverings all the exercises on pages 3-
28.

The Dance Piper's Helper

A collection of tunes for Highland and National dances, includ-
ing instructions for the piper how to play for each dance, con-
cerning length, introduction and tempo.

Wedding and Funeral Music for the Great Highland Bagpipe
A collection of both traditional and non-traditonal tunes for just
such occasions.

Pricing

Books: $13 each. CD: $14 each. Add $4 for P&P.

Special Offer: Order all three books for $32 plus $5 P&P. Add
the CD for $12 more. Or order the Piper's Helper book and CD
for $25 plus $4 P&P. Prices are in U.S. funds. CDN $ cheques in
the equivalent amount are also accepted.

Available from your local piping supplier or direct from:
John Recknagel, 4046 Brymond Court, Tucker, GA, USA,
30084
Tel: 770-934-3016 Email: classicbagpipes@yahoo.com

Bagpipe valuations for insurance purposes are also provided.
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from the

PRESIDENT

The following is the text of out-going Presi-
dent Kim Smith-Jones message to the An-
nual General Meeting on November 9.

First off, | would liketo thank the board mem-
bers, the committees, the stewards and other
volunteersfor their effortsthis past year. Al-
though it may not seem likeit, | want you to
know that the countless hours, the endless
meetings, and the hard work that must be put
in to organize and run an association of this
size, does not go unnoticed. | would alsolike
to congratul ate the solo playersand bands on
their success this past summer. | know, only
too well, the sacrifice and commitment re-
quired to be competitive in this “hobby” of
ours.

The BCPA has instituted a number of new
rules, regulations, and guidelines. Many of
these have been worked on for the past couple
of years, and now are being implemented. The
Board has, to its best efforts, communicated
these to the membership. Still, | encourage
every member to take responsibility and re-
view the bylaws, rules & regulations, and to
understand how the affect you or the band you

play in.

The BCPA continuesto take an activerolein
the Alliance of North American Pipe Band
Associations (ANAPBA). ANAPBA was
formed as a tool for the piping associations
in North Americato communicate and share
information. It has taken on the role of sug-
gesting standards of play in piping, drumming
and pipe bands, and has encouraged theimple-
mentation of Music, Grading & Adjudication
Committees within each organization. | was
fortunate to be able to attend the ANAPBA
summit in Toronto this past January. What
became abundantly clear from the presidents/
representatives in attendance, was the need
to keep each organization’sindividuality.

I will not be running for President again this
year. | have served on the Board since 1991,
and have been fortunate to work with anum-
ber of dedicated musicians and volunteers.

-continued on page 10

Mary MacKinnon steps down as Recording Secretary

At her request last year, Mary MacKinnon has stepped down as the Recording Secre-
tary for the Association effective with the election of new Directorsthisyear. Mary will
continue to be the Games Secretary for all BCPA sponsored competitions.

Mary has served as Recording Secretary for over twenty years and her home has been
the Association’s “Board Room” during this time. The Board is very grateful for her
service in thisrole and appreciates her interest in continuing to serve as Games Secre-
tary.

Annual Gathering Invited Adjudicators

The Association is pleased to announce that Bill Livingstone, Chris Armstrong, and
Gordon Brown will be the invited adjudicators at the Annual Gathering April 18 and
19, 2003 and will perform in concert on the Friday evening.

Bill Livingstone of Whitby, Ontario is recognized as the Canadian pioneer in competi-
tive solo piping and bands, winning the Gold Medal and Clasp at Inverness, the Gold
Medal and Senior Piobaireachd at Oban and numerous championship prizes in light
musi ¢ and piobaireachd throughout North America. Under hisleadership the 78th Fraser
Highlanders won the Grade 1 World Pipe Band Championship in 1987.

Chris Armstrong of Bathgate, Scotland is Scotland’s fastest rising piping star, having
won the “A” Marches, “A” Strathspeys & Reels, and Former Winners MSR at Oban
and the “A” MSR all before age 23! He is also a prolific composer and has produced
two best selling albums“Notesin MaHeid” and “ Quantum Leap”. For several yearshe
was Pipe Sergeant of the Grade 2 Torphicen and Bathgate Pipe Band.

Gordon Brown is the Lead Drummer of the Grade 1 Boghall and Bathgate Caledonia
Pipe Band and son of the legendary Tom Brown. He is the current World Solo Drum-
ming Champion, also having won thetitle several yearsearlier. In 2001, heled the band
to the World Drum Corps Championship. Gordon and his father run alarge and very
successful drumming instruction business.

M eeting on Future Plan for the Trust Account
On Octaober 5, ten members attended a meeting held to develop a future plan for the
Trust Account. The resulting recommendations were on the following themes:

* The BCPA Bylaws should be revised to restructure the Trust Account as an endow-
ment, with a defined purpose and a name to reflect the purpose.

* A defined amount should be drawn each year from the endowment for the Associa-
tion to grant to piping and drumming education projects and scholarships, advance-
ment of the Annual Gathering, and special projects promoting theart of piping, drum-
ming and bands. For the fiscal year 2003, up to $10,000 for these purposes should be
made available, subject to establishment of the programs and guidelines by the Board.

¢ Information should be annually provided to the membership on the progress of the

endowment, the distribution of the funds, and the resulting benefits.

Anannual fund raising campaign for the endowment should be established to encour-

age donations, including planned giving

* Submissions to private foundations and government agencies should be made to
obtain grants to support education initiatives of the Association and augment the
activities supported by funds from the endowment
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Other initiatives suggested were to expand the Annual Gathering
into a major indoor Scottish event by partnering with highland
dancing associations and other Scottish associations, planning and
developing a Centre for piping and drumming, and developing
education and trai ning programsthrough workshops, night schools,
scholarships, etc.

Pilot run of Grade 5 for Bands

The Board has approved a pilot run in 2003 for a new grade for
entry level bands (composed of beginner pipers and drummers be
they youth or adults). The grade will be designated “ Grade 5” and
the music requirementsfor Grade 5will beaQuick Marches Med-
ley (2 minutes 45 seconds to 4 minutes 30 seconds of Quick
Marches).

The grade will be first offered at the Annual Gathering next year
and at some Highland Games, at their preference. If two or less
bands enter in Grade 5 at a competition then the Grade 5 bands
will competeinthe Grade 4 event (still playing their QMM music)
and the best Grade 5 band will be announced during the prize
givings. Next fal, the Board and the Highland Games will deter-
mine whether to make Grade 5 an official grade for bands.

Special General Meeting
At aspecial general meeting on November 9, members passed the
following motions:

* That the first sentence of Bylaw 7.2 be amended to read as
follows: “The Board of Directors shall consist of the President,
Vice-President, Immediate Past President and a minimum of 6
to amaximum of 9 directors.”

* That the first sentence of Bylaw 7.9.4 be amended to read as
follows: “A director may participate in ameeting of the Board
by means of any communications means permitted under the
British Columbia Society Act provided that amajority of direc-
tors participating in a Board meeting agree to such participa-
tion.”

* That Bylaw 17 be added to the Bylaws to read asfollows: “All
complaints made by members must be in writing and signed,
and handed or mailed to the Secretary. Such complaintsshall be
dealt with by the Board of Directors at their next meeting after
receipt of same. The Board of Directors shall not be called upon
to take notice of any complaint madeto any member of the Board
or to the Association or other officer otherwise than as herein
provided.”

Annual General Meeting

Atthe Annual General Meeting on November 9, thefollowing Di-
rectorswere elected by acclamation: Andrew Bonar, David Bruce,
Alex Galloway, Bob Mcllwaine, Robert N. MacL eod, Rob
MacNeil, Colin McWilliams, Bill Meston, Duncan Millar and Dan
Weeks. At the first meeting of the new Board of Directors on No-
vember 17, the foll owing appoi ntments were made: President Rob
MacNeil, Vice-President Robert MacLeod, Secretary Duncan

Millar, Treasurer David Bruce. Kimberly Smith-Jones assumesthe
position of Immediate Past President on the Board.

Thenew Board hasrestructured its meetingsto be quarterly and to
be focussed on long-term planning and shorter term issues requir-
ing directors resolution. All other Association business will be
handled by individual members or new committees. The new or-
ganizational structure of the Association will be published in the
next issue.

Portland Highland Games as BCPA Sanctioned Competition
Following a meeting in Seattle on November 2, the BCPA and
Portland Highland Games Association are pleased to report that
resolution has been achieved on issues that enable the Portland
Highland Games to be a BCPA sanctioned competition next year
and on resources and services to be provided by the BCPA to as-
sist the Portland Highland Games and other Highland Games in
advancing piping, drumming and pipe band competitions. The
BCPA isgrateful to Michael Martin of the Keith Highlanders Pipe
Band for making space available at their practise facility for this
meeting.

Promotions

The Board is pleased with the transition to the new competitor
promotions system, part of the harmonization of competitor grad-
ing across North America. There were afew cases where instruc-
tors of competitors not included in the annual promotions list ex-
ercised their option to submit a promotions request on behalf of
their students. The Grading Committee has promptly reviewed and
processed these requests.

ANAPBA meeting

President Rob MacNeil and Adjudication Committee Chair Duncan
Millar will be representing the BCPA at the fourth summit of the
Alliance of North American Pipe Band Associations in Atlanta
January 10-12, 2003.

Among the issues to be addressed will be finalization of recom-
mendations for an Adjudicator Certification and Professional De-
velopment Program and further recommendations on harmonizing
solo and band competition rules.

Call for Revisionsto Competition Rules and Bylaws
Memberswho would like to propose changesto the BCPA compe-
tition rules and bylaws should submit their recommended changes
to secretary@bcpipers.org by February 1, 2003.
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From the President continued

Last year there were anumber of new Board members elected and
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge their contri-
butions to a busy year. However, | would also like to thank those
who built this organization. It istheir efforts that have opened the
gatesto the successes this organization is enjoying today. To indi-
vidualslike Mary MacKinnon, Angus Macpherson, Bill and Sharyn
Elder who have spent endless hours on the Annual Gathering, Mini
Gatherings, and Knock-outs. To the competitors Hal Senyk, Jamie
Troy, and Jack Leewho started alegacy of successthat continues
today. To pipe bandsthat set BC standards, fostering the legacy of
World Championships and titles held in BC today: Port Moody,
Triumph Street, City of Victoria, and Vancouver Ladies. To in-
credibly talented teachers like James McMillan, Fred Brodie,
Malcolm Nicholson and Jimmy Wilson.

Perhapsit is the relative proximity in date to Remembrance Day,
but it seems to me fitting that we take this opportunity to remem-
ber the history of BCPA, and those that gave their dedication to it.

Bonnie Ridout -
Newsletter Design and Layout

With this issue, Bonnie Ridout joins the Newsletter Team on de-
sign and layout. Many members will know Bonnie through her
children, piper Kirstin and drummer Kali. Bonnietakesover from
MelissaMaxwell, who for three years brought anew and refresh-
ing look to the publication. Melissawill continueto create News-
letter coversand provide occasional designideasto keep the News-
letter avisually interesting read.

Mini Gathering Scene - November 2002

<

Tuning Video:
Pipes Up!

A Tuning Tutor for the
Highland Bagpipe

By Jim MCGillivray

2 hrs, 20 min. (2 video cassettes)

$76°coN  $49%us

SHIPPING INCLUDED

Maintenance Video:

Pipes Ready!

By Jim MCGillivray

84 minutes
$65%coN  $38%us

SHIPPING INCLUDED

Expertise « Innovation « Consulting « Care & Service

Highland bagpipes ® Solo & band chanters ¢ Chanfer & drone
reeds ¢ Practice chanters & reeds ¢ Bags & bag covers INCLUDING
Ross CANISTER BAGS & CUSTOM FIT COVERS * Pipe cases INCLUDING PRo-Case
AND RSI Ross CANISTER BAG CUSTOM CASES ® Mouth-blown smallpipes
* Deger electronic pipes ¢ Bellows-blown Scottish smallpipes *

Lowland (Border) pipes * Northumbrian smallpipes

MiGillivra

PIPING PARTNERSHIPS

Phone: 905-726-4003 Email: piping@aci.on.ca

www.piping.on.ca

8

Select Bagpipes & Accessories

All our products are endorsed by Jim MCGillivray
including bagpipes by:

C.E. Kron & Co. * Dunbar Bagpipes * Ray Sloan *
John Walsh ¢ Richard & Anita Evans
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Robbie Burns Dinner & Silent Auction

CELEBRATE WITH CHAMPIONS

Simon Fraser University Pipe Band
Robert Malcolm Memorial Pipe Bands

Friday, January 24, 2003
Executive Plaza Hotel « 405 North Road « Coquitlam BC
Tickets: $65.00
Cocktails 6 pm ¢ Dinner 7 pm - Includes Roast Beef, Haggis, Neeps

For tickets, contact Laurie Kortschak at 604-536-5601 or lauern@shaw.ca

Check the Events section of the BC Pipers Association website

www.bcpipers.org

for coming events around the region
including Burns Dinners

BCPipers’Association Membership Dues

Make cheques payable to BC Pipers Association, and mail to:
Bill Meston «#28 - 3075 Skeena Street » Port Coquitliam, BC, Canada* V3B 7T4

Membership forms are available on the BCPAwebsite: www.bcpipers.org

Active & Associate ... $35cdn/$24u s.
JUNIOT e oo $28can/$19u.s.
Fami |y (group from same family and residence) .............ccoccoevveennee $50cdn./$34u.s.
Pipe Band .......ccccoeoenveerienree e $175can/$117us.
Highland Games Association .............c......... $200cdn/$134u.s.

BCPipers’Newsletter Advertising Rates
Commercial Ads (per issue)

FUIl PagE ... $130cdn/$84us.
Half Page ....ooveveeeeee s $70cdn/$45u.s.
QUAIEr PAgE ... $40can/$26u.s.

Classified ads and teacher listingsarefree!

Send material to Robert MacNeil:
email: editor@bcpipers.org
post: Editor, BCPANewsletter, 2913 Keets Drive, Coquitlam, BC, Canada, V3C 6J2
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Keith Highlanders Pipe Band Adventure in Scotland

By Darlene Lewis-Chinn

TheKeith Highlanders Pipe Band (KHPB) of
Seattle, Washington spent thefirst two weeks
of August in Scotland. The band had three
purposesfor thistrip: celebrate the band’s50th
anniversary, perform for events at the Clan
Keith's 1000th anniversary, and compete at the
World Championships. The band contingent
included fifteen pipers, eleven drummers, one
drum major, eight dancersfrom the Marian Webb School of High-
land Dance and over twenty family members participated in this
fantastic trip filled with performances, competition and sightseeing.

The KHPB has a unique relationship with a Scottish clan in that
the band is the official pipe band of the Clan Keith and the band
has had arelationship with the last four Earls of Kintore, who are
the Chiefs of the Clan Keith. In 2000, Lord Kintore invited the
band to participate in the Clan’s 1000th Anniversary and interna-
tional clan gathering planned for early August 2002. After delib-
eration with the band membersand our partnersat the Marian Webb
School of Highland Dance to determine viability of taking this
much timefrom work and families, the band decided to participate
in the Clan Keith events and World Championships as part of the
band’s 50th anniversary celebration.

The Clan Keith 1000th anniversary celebration and international
clan gathering was conducted 31 July to 4 August 2002 in
Aberdeenshire. Several hundred clan members from Scotland,
United States,
Canada, Australiaand
New Zealand at-
tended thisevent. The
KHPB performed in
parades, concerts and
social eventswith the
Clan Keith under the
leadership of P/ M
Greg MacDonald and
Band President
Michael Martin.

The band led the Lord and Countess of Kintore and members of
Clan Keith in paradesin Inverugie Castle and Peterhead. Thisin-
cluded a ceremony in which Lord Kintore received a “ Scroll of
Association” from the Peterhead city council as Lord Kintore's
ancestors founded the village of Peterhead. The band also led the
Keith contingent to adedication of anew Keith Cairnin Inverurie
that is dedicated to the 1000 years of this clan. This cairn has a
time capsule that will be inserted into it and clan members pro-
vided mementosfor thisbox; the KHPB submitted photographs of
the band and a copy of the recently published book on the fifty-
year history of the KHPB for inclusion in the time capsule.

During this time, the band also conducted concert performances
at: (1) Dunnottar Castle near Stonehaven, (2) Keith Hall in
Inverurie, including asolo piper performance from the ramparts of
the Hall, (3) Rickarton House near Stonehaven to commemorate
the dedication of aplague the band presented in 1997 to the memory
of the late 12th Earl of
Kintore, (4) The Stablesin
Inverurie (on the grounds
of the home of the current
Earl of Kintore) and (5)

Drum Castle near
Banchory (Clan Irvine's
hereditary castle).

Other social events in
which the band partici-
pated included a barbecue
at the Keith Hall estate in
Inverurie and the Clan Keith’sAnnual Gathering Meeting and din-
ner at Inverurie Town Hall. At aformal dinner at the University of
Aberdeen, the entertainment included Scottish Country Dancing.
L uckily, the Countess of Kintore had advised the band in advance
of this event so the band learned four dances (Marian Webb pa-
tiently provided uswith instruction). The Scotswere truly amazed
when the entire band and dancers from the USA participated in
these dances! The band also visited the Kinneff Old Church and
heard a special lecture about how the Scottish Regaliawere taken
in the 1651 from the besieged Dunnottar Castle and saved from
capture by the English forces by being hidden in the floor of the
church.

KHPB at Dunnattor Castle

On 3 August, the band participated in the Aboyne Highland Games.
Scotland has apparently had the wettest summersinfifty yearsand
this was the only performance day that we really experienced the
rain - we had to wear our Inverness Capes all day. The pipe bands
started the Highland Games in the morning by marching through
the village to the Games site (the bands left the starting point at
fiveminuteintervals). KHPB werethelast of the six bandsto march
into the Games gates and it was thrilling to be received so warmly
by the village and other bands. Four times during the afternoon,
the massed bands marched around the Gamesarenawherethe grassy
arenaturned into agigantic mud hole, while solo piping competi-
tiontook placelessthan ten feet away and athletic eventswere on-
going in the center of the arena, adding to the excitement, chaos -
and danger! The Marquisof Huntly wasthe Chieftain of the Games
and the Drum Magjors for the massed bands saluted him during
each pass-by. At 3:00pm, the KHPB performedin front of the grand-
stand and the exuberant crowd spoke volumes about the concert
(the rain even stopped for most of our concert).
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Whilethe band was at the Aboyne Highland Games, our Highland
dancerswent to adance competition near Inverness. All but one of
the eight dancers placed at this event and one dancer also wasthe
aggregate winner in her grade. We were quite proud of al of their
accomplishments.

The finale for the Clan Keith events was the signing of a peace
agreement as a symbol of atonement between the Clan Keith and
Clan Irvine. Although friendly in modern history, these two clans
started fighting over 600 years ago. At the Park Bridge over the
River Dee at
Keith'sMuir near
Drumoak, a site
near the start of
this feud, the
KHPB led over
two hundred
members of the
Clan Keith on a
half-mile march
tothebridge. The
Clan Irvine was
already gathered
on the bridge and could not see our approach. They could hear the
KHPB and when werounded ahill abovethebridgethe Clan Irvine
saw quite alarge Clan Keith crowd approach and stop short of the
bridge. Clan Irvine'slone piper led their Chief to the center of the
bridge. Thiswasfollowed by alone KHPB piper leading the Chief
of Clan Keithto the bridge, marching from around the hilltop down
to the bridge and through the center ranks of the band. The Mar-
quisof Huntly then witnessed the signing of the peace agreement.
Later that evening, adinner washeld at Coo Cathedra near Aboyne
withthe Clan Keithand Clan Irvine. Entertainment by asmall fiddle
orchestra resulted in more Scottish country dancing by the Clan
Keith, Clan Irvine and KHPB.

KHPB at Glasgow Green

Following these Clan Keith events, the band had a few days of
sightseeing. Most of the band did abustour seeing castles, histori-
cal sightsand the vistas a ong the route through Inverness, thelsle
of Skye, Fort William and Glasgow. Their tour also included at-
tending the Military Tattoo in Edinburgh. A few other band mem-
bers spent thistime in Edinburgh and afew otherswent to the Isle
of Skye Highland Games at Portree and the Silver Chanter
Piobaireachd Competition at Dunvegan Castle. During this time,
everyone continued daily practice of the tunes we would perform
at World Championships.

Everyone rendezvoused in Glasgow on 9 August and did final
preparations and tuning for the World Championships on 10 Au-
gust. The day of Worlds turned out to be sunny! There were ap-
proximately 220 bands and over 7000 pipersand drummersat this

event. Asthiswasour first timeto compete at Worldsand amajor-
ity of our drum corps had only been playing drums for two years,
our primary goal wasto qualify for thefinal. Therewereforty-two
bands competing in Grade 4B and six bands from each of the two
heats went into the final. We competed at Glasgow Greensfor our
Marches Selection at 10:10am and we all felt quite positive about
our strong performance. After we marched out of the arena, we
were greeted with additional applause from family members and
friends. To our surprise, the Lord and Countess of Kintore also
came to the event to support us and hear us compete.

By 11:00am, the results of the Grade 4B were announced. We were
ecstatic when KHPB was named as one of the twelve bandsin the
final and we had reached our primary goal! With anew set of judges,
we competed in the final at 1:40pm and felt we performed even
better than our morning competition. During the day, it wasalso a
super experienceto be ableto observe and cheer for the other three
Pacific Northwest bands that were competing: Simon Fraser Uni-
versity, Robert Malcolm Memorial Grade |1, and Maple Ridge.
KHPB was one of sixty bandsinvited to participate in the massed
bands event in the center arenaat 5:00pm where everyonelearned
the results of the day’s competitions. KHPB received 5th placein
our qualifying heat and 11th place overall out of forty-two bands
in Grade 4B. We knew we did superb performancesin the qualify-
ing heat and final round of which we were quite proud.

Overdl, the trip was a huge success and a lot of fun. Our perfor-
mancesin Aberdeenshire made the Clan Keith events quite special
and afforded us the opportunity to perform at many historic loca-
tions and events. Participating at the World Championships was
an absolutely incredible experiencein avenuethat isfull of energy
and enthusiasm. Key elementsto our musical preparation for this
tripincluded lotsof individual practice, additional competition band
practice sessions almost each week for the past two years and ob-
taining tutoring from Jori Chisholm and Duncan Millar. The in-
struction these two gentlemen provided has been extremely ben-
eficial and their assi stance and encouragement at the World Cham-
pionships was invaluable. The band members and our Highland
dancers returned from Scotland highly motivated about our next
performances and competitions.

(Editor’s note: Copies of the book on the Keith Highlanders Pipe
Band are available for purchase from the band. Contact Darlene
at darlenlc@attbi.com)
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NIGELALAKIJA

By Jan Mattock

Profile of a great teacher and a most unusual human being.

If themark of afineteacher
is the success of his stu-
dents, Nigel Alakijaisone
fine teacher. For thirty
years he taught piping,
piobaireachd included, to
very many students of
school age. He not only
taught them, but he trans-
ported, maybe eight at a
time to the various B.C.
Pipers competitionsin his
van, billeted them out in
different homes in
Vancouver, tuned them and encouraged them to play well. And
they did. He then packed them up in his van with their medalsin
hand and drove them back to Penticton. Then the whole process
started again. He derived particular pleasure seeing them do well,
and was encouraged to keep them going, which he did. And they
kept him going! This major undertaking happened several timesa
year.

Wheat kind of abackground gave Nigel the depth of personality to
make young pipers play a plane above their peers?

Nigel Alakijawas born in Glasgow, but did not know his parents.
Hewas brought up by the Cameron family who owned afarm just
out of town. He was expected to work for his keep and did so for
all of hischildhood. Hiswork ethic was established very early and
it hasbeen aboonto all hisstudents of piping. Mr. Cameron even-
tually retired and moved to Invernesswhere, at about twelveyears
of age, Nigel was introduced to bagpipes by playing with the Boy
Scout Band and taking Pipe lessons from Jimmy Grigor who was
withthe Legion band in Inverness. Hewasverrra, verrrastrict! He
expected the music to be played correctly and Nigel did so. Any-
onewho has been taught by Nigel knowsthat the disciplinelearned
as ayoung man has carried over into his work with many young
pipers. Hewasgreatly influenced by Pipe Major Donald MacL eod.

Eventually, the Boy Scout Band folded and Nigel attended the
College of Piping in Glasgow for seven years. He was taught by
the famous John MacFadyen and, of course, Pipe Magjor Donald
MacL eod, who he sayswere even morestrict! Heand Gladyswere
married inthelate sixties, and decided to leave the constant rain of
Scotland and take up residence in Dauphin, Manitoba, probably
the driest place in Manitoba or anywhere else! In Dauphin, Nigel
took over the Canadian L egion Pipe Band, formerly run by Jeannie
Harker who was pipe major of the once famous Heather BellsPipe

Band of Winnipeg. While there, he taught pipes and among his
students was Garth Neel who won the Marches event in Inverness
about 1978.

Having had enough of the“dry” in Dauphin, the young family left
for the beautiful Okanagan and decided to livein Penticton.

During al thistime, he was teaching his children, which, he says,
may or may not work. He cameto realizethat if hisyoung students
could not play piobaireachd, they would not fareaswell in compe-
tition. Never at aloss, Nigel contacted his old mentor, Pipe Mg or
Donald MacLeod who just happened to be teaching at the
Saskatchewan School of Music (Fort San) that summer. Donald
MacL eod taught Nigel and his daughter, Pauline, at the sametime,
continuing for many yearsafter he had gone back to Scotland. Nigel
has in his possession dozens of tapes sent by the Pipe Mgor for
teaching. His first piobaireachd was “My King Has Landed in
Moidart”. From then on, piobaireachd wasincluded in his classes.
While doing a lot of teaching, he was aso leading the City of
Penticton Pipe Band.

During thistime, Nigel’s profilein the piping community wasclimb-
ing. He began to judge pi ping competitions and has now becomea
sought after judge known for hisfairness and willingnessto speak
to competitors if they would like to do so. He aso declines to
become involved in the politics of piping.

Nigel believes that it is not necessary to be a top player to be a
good teacher. It is only necessary to be disciplined and expect the
music to be played correctly. Thistheory hasworked for him with
hundreds of students, his own three children included. They have
all played at a higher level by being taught by Nigel Alakija.

Recently, he made an interesting and valuable discovery. Gladys
located a cousin of Nigel’s mother. Sheisa 93 year old lady who
has been abletofill in the blanks for him regarding his past since
she knew both his mother and father. His mother is English-Scot-
tish and his father is Nigerian. Histartan is Munro, because, as it
turned out, his grandmother was a Munro from Stornaway, some-
thing heisvery proud of. He has visited his mother’s cousin three
times and has discovered acousin in Birmingham.

At last, Nigel has discovered why piping is a part of him, and he
hasdiscovered afamily he never knew existed. Nigel isstill teach-
ing and is very proud of Kristy and Cameron King who played
with the 2001 World Pipe Band Juvenile Champions, The Robert
Malcolm Memorial Pipe Band.
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RSPBA Meeting Communigue

By George Ussher and Al McMullin

Following this year’s World Pipe Band Championships the Royal
Scottish Pipe Band Association (RSPBA) hosted a meeting on
Sunday August 11 between George Ussher, Chairman of the
RSPBA, and Al McMullin, President of the Eastern United States
Pipe Band Association and Chairman of the Alliance of North
American Pipe Band Associations. Thismeeting was also attended
by Robert MacNeil, Member of the Board of Directors, BC Pipers
Association, Ciaran Mordaunt, Chairman of the Irish Pipe Band
Association, lan Embelton, Executive Officer, RSPBA and Kevin
Reilly, Convenor of Marketing & Publications, RSPBA.

Apologieswerereceived from Greg Gordon, President of the Aus-
tralian Pipe Band Association, Bob Allen, President of the Pipers
and Pipe Band Society of Ontario, Jenny Edmunson, Secretary of
the Pipe Band Association of Southern Africa, Kevin Blandford,
President of the Western United States Pipe Band Association,
David Noga, President of the Saskatchewan Pipe Band Associa-
tion, Paul McCormack, President of the Alberta Society of Pipers
and Drummers, John Geddes, President of the Southern United
States Pipe Band Association, Brian Hoel, President of the Prarie
Pipe Band Association of Manitoba.

The theme of the meeting was “The Future” and there was no set
agenda.

Discussion took place on many issues concerning the organisations
and agreement was made that we should all work toward closer
co-operation. There are already many areas of commonality be-
tween our organisations and we must strive to increase that. The
use of communication mediums such as the Internet must play an
ever increasing role in making available every item of informa
tion. Printed record and news should be circul ated throughout the
World using the present structured association publicationswhere
possible.

It was agreed to set up direct lines of communication between the
Officers of the various Associations so that issues can be quickly
addressed and a close working relationship can be devel oped.

A further meeting isto be planned for August 2003 involving, where
possible, representatives of all the known pipe band associations

throughout the World. This has been avery useful and productive
meeting and should be looked on as the first step of a new and
better future for Pipe Band co-operation throughout the World.

NEW! Now available from

VORTEX
STREET
MLISIC

Highland
Dance Beat

Campbell Naismith
Pipe Music for Highland
and National Dances

<D $20 us Postage and handling included
Vortex Street Collection (overseas orders add $5 US for airmail)
of Pipe Music Send check or money order in US funds to:

Campbell Naismith
Includes the dance tunes
High and Over, Colin Skyler
and many more

Book s 18 us

vortex street music
14679 carmel ridge road
san diego ca 92128 usa
email vortexstr@aol.com
phone/fax 858 592 9228

¢ -‘ 7. Blandford &~ Son,  /td.

IMPORTS FROM THE BRITISH ISLES
204 Orange Street, Redlands, California 92374
Phone: (909) 798-1060 (800) 686-1060
Fax: (909) 862-4344

Pipe Band Supplies & Equipment
Naill and Pettigrew Pipes, Premier Drums, Reeds, Drum
Sticks and Mallets, Sporrans, Hose, Spats, Bonnets...

Highland Dress Items
Jackets, Brogues, Hose, Belts, Sgian dubhs, Dirks...

Yes, we do mail order!

Kilt Rental Service
Bagpipe Lessons
Individual Piper/ Pipe Band for Hire
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SOLOCOMPETITORAND BAND PROMOTIONS FOR 2002/2003

At the conclusion of each summer competition season, the BCPA
Music, Grading & Adjudication (MGA) Committee reviews the
prizeswon by bandsand amateur pipersand drummersat the Mini-
Gatherings, the Annual Gathering and the eight BCPA sanctioned
highland games. The MGA committee recommendations for
regrading competitors are presented to the BCPA Board of
Directorsfor final approval.

With the BCPA Competition Rules revisions approved in March
thisyear, the BCPA has begun implementation of a“ continent grad-
ing standard” for solo competitorsand a“world grading standard”
for bands, as recommended by the Alliance of North American
Pipe Band Associations (ANAPBA). This means that solo com-
petitors and bands graded by the BCPA would be determined to be
in the correct grade if assessed by other ANAPBA member
associations (for solos) or by the Royal Scottish Pipe Band
Association (for bands).

Thus solo competitor promotions will be determined based on
assessed ability to successfully compete (i.e. have a reasonable
chance of winning some prizes) at the next gradelevel, not only in
BCPA sanctioned competitions, but also in sanctioned competi-
tions in other ANAPBA member associations. Band promotions
will be determined based on the upper half standard of the grades
at the World Pipe Band Championships.

Solo competitors and bands are not permitted to “self-promote”
themselvesto the next gradelevel. However, solo competitorsand
bands which have not been promoted may appeal the decision to
the BCPA ( secretary @bcpipers.org or fax 604-522-9697 or 6959
Halligan Street, Burnaby, BC, Canada, V5E 1R4) with a written
letter from their private instructor/band leaders providing infor-
mation and reasons as to why the competitor would meet the
playing standard for the next grade level. Similarly, solo competi-
tors and bands which have been promoted may appeal thedecision
tothe BCPA with awritten letter from their privateinstructor/band
|eaders providing information and reasons as to why the competi-
tor would not meet the playing standard for the next grade level.

After careful review, the BCPA Board of Directors has approved
the following promotions for 2002/2003.

OLO PIPING

Beginner (on Chanter) to Grade5
All piperswho played in Beginner (on chanter) to the maximum of
12 months

Grade5to Grade 4

Nicholas Henderson, Alastair Lee, Megan Angeltvedt, John Lee,
Noel Keyes, Tomas Peralta, Scott McDermid, Graeme Pratt,
Jessica Logan, Kyle Banta, David MacNell

Grade4to Grade 3
Jessicalbach, Andrew Hession, Ryan Angeltvedt, Callum Mathers,
Brittney-Lynn Otto, Kevin MacNell

Grade 3to Grade 2
Robert-John Houston, Robb Scott, Josh McLaughlin, Jesse Bills,
Shane Smith

Grade2to Gradel
Colin Lee, Micah Babinski, Kirsten Mossington, Blair Stewart

Grade 1 to Professional
No promotions

OLO SDE DRUMMING

Beginner (on Drum Pad) to Grade 4
All side drummers who played in Beginner (on drum pad) to the
maximum of 12 months

Grade4to Grade 3
lain Mack, Alex Moscrip, AlannaMacRitchie, Lee Campese

Grade3to Grade?2
Cameron Reid

Grade2to Gradel
Alexander Munro, Holly Tawse

Grade 1 to Professional
Grant Maxwell

OLO TENOR DRUMMING

Grade2toGradel
James G. Marshall, Michael Dykes

BANDS

No promotions
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PIOBAIREACHDCLUB

by Ron MacL eod

October 25, 2002

The eleventh year of the Club got off to afine musical start at the
home of Ron & Eileen Sutherland. Thisiswhereit all began one
wet November evening in 1990. Gathered around the table that
evening were Jack Lee, Peter Aumonier, Duncan Fraser, Ron
Sutherland and Ron MacLeod. The idea of a Piobaireachd Club
was discussed and agreed to. The purpose of the Club would beto
promote the playing of the great music in arelaxed setting for the
enjoyment of players and their audience. Most particularly, the
Club would create opportunity for young playersto performin a
venue other than a competition.

Has the Club lived up to its purpose? A resounding Y ES. One of
the great delights over the years has been to hear the many young-
sters blowing away with aright good will and then to follow them
asthey honetheir skills. A young Alan Bevan played Lament for
Ronald MacDonad of Morar to open the first Club session on
February 1st, 1991. Alan isnow aproud new father and respected
practitioner of the art of ceol mor.

Over theintervening years 107 different ceol mor have been played
in 264 performances. The Battle of Auldearn is a favoured tune,
having been played 8 times, followed by Lament for the Viscount
Dundee and The King's Taxes (7 times) and Lament for Patrick
Og MacCrimmon (5 times). Among the well-known guest players
were Malcolm MacRae, Angus MaColl and Andrew Wright of
Scotland, and, John MacKenzie of Australia.

Theevening got off to an excellent start with performances by two
young players. Elizabeth Dunsire played atune heard for the first
timeat the Club, The Blind Piper’'sObstinacy. Littleisknown about
theorigin of thistunethat someascribeto lain Dall MacKay. If the
composer waslain Dall, it may have been inspired by the youthful
incident in which he was driven by envious fellow learners at
Borreraig to take a 20 foot leap off a rock. Fortunately, he was
unharmed and lived to compose much great music over a very
long life.

Andrew Lee followed with The Piper’s Warning to his Master.
Theorigin of thistuneisalso lost in the mists of time. It may well
be, as some suggest, a salute that commemorates an incident that
occurred during the seige of Dunyveg in 1649. If so, Alasdair
MacCaolla, he of Auldearn, would have been involved and it may
well bethat itisaMacdonald tune.

Alan Bevan played a John Ban Mackenzie tune, Mrs. Smith’s Sa-
lute. The lady is shrouded in mystery. It is known that she was a
Highland lady who moved to Taymouth, the haunt of John Ban. It
isalso known that this handsome, strapping piper was a noted la-
dies man. All that can be said is that Mrs. Smith must have been
very special to have such afine tune dedicated to her.

Jack Lee played the Earl of Seaforth’s Salute. His rendition was
poetic and inspiring. One could hear the composer, Finlay Dubh
MacRae, pleading with hismaster Earl Williamto comehomefrom
hisexilein Spain, to crossthe seasin hisbirlinn and take hisright-
ful placeinthelife of hisclan.

Ed Mclllwaine closed the evening with Glengarry’sMarch, atune
thought to be linked to the burning of the church of Chille Chriosd
in 1603.

The date of the next meeting will be December 6 at the home of
Randy & Lynn Bullis. Call Ron Sutherland at 604-988-0479 or
Ron MacL eod at 604-538-5709 for information.

BC Piper’'s Annua Dinner

March 8, 2003

Silent Auction items needed!
Please email or phone Shaunna Hilder at
604-944-2311
shaunnahilder@tel us.net

B&C Highland

Supplies

Featuring McCallum Bagpipes and Accessories

“ A Sound I nvestment”

Mail Order Pipe Band Supplies
Chilliwack, B.C.
tel: 604-823-6608
fax: 604-795-2895
bchighland@telus.net « www.bchighland.com

Servicing all of your individual and pipe band needs.
Bagpipes, shuttle pipes, reeds, chanters, books, CDs, drums,
drum pads, sticks and other accessories. With over 40 years

combined experiencein every grade, we can help!
CallDoug or Kenanytime.
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Pacific Northwest Highland Games- July 27 and 28, 2002

The presense of many
Inverness capes on the
Sunday was one of the
most unusual images of
this year’'s Pacific North-
west Highland Games. Ex-
periencing drizzly weather
for the first time in
memory, the Games car-
ried on with good sized

entriesin solos and bands. The Gamestypically features adjudi-
catorsfrom Scotland and thisyear RSPBA adjudicator Jim Hutton
handled the magjority of the drumming events and bands while
lain MacCrimmon returned to the adjudicators circuit while on
vacation for a couple monthsin western North America.

started

On Saturday, a
couple platforms
werelatein getting
which
caused the piping
quartets to finish
just minutes before
the start of thenoon
massed bands.
Lead Drum Magjor
John Nichol and
his attending drum
majors again did a
finejobin marshal-
ling the bands for prompt opening and closing ceremonies.

King County Fairgrounds, Enumclaw, WA

Games Snapshot
Soloists: 178, Bands: 18

Weather: Overcastin the moming on Satur-
day clearingto hotsuninthe afternoon. Over-
castand drizzly all day on Sunday

Adjudicators: Jim Barrie, Rene Cusson, Dan
Diessner, Dave Hicks, Terry Lee, lain
MacCrimmon, Angus Macpherson, Keith
Paton; Jim Hutton, Duncan Millar

Grade5 Piping Strathspey & Reel “ A” Jig“A” Jig & Hornpipe Piobaireachd
1 Andrew Hession 1 Sean Van de Voorde 1 Peter Moran 1 Jack Lee
2/4 Marf:h A 2 Jessica lbach 2 Josh McLaughlin 2 Micah Babinski 2AI_an Bevan_
1Alastair Lee 3 Callum Mathers 3 Robb Scott 3CameronKing 3Alison Dunsire
2 Graeme Pratt 4 Emerson Dodge 4 Steven Anderson ) )
3 Tomas Peralta Piobaireachd “ A” Jig & Hornpipe
4 MacKenzie Warren 1 Andrew Hession Aggregate: Sean Van de Voorde Jig 1 Jack Lee
5 Richard Bakuska 2 Jessica lbach 1 Peter Moran 2 AlanBevan
) 3 Karen Dykes 2 CameronKing 3 Bernard Bouhadana
SowAir“ A’ 2/4 March* B” 3 Ben Parsonson _
1 Tomas Peralta Aggregate: Andrew Hession 1 Jesse Bills 4 Micah Babinski Jig
2 Graeme Pratt 2 Shardae Joy 1 Jack Lee
3Al_asta'r Lee 3 KaeenaMatheson Aggregate: Peter Moran 2 AlanBevan
4 Michael Gazeley-Romney 2/4 March“B” 4 Mark Mullaney 3Alan Walters
1 Ryan Angeltvedt -
6/8 March“ A” 2 Cooper Sims Srathspey & Reel “ B’ Grade 1 Piping Aggregate: Jack Lee
1 Tomas Peralta 3 Brant Wayment 1 Jesse Bills
2 Alastair Lee 4 Brianne Boatman 2 Nicholas Glover March, Srathspey & Reel
3 Nate Voelkel 3 Shane Smith 1Blair Cooper
4 JessicaLogan Srathspey & Reel “B” 4 Eric McAskill 2Elizabeth Dunsire Open Piping
1 Kevin MacNil 3Andrew Lee
Agoregate: Tomas Peralta 2 Ryan Angeltvedt Piobaireachd “ B” 4 Drew Dodge Hornpipe & Jig“ A’
3 Brittney-Lynn Otto 1 Shane Smith o 1 Andrew Bonar
2/4 March* B’ 2 Jesse Bills Piobaireachd 2 Alan Walters
1 Madeline Boyd Piobaireachd “ B’ 3 KaleenaMatheson 1Elizebeth Dunsire 3AlanBevan
2 Megan Angeltvedt 1 Brittney-Lynn Otto 2 Blair Cooper 4 Evan Stewart
3KyleBanta 2 KevinMacNeil Jig“B” 3Andrew Lee
4 AngusMartin 3 Cecily Grant 1 Turner Kirk 4 Jonathan Farrell Hornpipe & Jig*“ B’
5 DennisMcCarthy 2 Shane Smith ) ) 1Blair Stewart
Aggregate: Kevin MacNeil, 3 Shardae Joy Jig & Hornpipe 2 Marco Caturegli
Sow Air “ B Ryan Angeltvedt 4 Jason Thomas 1Elizabeth Dunsire 3 Jessicalbach
1 Madeline Boyd 2Kelly Fuller 4 KaleenaMatheson
2 Scott McDermid Aggregate: JesseBills 3lanBulis
3 Megan Angeltvedt Grade 3 Piping 4 Mark Tomasetti
4 Noel Keyes ) Grade 4 Side Drumming
5 AngusMacDonald 2/4 March* A" Jig )
1 Robert-John Houston Grade 2 Piping 1 Mark Tomasetti 2/4 March
6/8 March“B" 2 Sean Van de Voorde 2lainBullis 1 Alex Moscrip
1 Noel Keyes 3 Patrick Case March, Srathspey & Reel 3Evan Stewart 2 Lee Campese
2 Jack Voelkel 4 Emerson Dodge 1 Micah Babinski 4Elizabeth Dunsire 3 Aaron Copeland
3 Megan Angeltvedt 2ColinLee . . 4 CurtissMann
4 David MacNeil Strathspey & Reel “ A” 3 Steven Anderson Aggregate: Elizabeth Dunsire 5 AlannaMacRitchie
5TinaHamrick 1 Sean Van de Voorde 4 Will Nichols
2 Robb Scott 6/8 March
Aggregate: Madeline Boyd 3 Robert-John Houston Piobaireachd . - 1 Lee Campese
4 Patrick Case 1 Neil Hubbard Professional Piping 2 Colin Hearty
2ColinLee 3 David Hoffert
Grade4 Piping Piobaireachd “ A” 3 Alexander Gale March, Srathspey & Reel 4 AlannaMacRitchie
1JoshMcLaughlin 4 Matt Reid 1 Jack Lee 5 Jennifer Patch
2/4 March“ A" 2 Robb Scott 2 AlanBevan
1 Jessica Ibach 3 Alexal. Johnson 3 Andrew Bonar Aggregate: Lee Campese
2 Scott Needham
3 Andrew Hession
18
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Pacific Northwest Highland Games- July 27 and 28, 2002

This Games is the only one on the circuit to
featureaDrum Major competition each day and
it was anicetouch for the winning drum major
of the day to be given command of the closing
massed bands in the parade from the field.

On Sunday, there were large crowds to watch
the drum corps competitions. The bands per-
formed indrizzly conditionsand luckily therain

abated until after the massed bands had cleared

thefield. The announcements of the winners of the Grand Aggre-
gate awards during the closing massed bands was another fitting

end to the season’s competitions.

Grade 3 Side Drumming

2/4 March

1 Cameron Reid
2 ShawnaKeyes
3 SaraGalvez

6/8 March

1 Cameron Reid
2 ShawnaKeyes
3 RaynaWatson

Aggregate: Cameron Reid

Grade 2 Side Drumming

March, Strathspey & Reel
1 Kate Boyd

2 Alexander Munro

3 Holly Tawse

Hornpipe & Jig
1Ted McKnight
2 Holly Tawse
3 Stephen Farrell

Aggregate: Kate Boyd,
Ted McKnight, Holly Tawse

Grade 1 Side Drumming

March, Srathspey & Reel
1 Grant Maxwell

2 Richard Park

3William Gunn

Hornpipe & Jig
1 Grant Maxwell
2William Gunn

Aggregate: Grant Maxwell

Professional Side Drumming

March, Srathspey & Reel
1J. Reid Maxwell

Hornpipe & Jig
1J. Reid Maxwell
2 LouiseHansen

Aggregate: J. Reid Maxwell

Grade 2 Tenor Drumming

2/4 March

1 James G. Marshall
2 KatieMcKnight

3 Michael Dykes

6/8 March

1 James G. Marshall
2 KatieMcKnight

3 Michael Dykes

Aggregate: James G. Marshall

Grade 1 Tenor Drumming
- No competitors

Professional Tenor Drumming

March, Srathspey & Reel
1 Simone Reid
2 AmandaDarlington

Hornpipe & Jig
1 Jacqueline Middleton
2 SimoneReid

Aggregate: Simone Reid

Open Drum Majoring

Dress, Deportment & Flourishing
- Saturday

1 Laird Will

2 Bob Wiebe

Dress, Deportment & Flourishing
- Sunday

1 Laird Will

2 Bob Wiebe

Aggregate: Laird Will

Grade 4 Pipe Corps- Quartets

March, Srathspey & Reel

1 White Spot “A”

2 Fraser Valley “A”

3 Robert Malcolm Memoria 1V
WA

Grade 3 Pipe Corps- Quartets

March, Srathspey & Reel
1 Robert Malcolm Memoria [11 “B”
2 Washington Scottish “B”
3 Washington Scottish “A”

Grade 2 Pipe Corps- Quartets

March, Srathspey & Reel

1 Robert Malcolm Memorial 11 “B”
2 Maple Ridge “A”

3 Maple Ridge “B”

Grade 1 Pipe Corps- Quartets
March, Srathspey & Reel

1 Simon Fraser University “A”
2 Simon Fraser University “B”

King County Fairgrounds, Enumclaw, WA

Grade4 Drum Corps

Fanfare
1 Sir JamesMcDonald
2 White Spot “A”

Grade 3 Drum Corps

Fanfare
1 Washington Scottish “A”
2 Salt Lake Scots

Grade 2 Drum Corps

Fanfare
1 Robert Malcolm Memorial 11

Grade 1 Drum Corps

Fanfare
1 Simon Fraser University

Grade 4 Bands

Medley

1 Sir JamesMcDonald
2 White Spot

3Keith Highlanders

Best Drum Corps:
Sir JamesMcDonald

Quick March Medley
1 White Spot

2 Sir James McDonald
3Keith Highlanders

Best Drum Corps:
Sir JamesMcDonald

Overall

1 Sir JamesMcDonald
2 White Spot

3Keith Highlanders

Best Drum Corps:
Sir JamesMcDonald

Grade 3 Bands

Medley

1 Robert Malcolm Memorial 111
2 Washington Scottish

3 Utah

Best Drum Corps:
Washington Scottish

March, Srathspey & Reel

1 Robert Malcolm Memorial 111
2 Washington Scottish

3Utah

Best Drum Corps:
Washington Scottish

Overall

1 Robert Malcolm Memorial 111
2 Washington Scottish

3 Utah

Best Drum Corps:
Washington Scottish

Grade 2 Bands

Medley
1 Robert Malcolm Memorial 11
2 Maple Ridge

Best Drum Corps:
Robert Malcolm Memoria |1

March, Srathspey & Reel
1 Robert Malcolm Memorial |1
2 Maple Ridge

Best Drum Corps:
Robert Malcolm Memoria |1

Overall
1 Robert Malcolm Memorial 11
2 Maple Ridge

Best Drum Corps:
Robert Malcolm Memoria |1

Grade 1 Bands

Medley
1 Simon Fraser University

Best Drum Corps:

Simon Fraser University
March, Srathspey & Reel
1 Simon Fraser University
Best Drum Corps:

Simon Fraser University
Overall

1 Simon Fraser University

Best Drum Corps:
Simon Fraser University
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OVERSEAS RESULTS

OBAN

Senior Piobaireachd
1. Willie McCalum
2. Greg Wilson

3. Angus MacCaoll

4. Murray Henderson

Gold Medal

1. lain Speirs

2. Stuart Liddell

3. Douglas Murray
4. Stuart Shedden

Silver Medal

1. Innes Smith

2. Chris Armstrong
3. Ross Cowan

4, Matthew Turnbull
5. Louise Hay

Former Winners
March, Strathpsey &
Reel

1. Willie McCallum

2. lain Speirs
3.Christopher Armstrong
4. Allan Russell

“A” March

1. Bruce Gandy
2. Robert Wett

3. Gavin Walker
4. Jenny Hazzard
5. Nial Stewart

“A” Strathspey & Redl
1.Christopher Armstrong
2. Alan Bevan

3. Robert Watt

4. lain Speirs

5. Gavin Walker

“B” March

1. Ross Cowan

2. Neil Walker

3. Martin Frewen
4, Gary Watterston
5. Glenn Brown

“B” Strathspey & Reel
1. Gordon McCready

2. Brian MacKenzie

3. Ross Cowan

4. Simon McKerral

5. Neil Walker

Open Jig

1. Robert Watt
2. AlexisMunier
3. Greg Wilson

INVERNESS

Clasp

1. Dr.AngusMacDonad
2. Gordon Walker

3. Willie McCallum

4. Angus MacCall

Gold Medal

1. Bruce Gandy

2. lain Speirs

3. Allan Russell

4. Donald MacPhee
5. Alasdair Gillies

Silver Medal

1. FionaManson

2. Jonathan Greenlees
3. Martin Kessler

4. James Beaumont

5. Simon McKerral

Silver Star MSR
(Former Winners)

1. Alasdair Gillies

2. Willie McCallum

3. Roddy MaclL eod
4.Christopher Armstrong

“A” MSR

1. Niall Matheson
2. Greg Wilson

3. lain Speirs

4. Jenny Hazzard

“A” Hornpipe & Jig
1. Angus MacColl

2. Gordon Walker

3. Greg Wilson

4. Chris Armstrong

“B” March

1. D.J. Mclntyre

2. Ross Cowan

3. John Mulhearn
4. Daroch Urquhart

“B” Strathspey & Redl
1. Donald MacKay

2. Gordon McReady

3. Scott MacL eod

4. Simon McKerral

World Solo Drumming
Championship

Adult Section

1. Gordon Brown
2. Jim Kilpatrick

3. Eric Ward

4, Andrew Scullion
5. Barry Wilson

6. JReid Maxwell

Juvenile Section 3

1. Eli Fugate

2. Grant Maxwell

3. Alistair Brown

4, William Glen Homes
5. Steven Nelson

6. LeighKelly

Juvenile Section 2
1. John Henderson
2.Christopher
McNicholl

3. Scott Fletcher

4. Jason Hoy

5. David Murray

6. ChrisKarte

Juvenile Section 1
1. Sean Donaldson
2. Jonathon Hoy

3. Cameron Ward

Asinrecent years, the BCPA waswell represented
in Scotland thissummer by someof our local stars.
Congratulationsto all who madethetrip and,
especially, to these prizewinners...

Alan Bevan

Oban:
2nd - Open*“A”
Strathspey & Reel

Alan Bevan at Oban

Jori Chisholm

Perth:

3rd - Open ‘A’
Piobaireachd

5th - Open Marches

Glenfinnan:
4th - Open Piobaireachd
4th - Open Marches

Crieff Highland Games:
4th - Open Piobaireachd

Jori Chisholm at Oban

Alison Dunsire

Crieff:

3rd - in Open MSR
5th- in Open
Piobaireachd

Alison Dunsire at Crieff

Ed Mcllwaine
Aberfeldy:

3rd - Open Piobaireachd
4th - Open March

Ed Mcllwaine at Glenfinnan
J. Reid Maxwell

6th - Adult World
Solo Drumming
Championship

Grant Maxwell
2nd - Juvenile 3

World Solo Drumming
Championship

20
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Grade 1

1. Field Marshal Montgomery
Northern Ireland)

2. Simon Fraser University
Canada)

3. Shotts & Dykehead

4. 78th Fraser Highlanders
Canada)

5. ScottishPower

6. Strathclyde Police

BDC: Shotts & Dykehead

Grade 2

1. Ballycoan (Northern Ire-
land)

2. Robert Macolm Memoria
Canada)

3. Upper Crossgare (Northern
Ireland)

4. Bleary & District (Northern
Ireland)

5. Windsor Police (Canada)

6. Bagad Cap Caval (France)
BDC: Upper Crossgare

Grade 3A

1. McNaughton’s Vale of
Atholl (ensemble preference)
2. Lord Edward’'s Own

3. Killadeas (Northern Ireland)
4. Royal Burgh of Stirling

5. Syerla (Northern Ireland)
6. Tullintrain

BDC: MacNaughton's Val e of
Atholl

Grade 3B

1. Inverkeithing

2. Black Raven

3. Ballydonnaghy Caledonia
4. West Midlands Police
(England)

5. Finvoy (Northern Ireland)
6. Cottown
BDC:Ballydonnaghy
Caledonia

World Pipe Band Championships

Juvenile

1. George Watson's College
2. Lochgelly High School

3. Dumbarton and District
4. Paisley

5. Dunoon Grammar School
BDC: George Watson's
College

Grade4A

1. Killen (ensemble prefer-
ence)

2. Altnaveigh

3. Quinn Memorial

4. Gortaclare

5. Annsborough

6. Arbroath RBL

BDC: Mountfield

Grade 4B

1. William Wood

2. Aarhus (Denmark)
3. Corpus Christi

4. Duns RBL

5. Tweeddale

6. Gransha

BDC: Gransha

Novice Juvenile
1. Edmonton
(Canada)

2. Craigmount High School
3. Lochgelly High School

4. 47th Culter BB

5. Bucksburn

6. Kintyre Schools

BDC: Lochgelly High School

Juvenile

Full Report continues on page 26

Oot and Aboot

® The BCPA extends our congratulations to Bruce Gandy for winning
the Gold Medal at Inverness and to hisinitial instructor James W.
Troy. To see one’s student go on to win such a prize has to be one of
the most rewarding experiences for an instructor.

® The Triumph Street Pipe Band held a 30th anniversary reunion this
fall. Word is that the City of Victoria Pipe Band is having a similar
reunion. More to report on these events in the next issue.

® On September 28 the SFU Pipe Band, Scottish singer Isa$. Clair,
and representatives from pipe bands in the Okanagan teamed up for
abenefit concert in memory of Arran Campbell. Over 700 people
filled the new Vernon & District Performing Arts Centre for the
concert.

® More Ancient Clan Fraser kilts will be visible at the Highland
Games this season, as the Robert Malcolm Alumni Pipe Band
beginsitsfirst year. Under Pipe Major Rorri McBlane and Lead
Drummer Rick Caines the band is composed of graduated RMM
band members who want to continue playing at the Grade 3 level
and other players who share similar goals. More members are
welcome. Contact Rorri McBlane at 604-469-1806.

® Thisfal Elizabeth Dunsire and Andrew Lee represented the BCPA
at the two top North American Amateur Piping Championships, the
Nicol-Brown contest in Conneticut and the George Sherriff
Memorial contest in Ontario. Elizabeth placed fifth in the 6/8
Marches at both contests.

® On asad note, Jack Ironside Junior passed away in early August. For
many years, Jack and his brother Angus assisted their father in the
famous “ Scottish Shopper” storein Seattle.

® Dan Weeks stepped down as Lead Drummer for the Maple Ridge
Pipe Band. Kyla Richdale has been appointed the new lead tip.

® Wedding bells were ringing for Maple Ridge Pipe Band piper and
BCPA past President, Kim Chisholm and Phil Jones as they tied the
knot over Canadian Thanksgiving weekend.

Maple Ridge Pipe Band members on
(cancelled) Bridge of Allan Highland Games Day
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Techniques for Improving Strathspey Playing

Strathspeys are probably the most technically and musically chal-
lenging tunes in a piper’s repertoire. Although today’s competi-
tion strathspey is something that is unique to the bagpipe, it re-
mains strongly rooted in the dancetradition from whichit evolved.
This relationship is something that should be at the forefront of a
piper’smind when playing astrathspey. It isan extremely valuable
exerciseto play for highland dancing, or at least to watch and lis-
ten to a good dance piper playing for dancers.

Technique

Itisimpossibleto expressastrathspey effectively unlessyou have
your technique in order. This means not only being able to com-
fortably play all the movementsin atune, but also to play them so
that they fulfill their proper rhythmic role in the tune. Grips,
Teorluaths, and other movementswith low G grace notes must be
full and strong (i.e. without | etting your little finger come up early
on the second low G). The G grace note of each Tachum must be
played sgquarely on the beat - especially when there are two or
more Tachums in arow. Hachums must be strong and open - i.e.
the two notes of the doubling should be exactly the same length:

by Alan Bevan

2and 4 as“up” beats (hence the “lift”). Sometimesthe remedy is
assimple astapping your foot abit more gently on the weak beats
- piping publications are full of letters from cranky old codgers
complaining that solo pipers stomp their feet to loud, and they
have a hit of a point. The second trap people fall into isthat they
play too round on beats 2 and 4, and lose the snap. Remember that
the weak beats set up the strong ones, so if you are sloppy with
your dots and cuts, you won't have as much impact when you hit
the next strong beat. The comments made by Kevin Blandford last
issue in regards to exaggerating the dots and cuts in 6/8 marches
also hold truefor strathspeys. Thisbar, taken from Caber Feidh, is
typically written:
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o
o
o
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o
o
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_ laved One further thought: triplet runs in strathspeys, as written in the
written piay Scots Guards books, are rarely played as triplets. Far more often
. they are played with the same rhythm as a Hachum:
Expression

Strathspeys are played in common time, meaning that there are
four beats per bar, and the quarter note getsafull beat. The beat is
fairly elastic, resulting in there being heavy or strong beats, and
light or weak beats. Most of us are familiar with the trusty old
Srong, Weak, Medium, Weak formula for expressing strathspeys.
It doesn’t dways fit (for example, thereareM W SW and SW S
W bars), but it isagood starting off point if not followed too slav-
ishly. In my experience as ateacher, an adjudicator, and alistener,
| have often found that people have no problem holding the strong
beats; it'sthe weak beats that are usually the problem. Remember
that you are trying to keep an imaginary dancer airborne as much
of thetime as possible - so relentlessly stomping out strong beats
cannot be the full answer. If you get “strathspey lacking lift” on
your adjudication sheets, it is a good sign that you need to pay
more attention to beats 2 and 4.

There are two quite common ways that people go astray: Thefirst
isthat people often fall into the trap of holding EVERY beat (SS
S S!). Contrast isthe key. | tell my students to think of the beat as
anelastic: You stretchit for the strong beats, and let it relax intoits
original shapefor the weak beats. It isalso useful to think of beats

ﬁ 73\ ﬁ
& %
ANV ANV
) g [
written usually played

Final Thoughts

One of the best ways to perfect your strathspey expression is to
listen to great strathspey playersand try to internalize thefeel. No
two pipers express exactly alike, so you can always learn from
hearing someone else play. And try playing for dancing oncein a
while. It can be areal eye-opener.

Alan Bevan is a member of the SFU Pipe Band. He won the ‘A
Strathspey and Reel at Invernessin 1998, and placed second in
the same event at Oban this year. He won the BCPA Grand
Aggregate for Professional Piping in 2000, 2001 and 2002.
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www.highlanddrums.com

New drums, Refurbished drums,
Shells refinished, Will take trade-ins

149 Robin Street, North Versailles, PA 15137

412-824-7816

mhumph6557@aol.com

MasterCard, Visa and American Express accepted

—

Strike GOLD with

BAGPIPE MUSIC WRITER GOLD
for Windows 95, 98 and NT 3.51 and higher

Want your tunes to look like they were printed in a music book and sound like they are being

played by a very good piper on a great bagpipe? Then choose Bagpipe Music Writer GOLD.
The preferred choice of hundreds of pipers, bands and for 12 professional music books is now
available for 32 bit Windows versions.

(including all piobaireachd abbreviations)

* On-screen music view
* Extensive page layout, font and playing options

* Real chanter & drones sound with certain sound cards

* 100 page printed manual with tutorial & reference guides
* On-line Help file reflects printed manual
* Print multiple tunes on single or multiple pages

* Play tunes together in a medley (with tempo changes)
* Link/embed bagpipe music in other Windows programs
* Compatible with all previous Bagpipe Music Writer files

A4 ﬁ

——"t]
10

A

e R

’@—lﬂ'ﬂr =

* Print and play any type of light music and piobaireachd

Available from Piping suppliers or direct from:
(*add $4 p&p, and GST & PST where applicable.)

The only bagpipe music engraving and playing program you'll ever need.

| N

Bagpipe Music Writer GOLD
$99 US $145Cdn

ALSO
Special Upgrade Price for
Registered Users!
(see homepage for details)

Robert MacNeil Musicworks

2913 Keets Drive

Coquitlam, BC, Canada, V3C 6J2

Tel: 604-552-5674 Fax: 604-552-5675
Email: rmm@istar.ca

Web Page: http://lhome.istar.cal~rmm
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D.Naill & Co.

The heart and sole
of your performance!

A DNV, OF THONAS DONALSON LT, 5T, 1965
835 Englewood Ave, Buffalo, NY 14223 e 716-874-6064 Fax 716-874-0524 e www.BritishShop.com
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The BCPA welcomes our newest member s!

James Barrie ........cccoeeeeeiiiiiiies Duncan, BC
Jami L. Bills ....oooooiiiiiiiiiiiiii Wasilla, AK
Jessie Walker Bills ..........ccooveeeennnne Wasilla, AK
Bruce Neil Black ........................ Ellensburg, WA
Lynn BUlliS ...ooeviiiiii Tsawwassen, BC
Timothy Byron ..........ccccevvveveeeeeeennenn. Langley, BC
Celtic Dragon Pipe Band ............... Missoula, MT
lanDailey........cccoooeiiiiiiiiiiiis Maple Ridge, BC
Dan DIieSSNer.......ccccvviveieveeiiiiiinne. Portland, OR
Andrew Douglas .........ccccuveiiieeennnenn. Marietta, NY
Jill DYKeS .....ooooiiiiiiiiiieeeee Pitt Meadows, BC
John Dykes.......ccccuvvvvieveeeennenn. Pitt Meadows, BC
Andrew Finley ............ooooiiiiiiiinns Gresham, OR
Benjamin Finley ..........cccoooeiiiinnne Gresham, OR
Fort St. John Rotary P.B. ......... Fort St. John, BC
Linda FOSLer ......cvevieieiiiiiiiiis Courtenay, BC
Cliff FOUNIEN ... Surrey, BC
Donna Fournier..........ccccooeiiiiiciininins Surrey, BC
Matthew Fournier.............oooeeiivninnns Surrey, BC
Rachel Fournier ..........ccccoooiiiiiiiininies Surrey, BC
Tom Fullerton.........cccccvvvevviiinnnnn, Vancouver, BC
Sarah Gleeson ........ccccccceeeeennnn. Ft. Langley, BC
Mitchell Goodman..............ccceeeee Coquitlam, BC
William Hames .........ccccceveeviiinnne, Chilliwack, BC
Nichole Holdbak ..........ccccccevniiiiiecins Delta, BC
Nicholas J. Insley ............cccccvnnnene Coquitlam, BC
Kalamalka Highlanders P.B. ............. Vernon, BC
Kamloops Pipe Band .................... Kamloops, BC
RobertKehoe .........ccccooeivivieenns Vancouver, BC
Amanda Keyes ..........cccoeeiiiiinnnns Coupville, WA
Collin Stuart Kortschak ....................... Surrey, BC
Grant Laporte ........ccceeeeeeiiieeieiiiiiiieinis Surrey, BC
Christine Lee ......uueeveeeiiiiiiiiiiii, Surrey, BC
M.L. Loudermilk ...............cceeines Anchorage, AK
Duncan MacDonald ...................... Chilliwack, BC
Hannah MacDonald ..................... Chilliwack, BC
Robert MacFann ..................... Port Orchard, WA
Stuart MacNeil .........cccccovviviennenn. Vancouver, BC
Stephen Matich........cccccnn. Surrey, BC
Teresa Matich .......ccccveeeeveeiiiiiiennnn. Surrey, BC
Alex McCaul ........coovcvieviiiiiiiinnnn, Portland, OR
Andrew Sturrock McCormack ....... Laconner, WA
Brenda McGuUff ................... Campbell River, BC
Lindsay McLoughlin .............. Campbell River, BC
David McMillan ...........cccccvveiiiiinnnnn, Victoria, BC
Trish McMordie................... North Vancouver, BC
Kevin McQuUIggin .......ocoovviiiiiiiiiins Burnaby, BC
Laura McQUIggin .......coooeviiiiiiiiiinnns Burnaby, BC
Justin McTavish ..., Surrey, BC
Meaghan MOrriSSeY .........ooeeeeeivivninnns Delta, BC
Nicholas Neuls ...............oooiiiiiiinne Burnaby, BC

Todd A. Oberlander............... Port Orchard, WA
Jackie Patch ..........cccccoei i, Surrey, BC
Scott Patch ... Surrey, BC
Mary Ellen Read ...........ccvvveeeee.. Vancouver, BC
Barry Rhodes.......cccvvvvevivieeieeeeeennn, Victoria, BC
Heather Saunders............... Campbell River, BC
Pascale Schittecatte .................. Vancouver, BC
SerinaSneddon ..........ccccccviviiiiinennn, Surrey, BC
Scott St. Clair.....ccovvvieieeeniiienen, Kirkland, WA
Jason Thomas .........ccccveeeeeennne Redmond, WA
Matthew Turnbull ............cccoeeeennne Seattle, WA
Connor Watt ........ccocecvvvvvnnnnnnnnen, Coquitlam, BC
Stacie Wiebe .......cccccccvvvviiiiinnennnn. Burnaby, BC
Allie Williams ........ooeveiiiiiiiieeenee, Seattle, WA
Justin Williams .......ccooeiiviieinininnn, Seattle, WA
Callum Willis ..., Courtenay, BC
Dallyn WIllIS ........ovvvieeiiiiieeieeeen, Courtenay, BC
Gary WIllis ......ccooeiiiiiiiiieeeeeeen Courtenay, BC
Aiden YONQE ....vevveeeevivieeieeeeeeeeeeen, Burnaby, BC
Kylie YONQE ....ovvvviiiieiiiiiiceieeeeeeeen Burnaby, BC
Axel Yount......ccccvvvveveenneennnn, Port Angeles, WA

Reedmakers

McAllister Reeds
Bagpipe Specialists
James W. Troy and Son

2591 Prior Street
Victoria, BC, Canada, V8T 3X5
Tel: 250-385-3236 Fax: 250-385-3235
email: jwt@telus.net
www.jwtreeds.ca
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Worlds Week 2002

By Rob MacNeil

The 2002 World Pipe Band Championships on August 10 was a
culmination of an extraordinary two weeksin Scotland. The coun-
try was pounded by heavy rainsleading to severe flooding and an
outbresk of abacterial diseasein thewater supply around Glasgow.

The Bridge of Allan Highland Games was cancelled as the field
could not be drained, letting down many bands that had made the
early trip for the run-up contest to the Worlds. The Maple Ridge
Pipe Band was among these bands as was the 78th Fraser High-
landers Pipe Band, which boycotted the North American Champi-
onships that weekend in protest of the organizers providing fund-
ing to bring the SFU Pipe Band out to perform at their Tattoo and
Games.

Asbandsdeparted fromall pointsaround the globe, rumoursswirled
that the World Championships might be cancelled if Glasgow Green
was similarly affected. It was not to be. Adequate drainage at the
Green and good weather in thefinal ten days produced arare, warm
and sunny day for the Worlds.

Worldsweek has evolved into concerts and recitals week with the
Glasgow Skye Pipe Band sponsored concert mid-week at the
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall, and recitals by top solo players at
the Piping Centre and Todd's Bar at Strathclyde University resi-
dence downtown.

This year, the Field Marshall Montgomery Pipe Band put on the
pipe band concert, which was also recorded for an album and sub-
sequent webcast. The quality of playing, music and sound by the
band was superb throughout yet the “show and integration” ele-
ment of the evening was significantly behind that currently pro-
duced by SFU or the 78th. The pipe band concert attendee has
come to expect “the total package” now for their £15 or £20.

P/M David Hilder of RMM 11

Worlds day saw al BCPA member bands advance to the finals of
their respective grades. The Keith Highlanders Pipe Band finished
in eleventh place in the Grade 4B Final. The Robert Malcolm
Memorial Pipe Band Il, competing in their first Worlds, handily
wontheir qualifying heat over the Ballycoan Pipe Band from North-
ern Ireland, who were unbeaten at RSPBA championshipsall sea
son. Inthefinal, the Ballycoan boysturned on thejetsand won the
Grade 2 Worlds with RMM 11 placing second and Maple Ridge
Pipe Band placing eighth, despite a broken drum head in the last
30 seconds of their performance. The second place by RMM |1
was the highest prize ever won by a BCPA jurisdiction Grade 2
band at the Worlds, a tremendous achievement.

Following on their fine playing at the mid-week concert, the Field
Marshall Montgomery produced two excellent performances on
superbly set instrumentsto capture both eventsand lift the Grade 1
World Championship title for the first timein nine years. In what
amounted to atwo horse race, SFU finished a close second, tying
FMM for piping in both events but coming behind them in en-
semble and drumming in both events.

2002 will be remembered as the Year of the Irish, and most de-
served so.

SFU in the Medley at the Worlds
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In The News... A look back at reporting from previous BCPA Newsletters...

40 Years Ago

The September 1962 issue had an article
from Malcolm Nicholson about the
Vancouver Kiwanis Boys Juvenile Pipe
Band’s month long trip to Scotland, during
whichthey placed second at the Scottish and
Cowal Championships. Onlandingin Scot-
land, the band was met by newspaper
reporters and later by atelevision crew.

Forty two members of the Optimist Pipe
Band (now White Spot) performed in
Hawaii.

The schedule for the Bi-Monthlies (prede-
cessor to the Mini-Gatherings) was pub-
lished, running from late October to early
June. “Old Highland Airs’ wasan event in
every amateur grade.

25 YearsAgo

The August 1977 issue contained a letter
from P/M lain Morrison including hiscom-
ments on the standard of play at the Annual
Gathering: “... | felt that they [younger com-
petitors] were concentrating more on how
to get from the beginning to the end of a
performancewithout choking etc rather than
thinking of the music being played...”

At the Seattle Games, awell-known drum-
mer in the Northwest Pipe Band was hit in
the head with acream pie asthe band played
off following their competition perfor-
mance.

The Triumph Street Pipe Band placed fourth
at the Intercontinental Pipe Band Champi-
onships in Toronto and first in the Cana-
dian Championshipsin Cambridge.

10 Years Ago

The Summer 1992 i ssue noted that the SFU
Pipe Band made an appearance at the home
of lanand Mary MacKinnon. “Marching the
band right up Halligan Street, SFU put ona
1/2 hour show to the delight of the
neighbourhood. lan was beside himself”.

Alan Walters and Bill Saul took over the
|eadership of the Triumph Street Pipe Band.
An ad announced the newly formed Elliott
Bay Pipe Band of Seattle, seeking new
members.

The Coeur d’ Alene Summer School of Pip-
ing and Drumming attracted 100 pipersand
20 drummers. Peter Aumonier won the Pro-
fessional Piobaireachd Banner and James
P. Troy won the MacRae Cup for amateur
piobaireachd.

When all is said and
done, you'll read it

in the VOICE.

History, interviews, solo and band news for the whole piping and

drumming world. Place a secure order on the Web, or for a one-
year subscription, send name, address and check ($20 U.S. /
$25 Canada / $30 All others) in U.S. funds made payable to:

theVOICE

PMB 316

560 Peoples Plaza
Newark, DE 19702
USA

THE OFFICIAL
PUBLICATION OF THE
EASTERN UNITED
STATES PIPE BAND
ASSOCIATION
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Highland Arts Fund Silver Medal Contest

The Midwest Highland Arts Fund and MidWest Pipe Band Asso-
ciation proudly announce the inaugural Midwest Highland Arts
Fund & MidWest Pipe Band Association United States Silver Medal
Piobaireachd Competition, to be held January 17, 2003 in Kansas
City, Missouri, USA.

Thenew MHAF & MWPBA Silver Medal (USA) will be awarded
to the champion in Piobaireachd and prize monies of 1st $500,
2nd $400, 3rd $300, 4th $200, and 5th $100.

Open to pipers graded one, advanced or open by their regional
pipe band associations, the contest will not as yet be a qualifying
event for entry to the Silver Medal competitions at Oban and
Inverness. Thejudgeswill beaward-winning pipersAlasdair Gillies
of Pennsylvania, lain Macey of Michigan, and Jack Lee of British
Columbia, Canada.

Rules and entry forms are available on the MHAF website
www.mhaf.org or contact admin@theroutetothehighlands.com

The BC Pipers Association wishesto thank
the following membersfor their
generousfinancial donations.

Micah Babinski
Alistair M. Baillie
Pat Wilson Capps
Peter Christiansen
Carole J. Fraser

Eric Harasin

David L. Laws
Robert MacFann

Fred MacLeod

Andrew Sturrock McCormack

Bob Mcllwaine

Colin R. Merry
Doug Mossington
Andy Snodgrass
Ron R. Sutherland

Dave Turnbull

Instructors Directory

Piping Instructors

Phone Number

Location

Alan Bevan 604-504-0720 Abbotsford, BC
James Barrie 250-743-1207 Duncan, BC
Tamara Cameron 604-951-4198 Surrey, BC
Jori Chisholm 206-851-9140 Seattle, WA
Rene Cusson 250-758-0208 Nanaimo, BC
John Dally 206-937-2039 Seattle, WA

Alison Dunsire

360-788-1821

Bellingham, WA

Elizabeth Dunsire

360-387-5372

Camano Island, WA

K. Nicholson-Graham

604-597-6172

Surrey-Newton, BC

Fred Hansford

604-858-2742

Chilliwack, BC

Steve Kelly

250-721-5208

Victoria, BC

Jack Lee 604-574-3299 Surrey, BC
Alex MacCuaig 250-658-6786 Victoria, BC
Robert MacLeod 604-463-4199 Maple Ridge, BC

Neil Macpherson

604-939-9614

Coquitlam, BC

Rorri McBlane

604-469-1806

Coquitlam, BC

Kevin McKay

604-467-1979

Maple Ridge, BC

Bill Meston

604-942-5726

Port Coquitlam, BC

Jim Stewart 604-888-5598 Langley, BC
Alan Walters 604-951-4198 Surrey, BC
Drumming Instructors

Tennille Brown 604-461-3102 Burnaby, BC

Cameron Bullis

604-943-1987

Tsawwassen, BC

Erin Davis 604-461-3102 Burnaby, BC
Reid Maxwell 604-936-5016 Coquitlam, BC
Gregor Merry 604-882-4779 Langley, BC
Curt Watts 604-929-6323 | North Vancouver, BC

Thisisalist of pipers and drummers who have indicated their availability for
instructing students. Their inclusion in this publication is not an approval or
endorsement by the BC Pipers' Association of any particular instructors of
piping or drumming or the quality of the instruction provided.
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British"ColumbialRiperSyA"

ISsociation

by Bob Dunsire

v
Calendar of piping related events in the Pacific Northwest:

- BCPipers Website Report
gl Home Page Visits

classitieq ads Breaks 100,000!

F.A.Q.

— WOW - We're rapidly broke the 100,000th
members

visit to the home page of the BC PipersAs-
sociation. Whileit took threeyearsto reach
just thefirst 60,000 visits, is hastaken only
eight additional months to reach the next
T I— 40,000.

music

newsletter
piobaireachd club
special events

Asyou know, the BCPA web site consists of agreat deal morethan
just the home page; in fact it consists of more than 75 (1) web
pages. FY| - Themost popular web pages (from last season), after
the home page, are the Results (26 local contest results posted),
the Events Page (52 events listed), the Photos page (30 photo al-
bums added), the Audio / Video page (17 video reports posted),
and the Classified Ads page (although the new Forum Trading Post
isreplacing that one on afairly large scal€)

Hereisagraph showing the monthly visitsto just the BCPipers.org
home page over the past season.

BCPiper.org Home Page Visits

7oo0

6000

5000

4000

3000

2000

1000 —

Sep  Oct Mow  Dec Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr May Jun Jul Aug

A few comments on the graph...

You' Il notethe monthly variationsare closely related to our events.
Thereisan obvious peak aswe approach the Annual Gatheringin
March, and an even greater increase in June and July as our out-
door season was in full swing. Overall the visits are about twice
the numbers we saw last year - | think thisis good - atremendous
effort being expended to keep the web site current, and informa-
tive, and it is encouraging to see the web site being used by more
people all the time.

Highland games, other contests, concerts, schools, shows, meetings

[ETII results membership contacts teachers links photos rules

Rebuilding the Email List

We have decided to re-create the email list each year, asthisisthe
most efficient method of ensuring we have only current and valid
email addresses for our members. If you supplied your email ad-
dress when you renewed your membership this year then thanks,
you're al set. If you did not supply an email address with your
renewal, OR if you have additional email addresses to send us,
please send anote to the webmaster @bcpipers.org. Thisemail list
will be used for our ‘regular email updates - every month or so.

Events Calendar for 2002/2003

Once again the Events calendar isstarting ‘ fresh’. Thishasproven
to be the most efficient and accurate way to create the seasonal
Events calendar. If you have a piping related event (contest, re-
cital, school, fund raiser, dinner, meeting, etc - any piping related
event) within the Pacific Northwest, and you'd like to haveit in-
cluded inthe Events calendar (and why wouldn’t you?) please send
a note about the event to the webmaster@bcpipers.org. Include
the event name, what it is, contact information, and any other de-
tails that you feel would / should be included on the web Events
calendar.

Terry Lee accepting the Grade 1 Worlds Second Place Trophy
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BCPA 2002 Grand AggregateWinners

Piping o N . N
2 E w & 8 = o B
z 8§88 592 88 £ 92
£ 328832 8= £8 82 s 2 8=
gLz 5523 £ pfz Lz 5523 £
5 == & 2 & O g T = S 5 » & 2 & O g T = S
£ 25T 3823 E 3 £ 25T 38 L3 E 3
82§ a8 83 8 O 88§ 6 8 c3 & O
T 5 & 5% &8z 3¢ & T 5 & 5% ® 8§z < &
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Grade 5 Grade 1
Alastair Lee 5 13 8 13 16 63  Andrew Lee 85 14 10 2 8 7 8 8 6 715
Nicholas Henderson 3 3 13 7 16 60  Evan Stewart 2 16 16 1 13 8 10 3 69
John Lee 5 13 16 10 3 8 55  Elizabeth Dunsire 1 10 7 5 3 23 62
Megan Angelivedt 5 3 8 13 5 11 45  Blair Cooper 14 1 3 13 13 54
Tomas Peralta 6 6 11 19 42 Kelly Fuller 8 13 1 5 2 5 M
Scott McDermid 3 1 3 13 5 35  Kevin Watsyk 85 1 5 3 2 29.5
Noel Keyes 8 2 5 2 8 10 35  Myles Wilcott 7 8 8 23
Graeme Pratt 3 2 5 1 8 3 10 32 Drew Dodge 2 2 13 2 19
Jessica Logan 8 3 10 8 2 31 Malcolm Wallace 5 3 10 18
David MacNeil 8.5 5 5 3 2 235  lainBulls 5 3 8 16
Grade 4 Professional
Jessica Ibach 8 8 8 8 8 13 18 71  AlanBevan 16 15 8 16 19 24 21 20 139
Andrew Hession 8 16 8 3 13 19 67  Andrew Bonar 1 19 1 13 10 8 3 75
Ryan Angeltvedt 8 10 2 5 5 13 43  Jori Chisholm 18 8 13 8 16 11 74
Brittney-Lynn Otto 3 N 3 11 28  Jack Lee 1 16 13 32 72
Kevin MacNeil 3 5 5 13 26 Alan Walters 3 8 3 3 17
Callum Mathers 5 8 5 3 3 24 BemardBouhadana 11 3 14
Scott Needham 2 5 7 3 5 22 Andrew Douglas 5 8 13
Karen Dykes 2 3 10 3 18  Alison Dunsire 3 3 6
Kyle Ross DeGraw 8 3 2 2 15
Emily Kate MacLellan 13 13 Adult
Ken MacKenzie 8 8 16 3 5 13 53
Grade 3 Bob Mcliwaine 5 1 8 13 8 45
Robert-John Houston 5 16 8 10 13 18 5 15 11 101  lanPerry 8 8 13 29
Robb Scott 8 16 8 8 2 10 10 13 75  Bil Mclvor 10 6 11 27
Josh McLaughlin 8 8 7 8 11 13 55  Diana-Jo Rex 16 16
Jesse Bills 16 4 13 2 54  George Young 8 6 14
Shane Smith 2 8 2 11 11 16 50  Don Stawski 11 11
Sean Van de Voorde 3 8 21 32 Mary Witwicki 10 10
Laura C. Rose 3 8 3 10 24 Cliff Fournier 10 10
Emerson Dodge 05 05 3 8 6 4 22 KenRogers 8 8
Shardae Joy 5 5 4 8 22 Barry Mattock 8 8
Kaleena Matheson 2 2 8 6 18
Grade 2
:\:/I(i)(I::hLBe:binski § : z 1; 12 18 : :g 12 _7,2 Grand Aggregate A\valards Wt.are established by the BCPA to rec?gnize
exceptional competitive achievement by soloists and bands. Winners (and
Peter Moran 8 8 5 16 37 |subsequent placings) in each grade are determined by an accumulation of points
Blair Stewart 4 5 16 8 33 |won at the Annual Gathering (solos only) and the 8 BCPA-sanctioned highland
Kirsten Mossington 5 3 5 3 5 8 3 32 |games. Competitors must be BCPA members to win Grand Aggregates.
Cameron King 8 2 2 8 8 28
Steven Anderson 3 3 3 13 5 27 |Pointsare awarded as follows: 1st place: 8 points; 2nd place: 5 points; 3rd
Alexander Gale 5 8 3 3 49  [place: 3 points; 4th place: 2 points; 5th place: 1 point; 6th place: 1/2 point. A
o 6z o [eTelnouAtesmati e shosie Somean
Morgan Page 16 16 ’
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Tenor Drumming
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Grade 4 Grade 2
Alex Moscrip 13 4 13 8 3 8 49  James G. Marshall 8 8 8 16 56
lain Mack 13 16 5 5 47  Michael Dykes 8 5 5 8 8 6 50
Alanna MacRitchie 3 8 13 8 2 3 37  Katie McKnight 5 5 10 20
Curtiss Mann 3 1 8 2 32 Julie Ann Gilmour 3 3 3 3 12
Aaron Copeland 5 13 10 3 31 Graeme Mack 3 3 5 1
Lee Campese 8 5 13 26 Anna Sergeant 5 5
David Hoffert 3 5 7 5 3 23 Sarah Hoffert 3 3
Colin Hearty 2 3 8 5 18  Benjamin Finley 3 3
Sarah McLatchy 3 3 6 16
Ben Anderson 3 10 13 Grade 1
Annie Head 8 8 8 8 8 40
Grade 3 Sarah Ballard 8 8 16
Cameron Reid 8 19 5 13 16 16 16 16 109 MaryBruce 8 5 13
Shawna Keyes 16 13 10 5 10 59  Kate Rennie 3 3
Christa Renneberg 16 10 3 3 6 38
Rayna Watson 13 6 3 3 30 PIPE BANDS
Britainy Nelson 8 8 16  Grade 4
Ted McKnight 8 8 16 White Spot 8 3 3 5 5 8 8 5 45
Andrew Finley 8 8 16 Northwest MacGregor 8 5 8 8 3 32
Fiona Vandergucht 8 8  Fraser Valley Youth 5 5 3 5 18
Janine Johnston 3 3 SirJames McDonald 8 8 16
Sara Galvez 3 3 Keith Highlanders 2 5 3 10
Kelowna Legion 3 3
Grade 2 Campbell River Legion 3 3
Alexander Munro 16 16 8 11 13 16 16 16 5 117  Robert Malcolm Memorial IV 3 3
Holly Tawse 10 5 13 11 13 5 10 8 75
Stephen Farrell 6 3 5 6 5 3 28 Grade 3
Kate Boyd 5 5 8 18  Robert Malcolm Memorial Ill 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 64
lan Aastrom 8 8 16 Chilliwack & District 5 3 5 5 18
Ted McKnight 8 8  Washington Scottish 5 5 3 5 18
Cody Navid 3 3 Castle Cary 5 5 10
Triumph Street 3 3 6
Grade 1 Elliott Bay 3 3
Grant Maxwell 13 16 16 16 16 77 Utah 3 3
Carly Coulson 13 13 Vancouver Police 3 3
William Gunn 8 8
Richard Park 5 5 Grade 2
Maple Ridge 8 8 5 8 8 5 42
Professional Robert Malcolm Memorial Il 8 5 5 8 5 8 39
J. Reid Maxwell 16 8 16 16 56  City of Regina 3 3
Duncan Millar 8 16 24
Louise Hansen 16 5 21 Grade 1
Simon Fraser University 8 8 8 8 32
Alberta Caledonia 5 5
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BCPA Mini-Gatherings

2002-2003

PIPING
NOV 9 DEC 14 JAN 18 FEB 8
BEG R 2/4 March Slow Air 6/8 March 4/4 March
(on Chanter)
GRADE 5 Slow Air 2/4 March 6/8 March 4/4 March
Piobaireachd
GRADE 4 2/4 March Strathspey & Reel 6/8 March
(ground only)
GRADE 3 2/4 March Strathspey & Reel | Piobaireachd 6/8 March
GRADE 2 Strathspey & Reel 2/4 March Piobaireachd | Jig & Hornpipe
GRADE 1 Jig & Hornpipe 2/4 March Strathspey & Reel | Piobaireachd
ADULT Slow Air Piobaireachd 1 5 4 \paren 6/8 March

(ground & 1 var)

SIDE DRUMMING

BEGINNER Massed Band Massed Band Massed Band Massed Band
(on Drum Pad) 6/8 March 3/4 March 4/4 March 2/4 March
GRADE 4 2/4 March 6/8 March 4/4 March 2/4 March
GRADE 3 2/4 March 6/8 March 2/4 March 6/8 March
GRADE 2 2/4 March Strathspey & Reel | Hornpipe & Jig MSR
GRADE 1 2/4 March Strathspey & Reel | Hornpipe & Jig MSR
ADULT 2/4 March 6/8 March 2/4 March 6/8 March
GRADE 2 2/4 March 6/8 March 4/4 March 2/4 March
GRADE 1 2/4 March Strathspey & Reel | Hornpipe & Jig MSR

- The 2002-2003 Mini-Gathering season
continuesat the Fitt River Middle School.
The school opensat 11:00 am with events
beginning at 12:30 pm.

- All competitors must be current mem-
bers of the BC Pipers Association or of a
member association of the ANAPBA.

- Please refer to the Mini-Gathering en-
try form for specific music requirements
(found on the BCPA website)

- For further information, please
contact Mary MacKinnon, Competition
Secretary, at secretary@bcpipers.org or
604-522-9697.

- All competitors must be pre-registered
at least 15 days before an event.

BARNET pyy

Coquitlam
Center

Coquitlam

Pitt River Rd.

LOUG
HEED

H
— Wy

To
Vancouver

Port Mann
Bridge

Port
Coquitlam

LOCATION

Pitt River Middle School
2070 Tyner Road

Port Coquitlam, BC

Competitorsfrom the U.S. should take
PACIFIC HWY border crossing (becomes
HWY 15). Follow HWY 15 north to HWY
1. Turn west onto HWY 1 (to Vancouver),
and then take the first exit after crossing the
Port Mann Bridge. Head to Port Coquitlam,
Pitt River Road is not that well marked.
Watchfor it just after passing the hospital on
theleft. In“normal” traffic conditions, drive
time from the border is approximately 40
minutes.
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November Mini-Gathering and Knockout Reports

By Rob MacNeil

A new season begins with a new Knockout format and a return to a
familiar venue. Wi it revive this poorly attended event?

Two days before Remembrance Day, the new BCPA season got underway
at the Pitt River Middle School, home to the Mini-Gatherings for the past
severa years. This year there was some trepidation toward to the new
format for the winter events. While the Mini-Gatherings have been pretty
consistent and generally well attended, last year’'s Knockouts were a
spectator’s disappointment. The new venue, closer to the Association’s
population centre, was panned by attendees and competitors. The lack of
sufficient entertainment on the evenings led to a steady drop in atten-
dance each night. Over the summer, the Board took specific action to try
to revive attendee interest in the Knockouts. November 9 would tell
whether the efforts were successful.

Special General Meeting and AGM

The morning got underway at 9:30 am with administrative business. a
Specia General Meeting that passed several by-laws reducing the size of
the Board of Directors, permitting electronic meetings for Board busi-
ness, and re-establishing a process for complaints. The AGM followed
directly afterward. A week before the AGM, a director noted that the
association had not been following the by-laws by electing the President
and Vice-President separatedly from directors. This year the election for
directors was held according to by-laws, electing the directors and then
the directors appointing the President and Vice-President. Eleven direc-
tors were elected. See Board Notes for details on these two meetings.

Mini-Gatherings

In the review of the Mini-Gatherings and Knockouts over the past sum-
mer, it was recognized that both have distinct audiences which do not
have much overlap. It was decided to not specificaly tie the two events
together in time. Thus this year, the Mini-Gatherings were set to start at
their previous time of 12:30 pm.

The number of competitors at the Mini-Gathering was up slightly over
last year. In the side and tenor drumming events, several promoted Grand
Aggregate winners captured firstsin their grades: Cameron Reid in Grade
2 Side Drumming, Alexander Munro in Grade 1 Side Drumming, and
James Marshall in Grade 1 Tenor Drumming. However, none of the first
prizes in the piping were captured by promoted Grand Aggregate win-
ners.

Mini-Gathering chair Len Leroux indicated that the events generally ran
on time, with just one event falling behind, and the whole afternoon fin-
ishing by 3:30 pm.

Knockouts

The new format for the Knockouts, where all competitors playoff in the
first round and progressively higher payments to competitors advancing
in each round are made, yielded piping entries (22) not seen since the
early 80s but extremely disappointing drumming entries (4). Competitors
came in from Vancouver Island, Seattle, Portland, and Calgary for the
event. With the large number of competitors and the Grand Aggregate
awards ceremony to conduct, Knockout chair Randy Bullis ran the event
with tight scheduling that enabled it to finish on-time.

The piping selection was two two-part tunes for Marches, Strathspeys,
Reels, and Jigs while the drumming selection was a Hornpipe and Jig,
submit two selections. This Knockout introduced “band-style” scoring
(judges rank order all the competitors and their scores are added together
to determine the fina ranking) to determine the ten pipers that would
advance to the second round. As the same format was used for the drum-
ming, all four drummers competing advanced to the second round.

It was anight of high calibre playing on well set in-
struments. While severa of the well-known piping
competitors advanced to the next round, first time
Knockout competitors Ryan MacDonald and Blair
Cooper brought about the most refreshing and unex-
pected performances of the evening. Ryan’s choice
of a Cape Breton theme for her selection added a
significant contrast to that of other selections and
Blair’'s performance was probably one of the most
impressive professional debutsin many years.

During the first break, the fourth annual Grand Ag-
gregate awards were presented by Cilla Bachop, a
director of the St. Andrew and

Caledonian Society.

Ryan MacDonald

The result of piping judges Jack Cairney, Duncan
Fraser and Rob Menzies determined the following
playersadvancing to the semi-final in February: Alan
Bevan, Andrew Bonar, Ryan MacDonald, Blair Coo-
per, Alan Walters, JamesP. Troy, Jori Chisholm, Ann
Gray, Danielle Millar, and David Hicks. The result
of drumming judges Gregor Merry, Colin Nicol, and
Scott Robertson scoring was: Andre Tessier, Kristen
Coulson, Duncan Millar, and Glen Gurney.

Thecrowd at thisfirst Knockout was over 140, which
was better than the first Knockout last year. With
the quality of entertainment on the night, this may
spark renewed interest in this annual event. The
next Knockout on February 8 will determinewhether
this momemtum is sustained.

Blair Cooper

BC Pipers' Association Newsletter « Fall 2002

33



Mini-Gathering and Knockout Results

BCPA Mini-Gathering and Knockouts® November 9, 2002¢ Pitt River Middle School, Port Coquitlam, BC and
United Scottish Cultural Centre, Vancouver, BC

Games Snapshot

Amateur Competitors: 134

Professional Competitors: 26

Mini-Gathering Adjudicators: James Barrie,
ShaunnaHilder, lain MacDonald, Robert MacL eod,
Jim McWilliams, Pat Napper; Willie McErlean,
Gregor Merry

Knockout Adjudicators: Jack Cairney, Duncan
Fraser, Rob Menzies; Gregor Merry, Colin Nicol,

Scott Robertson

MINI-GATHERING
PIPING

Beginner

2/4 March

1. Mitchell Goodman
2. Justin McTavish
3. Teresa Matich

Grade 5

Sow Air “ A"

1. Daniel McQuade
2. Ryan Trasolini

3. Nicholas Insley

4. Trevor Bauder

5. Angus MacDonald

Sow Air “B”
1. Cameron Harding-Rooney

Grade 1

Jig & Hornpipe

1. Neil Macpherson
2. Drew Dodge

3. Kevin Watsyk

4. John Sutherland
5. Kelly Fuller

Adult

Slow Air

1. Bill Mclvor

2. Marshall McCallum
3. Grant Laporte

SIDE DRUMMING

Grade 2
2/4 March
1. Cameron Reid

Grade 1
2/4 March
1. Alexander Munro

Adult
2/4 March
1. Doug Mossington

TENOR DRUMMING

Grade 2

2/4 March

1. Graeme Mack

2. Deborah Mossington

Professional

Two Marches, Two
Srathspeys, Two Reels, Two

Jigs (all tunes two parts)

Advancing to the next round
Alan Bevan
Andrew Bonar

Ryan MacDonald
Blair Cooper
Alan Walters
James P. Troy THE2002-2003
Jori Chisholm MINI-GATHERINGSARE
A“”_ Gray ) PROUDLY SPONSOREDBY
Danielle Millar
David Hicks
Donald-Gordon’s

Tartantown

2. Christopher Low 3. Sarah Hoffert
3. Jake Yonge
4. William Clarke Grade 1
5. Tim Byron 2/4 March
1. James Marshall
Grade 4 2. Allie Williams
2/4 March
1. Karen Dykes
2. Scott McDermid KNOCKOUTS
3. Kyle Banta
4. Nicholas Henderson PIPING
5. Darlene
Lewis-Chinn Beginner
6/8 March
Grade 3 1. Meaghan Morrisey
2/4 March 2. Bill Hanes SIDE DRUMMING
1. Ryan Angeltvedt
2. Collin Kortschak Grade 4 Professional
3. Jessica lbach 2/4 March Hornpipe & Jig
4. Kaleena Matheson 1. Curtiss Mann
5. Jason Thomas 2. Colin Hearty Advancing to the next round
3. David Hoffert Andre Tessier
Grade 2 Kristen Coulson
Srathspey & Reel Grade 3 Duncan Millar
1. Alexander Gale 2/4 March Glen Gurney
2. Steven Anderson 1. Justin Williams
3. Michael Lake 2. Alex Moscrip
3. Fiona Vandergucht
34

BC Pipers’ Association Newsletter « Fall 2002




DSDSHSHSOSHEHSISHSISHINSHIHSITL
THE TARTAN THISTLE

Located on Whidbey Island - We Ship Worldwide!!

SPECIAL:

Full Kilt
Package

$849

X

&/-
g
&
5

PH: (360) 321-6434 OR ToOLL FREE: 1-888-888-9002 (for orders only)

N Bagpipe Supplies Wl Scottish Imports

W pipcband supplies Wl Kilt Makers
W2 Ceitic Music & videos "l Kilt Rentals

ﬁ Highland Dancing m Highland Ouitfitters

ﬂ Drumming Supplies m Celtic Jewelry

2843 HOWARD ROAD, LANGLEY, WA 98260

Website: www.tartanthistle.com
Email: bagpipes@tartanthistle.com
Check Our *Great Prices* or Come & See Us
You will Be Glad You Did!!

Oumens: WWawneen Lee & ringus MWacDonald
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proud of che past - conpident of the puture

Bagpipes CC hlgh(é.nd Oress

Ce

aclellan bagpipes has
rapidly acquired a repuzacion
For consistently producing
distinccive instruments oF
T unique appearance, with a
taic Cross broad, mellow Tone Reminiscent

of the Finest turn—of-the-cencury bagpipes.

The popular & exclusive QDillennium Cdicion is still

available, complete with our blackwood solo chanter.

! Ketts KnO’CLUORk

FJ?’;@;(\(( of our bagpipes
are hand-crafced prOmM
the pinest matcrials,
using wradicional skills
GC techniques lcarned m
Scozland FEIQ =) @ Y
MacLettan Bagpipes 1s
now offerINg hlgh(n\nd Oress
from several of Scotlands
best kilemakers CC supplicrs
Of accessories [oR The
clegancly dressed p|pckﬁ§’)§g}

[or informacion on pricing 6 availabilicy 6. a Free colour brochure, call or write;

Dittennmum Cdicion

ph:

Also Available in Scotland by Special Order through The Piping Centre, 30-34 McPhater St., Cowcaddens, Glasgow, G4 OHW, ph: 0141-353-0220

72-B Park Avenue, Lakewood, N) O8701

732-36434-6464 @ www.highland-pipemakcr.com
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