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"THE HEROES OF ORTOM" BY PIPE MAJOR EDMUND ESSOM, M.B.E.

It is with great pleasure that we present in this issue of the
Newsletter "The Heroes of Ortona"^ a Retreat composed by Pipe Major Edratuid
Esson, M.B.E., of the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada.

This tune was written in commemoration of the Battle of Ortona,
one of the most difficult engagements of the Seaforth Highlanders during
World War II. In December, 19h3, the town of Ortona, on the Adriatic,
held by the (fjgx O'vt „ The Seaforth Highlanders of Canada
together with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment took this town, and although they
both lost many men, the victory was one of t>^e greatest accomplishments of
these proud regiments, and significantly contributed to the fall of Italy.

Mter the war, the enlisted men began to hold an annual regimental
dinner during December, which inevitably became known, as the Ortona Dinner,
in honour of this great battle. The pipe band always played a retreat
before this dinner, and at one of these retreats in the early '^O's, they
played for the first time an original tune, composed by their own Pipe Major.

This tune is now an integral part of the Ortona Dinner Retreat,
and will forever be in the repertoire of the Seaforth Highlanders Pipe
Band.

We are honoured to be able to present
a Retreat by Pipe Major Edmund Esson, M.B.E.

was

The Heroes of Ortona",

The l4ERae^ qp GR-foripi. (?E.rr2Enr.
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We are also reprinting a poem, whose author is unknown,

also entitled "The Heroes of Ortona".

This little poem was contained in an address given by the late
Hon, Ian A. MacKenzie, former officer of the Seaforth Highlanders of
Canada, and Minister of National Defence, which address was given on tlie
30th Anniversary of Vimy, at the Canadian Club, April 9th, 191|7.

Ortona's gates are gates of steel!
What dauntless bosom shall aspire
To force Ortona’s gates of steel.
And pierce Ortona's walls of fire?

Ortona's homes are forts of death!

What valiant feet, their, goal to win.
Shall dare to tread Ortona's streets.
Her forts of death to venture in?

Today that name a symbol stands
Of rescued Freedom - and the pride -
Of Europe, ransomed from her chains.
By valor and by sacrifice.

- 0 -

PIPE MAJOR ROBERT H. SIM PASSES:

Chicago Stock Yard Kilty Band suffered a terrible loss October
Ijth, in the p assing of pipe Major Robert H. Sim, who founded the band in
1921, and was Pipe Major for forty-two years. Bob served with the i;th
Battalion The Gordon Highlanders from 1912 to 1918, and was wounded on the
Somme front.

On arrival in Chicago in 1921, he immediately founded the Pipe
Band. He was a great organiser and piping instructor, and his friends
and students are legion. He was known all over the United States and
Canada, and was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, reaching the age of 68.

At his funeral the full bands in uniform of the Stock Yards and

Milwaukee Highlanders escorted the casket to the final resting place, to
the strains of the "Flowers of the Forest". So we say farewell to our
leader.

- Keith Davidson -

Secretary
Stock Yard Kilty Band

- 0 -
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YOUNG PORTLAND PIPERS CMP OVERNIGHT;

For a long time^ Duncan Mackenzie has thought 9! encouraging
pipe practice among young pipers by camping out together overnight. On
September llith^ he put his idea to work on a small scale with eight boys
and several fathers on a trip to Zig Zag, Oregon, Through the kindness
of Mrs. Agnes Hay, her cabin was made available for this meeting.

The initial effort was kept very informal and the boys seemed
to enjoy the open schedule with only several chanter practices directed
by Andrew McDonald, Duncan MacKenzie and Chet MacNeill. The boys also
enjoyed an educational tape recording and the pipes kept the log cabin
rocking until a. late hour on Saturday, Some hidden talent came forth in
the competitive spirit that boys can generate.

Two fathers were on hand to assist, Pat Armstrong and Harold
Boys in attendance were James Wallace, Andy Stevenson, ColinSkagen,

MacKenzie, Andy Rollo, Chris Skagen, Bruce MacNeill, Mike Armstrong
and Mark Barton.

- 0 -

LETTER FROM WINNIPEG, MANITOBA:i

In your March issue of B.C. Pipers' Newsletter, I was amazed
to find how ancient was your information, regarding the city of Winnipeg
Pipe Bands. Please find enclosed a recent list of the above bands. There
are eight in all. This list was compiled in March.

Your request for information regarding any living Pipe Majors
printed in your March issue, leads me to inform you that Donald MacLeod
alone survives, and is residing in Pine Falls, Manitoba.

TartanPipe Band: Strength Pipe Major

Winnipeg Police
Q.O.C.H. of Canada

Wpg. Highland Cadets
Wpg. R.C.A.F.
Heather Belle
Lord Selkirk District

Boy Scout

Royal Stewart
Cameron
Cameron
Air Force
Red Hamilton

Douglas

23 Neil Sutherland
Alex H. Graham
J. McCallum

J. Reay
Nancy Marshall
Kevin Fraser

ho
23
15
22

33

Shriners 23Fraser
Seaforth

M.R. MacDonald
L. LittleSt. John 12

- Mrs. W, W, Young -
Winnipeg, Manitoba,

(indeed., Mrs. Young, our information is frequently quite ancient. Recently,
one of our members told us that his wife had called him. a silly old fool
after reading in the Newsletter that he had just won a prize in a piping
competition. It would seem, that she neglected to note that the results
were from 1933 competitionsJ)
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and Pipe .Bands throughout
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The use of thoroughly seasoned materials,
expert craftsmanship and careful inspection,
assures you of getting the finest instruments
on the market'today. '

'WOR.LD’S CHAMPIONSHIP .... 6 TIMES

European, British and Scottish Champions hips
many times since 1947. WHAT A RECORD

1
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Improve your .Pipe Section with
Macpherson" Pipe Chanters.

n our .matched ■

GP,UM9 P
Carlton Super Gaelic. . . . .
Premier .Royal Scot.

Available from stock. All accesso

●ri-oix-no’.

ries ,

■4- fi mr BY macphos^on/
YOUR PROUDEST .POSSESSION
Six full time Kilt Makers   .

. .. . . . Hundreds ox Tartans to choose from.
Contractors to K.M. Canadian Government.

ipreieBsreo /N YiNV OF THE AeoYS?
ujp/re rooAy' For ps/ces ■ faeme.P Penup o>-PAMnef

Mac’pfiersoii lip«rts limited
HIGHLAND OUTFITTEKS

231 Lake Street, St.Catliariiies, Ootario
Telephone MU-2-1S88

Associated Firms in Scotland.-

HUGH MACPHERSON (SCOTLAND) LTD.
Bagpipe and Kilt Makers - Highland Oetfitfers

Tel. CAL. 4008
IT West MaltJand St. (We.stern Continuation of ’Princes .Streep Edinburgh 12, Scotland
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FROM PIPE MAJOR JOHN ROBERTSON'S SCR.APBOOK:

THE BAGPIPE IN ANCIENT TIMES: by the Rev. R.M. Adamson, D.D.
(from "Piping and Dancing", Nov. 1935)

The bagpipe is of ancient origin and is a development of the
primitive reed-pipe. A drone-pipe with reed complete has been found in an
Egyptian mummy-case. A kind of bagpipe was known from earliest times
throughout Asia and Eiurope.

It was known to the Hebrews and the Old Testament contains a

number of references to it. In Genesis iv., Jubal is said to be "the father
But scholars are of opinion

organ" was a bagpipe: the instrument more recently called an
organ was unknown in Jubal's days. King Saul met  a band of prophets coming
down from the hill of God with a bagpipe and other instruments (l Sara. x. 5)
when the music seems to have influenced Saul so that the Spirit of the Lord
came upon him. Job(xxi. 12) speaks of the joy that the wicked enjoy when
they rejoice "at the sound of the bagpipe,
affliction his bagpipe is "turned into the voice of weeping" (job xxx. 31).
The Psalmist (Ps. cl. li) calls on worshippers to praise God with stringed
instruments and bagpipes,
composing the Temple orchestra,
gives the translation "pipes."-)

When Solomon was annointed King-, the people followed him in
procession and "piped with bagpipes, rejoicing with great joy, so that the
earth rent with the sound of them" (l King i. I4O). Isaiah speaks of a
holy solemnity and gladness of heart, as when one goeth with a bagpipe to
come unto the hill of the Lord (Isaiah xxx. 29).
up his golden image, the people were commanded to fall down and worship at
what time they should hear the sound of the ba^ipe (Daniel iii. 5).

The bagpipe mentioned in the Bible consisted of a double flute,
one of the flutes acting as a drone to supply a bass accompaniment,
similar bagpipe is still known in Italy under the name of a s-umpogna.

of all such as handle the harp and the organ,
that the

As for Job himself in his

Bagpipes were among the instruments sometimes
"The- Authorised Version of the Bible

When Nebuchadnezzar set

A

In the fifteenth century the bagpipe liras common in Germany,
France and England. The earliest known Scottish bagpipe is said to be one
bearing the date llt09. In 1632, in the Scottish Exchequer Rolls a sum of
gOs. is mentioned as "paid to the King's pipers." The bagpipe is mentioned
by James I. in his poem "Peblis to the Play". When James VI. returned from
church at Dalkeith two pipers went playing before hi-n. In 1536 the bagpipe
was used in divine service in Edinburgh.

Shakespeare refers in "The Merchant of Venice" to the bagpipe
which "sings i' the nose"; and in "Henry IV" - "to the drone of a Lincolnshire
bagpipe."

The bagpipe has played its part in solemn funeral marches and
laments and liveliest dances,

festivity.
It is wonderfully inspriting in war and in

ft has a long and ancient history and one cannot 'foresee the
day when (in spite of Punch's gibes at it) it shall cease, at least in
bonnie Scotland.
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HIGHLAND AND LOWLAND GMES IN SCOTMND. A COMPARISON:i

(from "Piping and Dancing",
November, 1939)

by HIGHLANDER

Although the dawn of organised Highland games is shrouded in
mystery, it seems beyond doubt that either Braemar or Aboyne was the
birthplace of the prpperly constituted Highland Gatherings as we understand
it.

Aboyne claims to be 1^2 years old, according to records and Braemar
dates from about the same time.- Aberfeldy Games, which are now defunct,
began about, a hundred years ago and they were, while in e.xistence, among
the best.

Other notable and historic gatherings are Louach which is notable
for the march of the clansmen; Glenisla, like Braemar, is a Friendly
Society, and has given freely to .members and charities.

Crieff Highland Games is one of the finest days in the Highl'-nd
season. Like Braemar and. Aboyne, it is patronised by Royalty. The laue
Queen Victoria was a frequent visitor, Inverary is another which is,
socially, in the highest class, as is, also^ the premier .Argyllshire
Gathering held at Oban in September,

There is nothing finer than a day at any of these games when the
true Clan spirit is in. evidence everywhere. What  a grand sight it is to see
the many events being run off in a very kaleidoscope of colour provided by
the different clan tartans splashed, as it were, 'against the autumn tints
of purple, amber, and deep green of the adjacent countryside. And as the
hammer is being thrown and the caber tossed, the piper struts his little
hour upon the stage to bring back memories of other days and other times
when the McCrlmmohs, McArthurs and. others were a power in our land.

How all this compares.with.Lowland Gatherings, where the first
consideration is money-making - for the promoter; where whippets yelp
and ponies trot, and bookmakers add to the all pervading and ear splitting
din and they shout from their 7/6 or lO/- stands.

These are not the gam.es as Scotland should have them. Anything
is welcomed here that will attract a crowd and. create a gate; anything, in
fact, that will bring financial grist to the mercenary mill. Here you have
everything that panders to sensationalism without  a thought for the
encouragement of true sport or social camaraderie.

I have travelled the games from Wick in the North to Annan in the
South, and I can say with conviction that the games of the North are the
games that linger pleasantly in my memory.

One notable Highland Gathering, now defunct, was Gordon Castle.
I have seen 70,000 attend this meeting. It was one of the few games that
turned amateur and, like Inverness, had to close up in course.
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There is no demand in the Highlands for games in which the only
is a gold or silver badge. Tbex©' we must have a stake worth striving

for. Here^ again, is where a difference is to be found with some games
in the Low where aiaateurisra seems to flourish to the great monetary
advantage of the promoter* I contend that games will only flourish where
they hand over a proportion ol their surplus to assist other deserving causes.

Thornton Games were going strong when they allocated their surplus
to charity. Since they stopped that they have gone steadily back so that
they need all they draw to «over expenses. Their last games, I may say,
were the best held there in the past ten years.

Sauchie is about the best of the Fife Games due entirely to the
energetic secretary, Mr. Paterson, who is one of the best organisers in
the County.

Alva and Airth can always attract big crowds too because there,
again, much of the work is left in the hands of the man who wields the pen.
Among these, Mr. Millar stands out as one of the very best type one whose
forceful personality and engagirg manners always brings around the very
best that the games can attract.

- 0 .
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FOR ALL YOUR PIPING REQUIREMENTS I

BAGPIPES ● DRUMS
UNIFORMS

HIGHLAND DRESS

GRAiNSII and (AMPBEll
{tncorpuialing Duncan MacRae &

Son—Established 1897)

GLASGOW, SCOflANP1103 ARGYLE STREET.

Enquiries answered promptly

Quotations given—without

obligation

Contractors to H.M. Government and overseas and local governments
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR FROM RODERICK MCLEOD:

My Dear Ian:

Perhaps you may have read the cutting I enclose, or someone else
may have sent you one, but I noticed that your name and mine are coupled
together as "Red Rory".

It states that his playing enraged the mob still more.

I wouldn't say that, but I have an idea that it was his practicing
"My King has landed in Moidart" in the embassy yard, that first started
the stone throwing.

You can give those savages the best, and they don't appreciate it.

Rod. MacLeod.

(from "Vancouver Sun")"Mobs. Storm U. K. Embassy in Jakarta

Howling stone-throwing Indonesian mobs stormed the British and
Malayan embassy compounds uOday. They were protesting the British-backed
formation of Malaysia.

Demonstrators overturned the British ambassador's car, smashed
nearly 1,000 panes of window glass and burned the British flag. British
ambassador Andrew Gilchrist lodged a formal protest and demanded immediate,
action by the Indonesian government to assess the damages.

Malayan diplomatic families were reported preparing to leave.

An embassy military attache, Maj. Roderick (Red Rory) Walker,
31, defied the mobs by calmly playing the bagpipes in the embassy yard.

This seemed to enrage the crowd even more.

The federation of Malaysia, official today, united Malaya,
Singapore, North Borneo and Sarawak, their populations of 10 million
and some of the world's most abundant natural resources.

- 0 -

DO A FRIEND A FAVOUR,
OF THE NE?VSLETTER:

AND SEND A SUBSCRIPTION

ONLY ft1.30 PER YEAR
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'(ORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP. AUG. 3rd,, IS83, MAXVILLE, ONT.

ALL USING

1st. Worcester Ki ltie Pipe Band

DRUMS, OF COURSE.3rd. City of Toronto Pipe Band

In fact, bands with Royal-Scot equipped drum sections keep winning prac

tical ly every contest on this continent. Truly, a drum for champions.

s
2^-Strand top snares

Wire bottom snares with throw-off;

Unbreakable hoops;

Unbreakable brackets;

Ever play he ad s ;

These are just a few of the winning features of

this pipe band special. The drum with the qual ity

and the sound to hel? you win championships.

four-way adjustable;

ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE FREE.SOLD IN 95 COUNTRIES.

See jf our dealer nr write for colour brochure to

CANADA MUSIC SUPPLY LTD.
472 Do l.iuizoii Street. Montreal, Qne.
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BI-MONTHLY COMPETITION - OCTCBER 23th, 1963.

The first Bi-Monthly Competition of the 1963/61; season will*be
held this year on Friday, October 25th, 1963. These competitions will be
conducted once more in the Seaforth Armoury, at the foot of Burrard Street,
just south of Burrard Bridge.

The following events will be held:

Novice Marches

Juvenile Old Highland Airs
Junior Strathspeys and Reels
Amateur Piobaj reachd

Senior Amateur Jigs

Those entering are requested to submit their entries with the
Secretary, Wra. A. McAdie at least one day before the competitions:
3288 East 27th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. - Telephone - HE U*l591.

All Novices should be ready to play by 8:00 p.m., when the
competitions will commence.

All competitors who attend and compete at each Bi-Monthly
competition this year will qualify for a special attendance award,
regardless of whether or not they are in the prize list, so all young
pipers are urged to come out and compete.

■  t

- 0 -

GENERAL MEETING - SEPTEMBER 27th.

*4..„ V I' W

This season's first General Meeting was held on Friday, September
27th, in the Band Room of the Seaforth Armoury.

The meeting was quite well attended, and it is hoped that the
attendance at General Meetings will be kept up during the coraihg year

Following the meeting, a social hour was spent listening tb
piping by some of the members present. Selections were given by Jim
Wilson, Ian McDougall, Seb Nellies, Ian Walker, Alex Reid and Roderick-
MeVicar.

The members welcomed a new member of the association, Mrs.
Cathrine Paterson, of West Vancouver, who was attending for the first
tinie . .Mrs. Paterson was formerly a pupil of the late Pipe Major William
Bain.

0 -
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SIDE DRUM

BREATH SENSmVE SNARES
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GRADE I5 AWARDS

PIPE BAND CHAMPIONSHIP

WORLD1963

1st '227th (A&S.H.) Field Regiment R.A.
2nd Ed inburgh Pol ice
3rd Renfrew Pipe Band
ifth Red Hackle
5th Clan Macrae

All playing Carlton
Gael ic Drums

dealer to-dayor write for Souvenir Brochure to:-Consult your

J.T. McHARDY CO., LTD.

Scottish Imports ,

534 Seymour Street, I
VANCOUVER 2, B. C.

JOHN E. DALLAS & SONS LTD.,

HUGH MACPHERSON

IMPORTS LTD. ,

I  231, Lake Street.

ST. CATHERINES, ONT.

Clifton Street, LONDON, E.C. 2.
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(from The Chan Times,
Sept. 12, 1963)

NOTED SCOTS PIPERS TAKE THEIR ART OVERSEAS:

Another of our famous pipers has left Scotland in the person of
Donald MacLean, who recently emigrated with his wife and daughter to Hobart,
Tasmania. ”¥ee Donald" as he was best known to distinguish him from Donald
MacLean, Lewis, is an important link in the genealogy of piping.

He received his first lesson from John Curpie, Mull, himself a
pupil of Donald MacPhee, a piping and dancing champion of the mid-19th
century who came from the MacKay school of piping. Later "¥ee Donald" came
under the guidance of Archie MacNeill, then instructor to the 139th Glasgow
Company, the Boys' Brigade. In 1927, then aged l5, he bagan studying under
the famous John MacColl, who.was his mentor for the next 13 years until
Donald MacLean went on war service with the Lovat Scouts in 19U0.

This association with MacColl is of significance. Although
John MacColl tutored many noted players, ¥ee Donald emulated his master's
immaculate style of playing more than any other pupil. '¥hen, in 1938, Donald
MacLean gave an outstanding performance in the march, strathspey and reel at
the Argyllshire Gathering, Archie MacNeill (the blind piper) said he
apt to forget that it was "¥ee Donald" playing and that he was listening
to John MacColl whom he remembered at his Lest. On the train back to Glasgow
that night, the late Archie MacNeill composed the well-known march "Donald
Maclean's Farewell to Oban". It was a farewell to Oban for many that night,
a War and seven years passed before there was another Argyllshire Gathering.

was

The list of prizes won by Donald MacLean over 30 years of
competition would be too long to .print here, but suffice to say that most of
those worth winning would be include-d. His future as a successful competitor
was marked when he won the gold medal at Inverness in 1931.

After the war he became a senior instructor with the College of
piping and for some years passed on to his pupils the great wealth of his
knowledge passed down from his own tutor. It was  a loss to the College
and also his private pupils when Donald left Glasgow to tour with the
American musical "Brigadoon" as piper.

For the next few years he worked in London where he became a

member of the Piping Society, and it was a great inspiration, particularly
to young pipers to hear wee Donald reeling off a dozen tunes non-stop in
a musical effortless. This correspondent organised the members' competitions
of the piping Society for six years, and on several occasions invited
Donald to judges, and can vouch for his expert knowledge in this direction.

Tasmania is an island where many Scots have settled, and a piping
society was formied there in 1903. Donald, as a piper and competitor,
had a great reputation and it is good to know his musical talents will
not be wasted. On arrival at Hobart he received a great welcome and a
furnished house awaited the family.
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It has always been a loss to piping over here when notable pipers
left our shores for overseas, and it would make a long list, indeed of the
talented-performers that have emigrated this century. But many of these,
too, have planted the seeds of good piping wherever they went.

Since the last war four pipers from separate schools of piping
who had a world-wide reputation, and each of them at one time or another
were fellow competitors of Donald MacLean,

The first of those to depart was John Wilson, Edinburgh, who went
out to Toronto, Canada, in 19h9, He was taught by Roderick Campbell, an
authority on Ceol Mor, and a gold medeallist of Inverness, and also noted
as a composer-of Ceol Meag.

Between 1923 and 1939 John Wilson was a prizewinner at every
gathering of note. He won the gold medal at Inverness 1923, the Oban gold
medal 1927, and the Clasp, Inverness, 1936, He had two volumes of pipe
tunes published.

John Allan MacGee, Glasgow, a pupil of Archie MacMeill, was
beginning to show great promise as .a piper and competitor when he was
appointed as pipe major of the Invercargill pipe Band, New Zealand. 1
solo piping he was a successful competitor and won the championship of
Mew Zealand more than once.

In

Angus MacAulay, Benbecula, was first taught by his father, the
late George MacAulay. In 1923 - 2lt, Angus studied under Pipe Major Willie
Ross, at the same time he was Pipe Sergeant with Ross, then Pipe Major of
the Scouts, as well as the instructor at Edinb\irgh Castle. Angus replaced
him as Pipe Major in the Lovat Scouts when Ross resigned. From 1923
until he sailed for New Zealand -in 1932 he was a leading prizewinner and
one of the most pupular figures in piping. He is still pipe major of the
Whangarei and District Pipe Band, North Auckland, winners of the "B" grade
championship at New Zealand last year.

James MacColl, Shotts, emigrated to Los Angeles, U.S.A, in 1933,
was a well-known competitor for several years over here, winning the gold
medal at Oban in 1932, playing "The King's Taxes".

He did a tour of the Highland Gatherings in Scotland in 1961,
but his playing lacked the polished performances we heard himigive a few
years previous, which proves that to maintain a high standard of playing
a piper needs to associate with top players. On America's west coast,
where he lives, he has been a leading prize winner, wherever he competes.
At the Los Angeles Highland Games last month, he won the piobaireachd
competition with "Old Men of the Shells".

0 -



ANNOUNCING OUR CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Kirkwood Drum Specialist

Owing to the demand for KIRKWOOD drum sticks, drums, pipes,

etc,, we are forced t o expand

our production capacity,

our NEW store wi l l be located at

Scottish jewe l lery and novelties,

in order to increase

As of July 1st, 1963

30 St. Pau I Street West,

ST. CATHARINES, ONTARIO.

#8 H ighway from Q.E. Phone Number unchanged MU4-2124

AUmofiiZED PREMJER SALES E SERWCE DEALER
TRADE- IN your old drums n ow on

V>ieMU0i S(?OT VtamA
Good trade- in al lowance on old drums.

Special designs for your drums
Pitched and balanced drum sticks

DRUM HEADS
EVERPLAY piasti

HEADMASTER
I c n on-s I i p

plastic non-sl ip

NEW AND STRONGER NYLON plus EVENS plastic fibreglass hoops

Everything fnr the Piper and Drummer -- including music.

Finest Bagpipes and Accessories

Practice Chanters, standard and long,
same hole spacing as pipe chanter,

inverted holes (optional)
boy chanters

Wire snares to fit any drum,
drum belts, leg rests,

drum major maces and gauntlets

Scottish jewel lery and novelties.

PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE

●DON'T WAIT. WRITE TODAY FOR PRICE L I ST TO. ■●●●●●●●■a

DRUM MAJOR JOHN KIRKWOOD
30 ST PAUL ST WEST ST CATHERINES, ONT.
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15 SUNNYDALE DRIVE, TORONTO 18, ONTARIO
JO.HN G ILMOUR ,

BElmont 1 -35 96
J A S , ' Me R A E ,
MElrose 5-6088

VVE REPRESENT LEADING MAKERS OF ALL HIGH.LAND EQUIPMENT
AND HIGHLAND DRESS* PIPE BAND AND DRESS UNIFORMS  « BAGPIPES BY ALL
LEADING MAKERS ● A LL PIPING REQUIREMENTS® FULLY TESTED REEDS
drums and drummers SUPPLIES 

- :r
No. 1 Nylon <Sc PIast 1 c heads $6.50 ® Bass Drum Collars Steel reenforced. ^6.00

Practice Chanters from $5.00* Skean Dhus with &
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Cairngorm from $6.00 %
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WE ALSO HAVE A LARGE STOCK OF MUSIC BOOKS, SCOTTISH NOVELTIES,
STERLING, SILVER CELTIC JE WELLER Y . CLAN CRESTS,
CLAN MAPS AND BOOKS, ETC.

TIES. SCARVES,
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;.PR lCEh]t;|S-TS FOR WA RDED ■ IMMEDIA TELY UPON REQUEST.
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Clan Crests ‘Bagpipes Reeds Scottish Novelties
■'V'
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VANCOUVER ISLAND PIPERS' SOCIETY:

At its September 28th meeting, the Vancouver Island Pipers'
Society elected the, following officers for 19^3  - 61;:

President: - Pipe Major Ian Duncan, 260^ Wootton Crescent, Victoria
Vice-President - H.A. Mumford, 3U25 Cook Street, Victoria
Secretary-Treasurer - James A. Berry, [;63l Pipeline Rd., Victoria
Official Piper - John Low, 9^0 Falkland Rd., Victoria
Executive Committee: 2 year 'term: Joe Minnes, Peter George,

Harold Gaunt.

1 year term: ¥.H, Brown, Frank Bertram,
John McNeil.

The Auditor's report showed the Society to be in satisfactory
financial condition, tihile recruits would be welcome - perhaps it's too
bad the days of the prossgang are overj - the spirit of good fellowship
leaves nothing to be derired.

Lately, talks by members on topics; of interest to pipers have
been featured at the meetings, and are proving very worthwhile. At the
September meeting, for example, Ian Duncan told about piping in Scotland,
as observed on his recent trip, and 'showedvaluable piping literature and
accessories, he had collected.

Also, starting in October, the Society is staging piping
competitions, the first to be in the Senior Amateur Class, March, ;
Strathspey and Reel. This, it is believed, will stimulate interest in
piping, and possibly bring in some new members.

The Society continues to meet evenings,
of the month, December, July and August excepted.
Hall, 723 Courtney Street, Victoria.

on the fourth Saturday
in the Little Orange

- James A. Berry -
Secretary - Treasurer

Vancouver Island Pipers' Society
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WHITE HEATHER CONCERT - 1963:

The tfliite Heather Concert opened October 3rd -at New Westminster
in the Vincent Massey High School and appeared in the Queen Elizabeth
Theatre in Vancouver on October I;th and 5th. The concert this was not
as outstanding as bther years. I felt andy Stewart could have come by
himself, and it vjould have been as enjoyable.
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The accompanist always has a difficult Sole,
link this year in the person of Harry Carmichael.

It was a weak

It was a great pity that the dancer Dixie Ingram injured a
foot, and was unable to perform It would have given more variety to the
program.

Lovely to look at| delightful to hear was Jill Howard. Most
beautifully gowned, she was a picture at all times. Lovely to look at
was also Dennis Clancy. He wears the kilt very well (reminds one.of Robert
Wilson). He gave a pleasing performance;- although nasality mars his-top
notes.

The accordionist this year is a young man'of 20 years, Arthur
Spink. His rhythm is excellent. He gave a very effective performance of
the "Skye Boat Song" and the "Road to the Isles". He should go far in
the entertainment field.

Jimmy Weil always,seems to fill the bill as an Emcee.

Scotland's Wo. 1 Entertainer 1 Scotting Humour at its BestJ
Andy Stewart is truly a great entertainer. One never tires of him -
his impersonations, his characterizations, his singing. He could have
carried, the concert himself.

This brings 1963's concert to a close and we look forward to
October 1961;, when the VJhite Heather Concert brings back Kenneth McKellar.

- Anne Killeen -

- 0 -

WHITE, HEATHER C0M3ERT COMITTEE:.

Those concerned with the White Heather Concert this year were
naturally more than gratified when all three nights sponsored by this
Association and the St. Andrew's & Caledonian Society jointly were sold.

In these days of extreme competition in the entertainment field,out.

this is no mean feat, especially when one considers that frequently in
Vancouver artists of international reknown play to half filled theatres.

The White Heather concerts, produced by Weil Kirk, have indeed
become an intergral part of Scottish entertainment in Vancouver.

The members of the B.C. Pipers' Association who served on the
White Heather Committee this year were Edmund Esson, Ian Milne (Publioity
Chairman), Ian McDougall, Ian Walker and Georgina MacPhail.

0 -
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College of Piping
20 Otago street.

Glasgow, w.2.

Telephone No.

Kelvin 3S87.

THE COLLEGE OF PIPING

gives a service to Pipers everywhere.

BAGPIPES AND ACCESSORIES

from Grainger and Campbell, R.G.Hardie,
Peter Henderson and R.G.Lawrie, Selected

by experts and speedily dispatched to any
part of the world,

..Matched chanters a specialty.● 0

REEDS , . . . . .● chosen and tested (small numbers only).

ALL PIPE MUSIC AND RECORDINGS, including
THE PIPING TIMES

$2.50 yearly. Every month from the hub of

Piping.
THE COLLEGE TUTOR"

Part 1- $1.50 (Postage 15$). Enjoy the
benefits of a College Education.

THE SEUMAS MacNEILL COLLECTION

$ 1.50 (Postage 10^). Best since
Willie Ross.

SURVEY OF PIPING

$9.50 (Postage included). Tape recording
by Pipe Major. JOHN MacLELLAN and
SEUMAS MacNEILL

U I }

} I

1) n

! I M

Write for catalogue to:

20 OTAGO STREET GLASGOW, W.2.

SCOTLAND
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CO¥AL HIGHLAND GATHERING - SHOTTS REGAIN PREMIER PIPING AWARD:

(from Oban Times^ Sept. 1963)

Cowal Highland Gathering x-jas held in Dxmoon Stadiijm on August
31st and September 1st, and though both forenoons were marred by rain,
the afternoons were fortunately greatly improved.

Shotts and Dykehead Caledonia, with an outstanding performance,
regained the premier pipe band award which they last held in 19^9. They
had a clear margin of 1^ points over the very consistent Renfrew Band who
have not failed to gain a place in the first five in the last 13 years.
Last year's winners. City of Glasgow Police, dropped to fifth place.

The Ceannloch Band from Campbellton were again successful,
repeating last year's win in General Band Contest No- 2.

Friday's open solo events provided a field day for one of
Scotland's leading pipers. Hector MacFadyen, Pennyghael. He has in the
past had successes at Cowal, but on this occasion he made a clean sweep,
winning all competition, the trophy for most points and the trophy for the
best dressed playing piper. To win the piobaireachd event he gave an
excellent rendering of the "Lament for MacSwan of Roag". The standard
of playing x-jas high and the other winners were difficult to separate.

Campbeltown was also to the fore in solo events, A.J. Wilson
completing a winning double in the confined juvenile events on Friday and
gaining second place in the open piobaireachd for boys xmder 18 on
Saturday. In this last competition the standard of playing was excellent
and higher than had been heard in it for quite some time.

The Burgh Cup for march, strathspey and reel was won by a
promising young piper, F.G. Ferguson, Rutherglen.

The judges for solo piping were Mr. Duncan McColl, Glasgow’
Pipe Majors Robert Reid, Glasgow; Hector MacLean, Glasgow; D.R. Cameron,
Edinburgh; Peter Bain, Glasgow; Alex MacIntyre, Toward; and John MacLean,
Glasgcx-f. The bands x^ere judged by Pipe Majors D.R. Cameron,; Chris
Sutherland, Fife; Nicol McCallum, Glasgow; and Peter Bain, along with
Drum Majors James Taylor, Motherwell, and James Marr, Fife.

Prize List:

Juvenile piping - March (confined to boys under l6 in Argyll and the Isles)
1 and Warner Cup - A.J. Wilson, Campbeltown, 2. Peter MacCallxxm, Inverary,
3, William Hall, Inverary

March, Strathspey and Reel (boys xmder l6, open)
1 and Lament Shield - A.J. Wilson 2. A. MacKay 3. Peter MacCallum., London,
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Open Piobaireachd:

1 and Glen Caladh Trophy - Hector MacFadyen, Pennyghael (Lament for MacSwan
of Roag) 2. Ian MacFadyen, Cardonald (MacLeod of Raasay's Salute)
3. R.A. Barron, St. Andrews (MacCrimmon's Sweetheart) It. Donald MacLean,
Lewis, (Lament for Donald Dugald MacKay) Kenneth MacDonald, Glasgow
(MacLeod's Salute) 6. John L. Graham, Avoribridge (A Kiss of the King's Hand)

Open Marche:

1 and John MacLellan Trophy - Hector MacFadyen 2, Thomas Pearston, Glasgow
3. Dorald MacLean ij.. Peter MacFarquhar, Giffnock -5. James Elmslie, Glasgow
6. Thomas Speirs, Darvel

Open Strathspey and Reel:
1 and McCallum Trophy - Hector MacFadyen
F. Clowe, Dumfries U. Ian MacFadyen
Thacker, Ashton-under-Lyne

Bryraay Trophy (for most points in open piobaireachd, march and strathspey
and reel competitions-) and Walter. Scott Trophy (best dressed playing piper,
adult) Hector MacFadyen. ’

n
3. John L. Graham 6. Annie

March, Strathspey and Reel (confined)

1 and Burgh Cup - F.G. Ferguson, Rutherglen,
3. -Robert Stewart, Inverary,

Piobaireachd (boys, 18 or under, open)
1 and Inverchapel Trophy - A. MacKay, Lond (Milbank Salute)
Campbeltown (The Wee Spree) 3- M. Kiernahan, London (The Spree)
U. John D. Forbes, Dumbarton (The Wee Spree)

Pipe Band Contests:

Juvenile Band Contest No. 1;

1 and Glasgow News Shield - 211j.th Glasgow The Boys Brigade - P.M. Alex
M. Maciver - 86-| points

2 and Outram Shield - Knightswood Juvenile - P.M. John Crichton

3 and Greenock Telegraph Shield - 1st Port Glasgow Co. The Boys Brigade
P'.M. Duncan Brown

2. Peter MacFarquhar 3. Ia

2. Donald A, MacNeil, Le

2. A.J. W

wis,
I4. John MacDonald, Dunoon.

ilson,

Juvenile Band Contest No, 2 (bands which have never won a prize in No. 1
Contest or first prize in No. 2 Contest between January 193? and January 1962)
1 and Crosher Trophy - 1st Dumbarton Co. The Boys Brigade - P.M. John Sinclair
2 and Macdonald Trophy - 108th Glasgow Co The Boys Brigade - P.M. Arthur Steele

Juvenile Drumming;

1 and Urquhart Trophy - 2lUth Glasgow Co. The Boys Brigade
2. Knightswood Juvenile
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General Band Contest No, 1 (Grade 2 Bands)
1 and Sir Harry Lauder Shield - 5l (H) Div./Dist. Colm R.A.S.C.(T,A.),

P.M. F, Brodie - 90j points

Perth

2 and Graham Moffat Cup - Edinburgh Corporation Transport - P.M. D. Connar
3 and MacAlpine Shield.- Newmains and District -  P Sgt Alex Gebbie
It and Bannatyne Shield - The Clan MacKenzie. Thornliebank - P.M. F. Melvin

3 and Massey Trophy - Lady Victoria Colliery, Mewtongrange - P.M. A. Macintosh

General Band Contest Mo. 2 (Grade 3 Bands)
1 and Daily Record Trophy - Ceannloch, Campbeltwon - P.M. Ronald MacCallum
2 and Walter Scott Trophy - Glasgow Corporation Cleansing Department -

P.M. Ed. McLellan

2 and Duart Trophy - Kinning Park, Glasgox'j - P.M. William Kinnear
It and Cowal Committee Trophy - ?th Bn. Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders

P.M. J.A. Smith
3. Johnstone - P.M. C.M. Calder

6. Annan British Legion, Dumfries - P.M. John Cowan
?. Glasgow Fire Service - P.M. William Reid
8. Kinross - P.M. Robert Hamilton

General Band Contest No. 3 (Bands which have never won a prize at Cowal
between January 1937 and January 1962)
1 and Benmore Trophy - Hoover, Glasgow - P.M, George Clark
2 and Inverclyde Trophy - S.M.T. Edinburgh - P.M, William Hymers
3 and Ballochyle Trophy - Pride of Murray, Middlesex (P.M. John Rodgers)
it and Dunans Trophy - Coalburn I.O.R., Lanarkshire (P.M. J. Findlay)

Ladies Bands:

1 and People's Journal Trophy - Rose Fletcher Ladies, Manchester
P.M. Rose Fletcher)

Ladies Drumming;
1. Rose Fletcher Ladies, Manchester

General Drumming contest - Grade 2 Bands:
1 and Hamilton Trophy - 29th Old Boys, Belfast
2. The Clan MacKenzie ●

General Drumming contest - Grade 3 bands;
1 and MacBrayne Centenary Trophy - Kinross
2 - Ceannloch, Campbeltown

Territorial and Army Band contest:
1 and Campbell Trophy - 277 (A. and S.H.) Regiment R.A. (T.A, )

P.M. John C. Weatherston

2 and Cameron Trophy - 3l (H) Div./Dist. Colm. R.A.S.C. (T.A.) Perth
P.M. F. Brodie

3 and Maclachlan Trophy - 8th Bn. The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
(T.A.) - P.M. Ronald MacCallum
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J4 and Neil Henderson Memorial Trophy - li/5th Bn. The Cameron Highlanders,
Inverness - P.M. John D, Burgess

Milton Trophy for best dressed band, H.M. Forces  - 8th Bn. A. and S.H,

Territorial and Army Drumming contest:
1 and Walter Scott Trophy - 5l (H) Div./Dist. Colm R.A.S.C. (T.A.)
2. 8th Bn. A. and S.H. (T.A.)

Cowal Championship drumming contest:
1 and Douglas Trophy - Shotts and Dykehead Caledonia
2. City of Glasgow Police

Bass Drumming:

1 and William F. MacLeod Trophy - The Clan MacRae Society
2. Red Hackle, Glasgow

Drum-Majors' Competition:
1 and Dickson Trophy - D.M. Shaw, Field Marshall Montgomery Pipe Band
2. Drum'Major Hare, 8th (Lowland) R.A.S.C.

Best band on parade:
1. 7th Bn. A. and S.H., Stirling
2. Shotts and Dykehead Caledonia
3. 8th Bn. A. and S.H. (T.A.)

Cowal Championship: Open Band Contest;
1 and Argyll Shield and Peter Ferguson Trophy - Shotts and Dykehead Caledonia

P.M. John K. MacAllister (P.M. Thos. MacAllister, B.E.M.,
Cameronian Rant and Pretty Marion) - 93 3A points

2 and Sutherland Shield - Renfrew - P.M. Thomas Anderson (Hugh Kennedy,
Dora MacLeod and The Smith of Chilliechassie) - 92 points

3 and Macneal Shield, - Edinburgh City Police - P.M. Iain MacLeod - 92 pts.
U and Glenfinnart Cup - Muirhead and Sons Ltd. Grangemouth -

P.M. Robert Hardie - 92 points
5 and Macfarlane Trophy - City of Glasgow Police  - P.M. Angus MacDonald - 91 pts

Highland Dancing:

World championships - Juvenile:
1. Rosemary McGuire, Banknock

Junior:

1. Irene McKechnie, Grangemouth

Adult:

1. Billy Forsyth, Bridge of Allan
3. Jeanette Jamieson, Edinburgh.

2. Fiona Graham, Haggs 3. Jean Boyd, Greenock

2. Joe Simpson, Elgin

2. Wilma Tolmie, Dundee

- 0 -
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ATVOUR COCAL KCORD SfOtk

MADE IN CANADA

AML. 1
CeoU Mor.

Ceol. Mor.

.^loio March:

6/S March:

UMENT FOR CAPTAIN MacDOUGALL

OLD WOMAN'S LULU BY

LAMENT FOR THE OLD REEDMAKERS

THE JUDGING WAS BAD
HOLYROOD PARK

BOBBIE CUTHBERTSON

COLIN MacKAY

THE BRAES O' BADENOCH

CAPT. DUNCAN McGREGOR
TOM KETTLES

PAORUIG OG

THE LOCH NESS MONSTER
JOHN GRIEVE

Bom-pipe:

2/^ March:
Strathspey:
Ree 1:

Jig:

t
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LETTER FROM CHICAGO HIGHLANDERS PIPE BAND:

The Chicago Highlanders Pipe Band has had anot-ier very busy
summer. In 1962, the band played 26 engagements (parades, balls, and
special events), and it appears that 1963 will turn out to be an equally
eventful year.

The highlight of the summer's activities was the winning of the
Governor's Trophy at the Illinois State Fair in Springfield, Illinois on
August 11th. This was the first state-wide pipe band competition ever to
be held in Illinois, to the best of our knowledge. The judging did not
follow the usual procedure familiar to those who have competed in other
parts of the U.S.A., Canada, and Scotland, but it is hoped that the
authorities will follow the traditional point system in the I96I4. competition.
Meanwhile, Governor Gtto Kerner has awarded the State Championship to the
Chicago Highlanders Pipe Band for the coming year, together with II43O.GC
prize money.

The band is now preparing for the Annual White Heather Concert
to be held in the gigantic convention hall on the lakefror.t of Chicago
on Gctober 23r’d. The hall is called McCormick Place (named after the

late Col. Robert McCormick, the Publisher and Editor of the Chicago
Tribune for so many years), and within it is the huge Crown Arie Theatre
with its ample stage for almost any kind of performance, from a pipe band
to the Metropolitan Opera. The Chicago Highlanders will open the show
with a 20 minute performance, followed by an all-Scottish show featuring
Andy Stewart, Jimmy Neil, Dennis Clancy, and other performers, who are
touring the U.S.A. and Canada these next few weeks.

The membership of the band still stands at 20 pipers and 10
Practice night is Thursday at the Veterans of Foreigh Wars Halldrummers.

in suburban Elmhurst, Illinois.

- Richard.C. Eaton -

Mt. Prospect,
Illinois
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GENERAL METING,

Because of the heavy schedule during the month of October,
there will be no General Meeting this month.

The date of the November General Meeting will be announced in
the next Newsletter.

- 0 -
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MAKERS OF THE WORLD'S BEST REEDS, CHANTERS AND DRONES,

OFFERS INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION TO ALL ORDERS.

SOMETHING NO'. SOMETHING 100 YEARS OLD. THOMSON RESEARCH HAS REPRO
DUCED THE IDEAL DRONES
TENOR REED

- BETTER TONE AND STEADIER TUNINGNEW!!! .

JOINTS (26/-) BASS REED JOINTS (27/-) MOUNTS EXTRA.

SPEEDY AIR MAIL REED SERVICE TO CANADA AND U.S.A.
I

SILVERTONE PIPE REEDS 7/6 EACH. THOMSON PIPE CHANTERS FROM ̂6-10-0.

HIGHLAND JEWELLERY - KINLOGH ANDERSON, PRENIER & CARLTON

DRUMS - RUDIMENT NYLON HEADS . ALL ACCESSORIES.

A

SEND FOR FREE LISTS

Bagpipes - Reeds Drums
ROBERT THOMSON, H. A.

39 CARDINAL'S WALK, LEICESTER

QUEEN CITES ORGANIZER OF SEATTLE BOYS' JUNIOR PIPE BAND;

Jack Ironside of 1[|092 First Ave. S., has been appointed by-
Queen Elizabeth as an honorary member of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire.

The 'award is made to residents of the United States who have

served outstandingly the cause of Anglo-American friendship and ● ■>
understanding, G.H.S. Jackson, British Consul-General here, said.

"He has rendered a great service to the future perpetuation of
the links of affections between the Pacific Northwest and Scotland by his
work with the younger generation, embodied in the Seattle Boys Pipe Band",
Jackson said."

Ironside, born in Canada of Scottish parents, organized the
boys' band and has been active in the Caledonian and St. Andrew's Society
of Seattle, Inc.

0 -
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22011 little lame, ARDEN WILMI NGTON 3, DELAWARE

BI-MONTHLY COMPETITION -

OCTOBER 2^th.
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