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A iessaye from Aberdeen

I1f I may begin these few lines by expressing how honoured I was to
be selected to act as one of the judges at your anaual Competition this
year. It is difficult for wme to find words to express how msmuch I
enjoyed my short visit, as the welcouwe and the kindness shown to me
will always be remeumbered.

Over the two days of piping I heard I can only say that both "iHale
and Fewale" pipers are to be congratulated on the very high standard of
playing, overall it equals that of any I have ever heard. From ny
previous visit approximately 7 years ago it was noticeable tnat tine
standard has been maintained and I sincerely hope that tine high guality
of playinyg continues to progress.

I aan fully aware of the hard work that goes into Solo playving but
one must not forgyget wnat has to be done to achisave a good guality band.
I am not singling any one specifically but I thought I would wention
how impressed I was with some of what I heard.

At this point I make one sligat criticism which refers to the Solo
players. I thought tine finer tuning of the instrwient was ia soune
cases not as good as to coupliment tne excellent playing tecanique.

Finally I congratulate tiae Society and 1its committee on the
professional and orgyanized <fashion in which tue two day event was
controlled. It is witnout doubt a well organised association so I will
end by wishing the committee and all acubers the very best for the
future.

Yours aye,
Iain Morrison
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAG

For swost of us, tuis particular time of year finds us smack in the
widdle of the summer games, put for tae 8.C. Pipers' Association tine
season 1is Jjust starting. Our aAnnual General deetiag was aeld two
months ago and a new Board of Directors put in office. But first a
look at last year.

The season was bdrouygnt to a clinax with our 52id Annual Gataering.
Held for tue third year running in Vancouver Technical 8School, the
Gathering was once again an undisputed piping success if not a
financial one. Surrounding the Indoor jieet we had tihe pleasure of
nearing tihe legendary DONALD 1jlacPHBRSON in one of two racitals
presented by the Association. Donald's servicas nad oeen sougnt after
Dy tne B.C. Pipers' for .aany years and we were extremely fortunate that
he could attend this ye=ar. We were also very fortunate to have P/u
IAIN WORRISON back for his secoad "tour of duty® to Vancouver.

Shortly preceading the Gathering the aontnly knock=-out
competitions came to a fitting close witia our annual dinner. ‘e
second year of the dinner, after a few years' est, proved to be
another piping success and demonstrated that it will be around for a
few vyears to comc. The xnock-outs tnemselves £f£illed the social



calendar during the winter. The new format of "lighter® tunes during
the first round and a warm—up contest proved to be both entartaining to
the audience and less of a strain to the competitors.

As usual tie mini«gathexiﬂgd enjoyed anotiier good season with high
entries.in each class, 9001a11v chanter dnd novice. As aas been the
.oractice in recent years, a seaminar was neald during the prize-giving
and &his year we were treatad to a session on reads presented by P/li
Jim 9roy from Victoria.

S50 what dcoes 1584-45 nave in store for us? As aost of you already
know, the Scottish Auditorium appears to nave Leen sold and an offer
wade on a building site in Vancouver. Tnis will @mean acquiring
temporary locations for the knock—-outs and mini-ygatiherings, but wmore
important lyr bring LQ closer to a dream many of us have had for years -
ouar own building. For this Jdream to come to fruition a lot of work

will be required from our membaers as well as tiose from tane other
Scottish Societies that comprise the United Scottisn Auditorius.

As Tfar as the kuccik—-cuts are concerned a few changes are »eing
considered. e basic piping format will reamain tihe same but depending
on tihe availability of facilities, the knock—out may be changing to the
second Saturday of eacn unonth (imore details in the next newsletter).
Toe “ilapromptu™ prograase will be oetter oryanized and wore eamphasis
Wwill De given o a <«2ilidh _vJoupacra aftter the formal part of the
avening.

As with che kuock—ocuts, tae mini-gatiherings are also looking for a

ney location. It is noped to secure a school in Burnaby for the aew

eauc. 4N facility ldike tais would alleviate tine pronlea of a sihortage

of platforas and tuning roons experiencad at the auditoriam allowinyg

tiaree o©or rour classes to pe run siaultanesously. This will make the

mini-gatnerings a .agcn shorter eveat. The possibility oif drumasing
events is also beinyg considered.

: wiil oDe cowpiling a judges' 1list that will oe
forwarded Lo tne Highland Gaucs AsS cOClltloAS. In conjuhction with

i 1 : eninas will oo neld in late fall anu e2arly spring 1if
necessary. it Qas Qeen  suggestaed tnat atteadance bhe compulsory at
tiaese sesainars to be eliginle for tne judges' list. A prograwme for
aporantice Judues is M,¢ng set ap and will be in practice for the
Alni-gataerings. :
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Alfter a year's study, our f£inal scoring sieet is in the process of
corpletion and sheculd bhe ready siortly.

when all of the anove is coagleted 7e nope to have a package or
kit wnici will be forwardaed to the orgunizers of all our 1ocal
contests. This kit woul include our revised constcitution, updated
ruales {also available te wembers). score siheets, Jjudjes ianstructions,
judges' list and some helpful anints on running a piping competition.

wWhat else? ell, there are plans for an even bbigyger and better
nnual gatpering next y2ar. Thae annual dianer doubled in size Ffroa
1as vear to this year and we ope to see taat trend coatinue. vje

already have good relations with Scotland tarougu the judges we invite
sach year and the professional agy rejace winner travelliane there ior

che past few years. are doing quite well witna our friends in
Bastern Canaua too wita Lhe aock-out winaner travelliny there to
compete and his castern counterpart attendiny our Indoor weet. .layse
















KIDCK-0UT

Tho  Tirst lknotk-out will es Starting i -OCTRLER. - PTHe “Liwme  aud
2lace is as yet not nouny - aogever, the SECONUD SATURDAY of eacii month
appears to He a possipility. - The Ferat for the  fdrst rouad will He:

3 = 2 oart ©f8 narches
A s R b SR e Rl s s B V)
F =P Eharit reals

L= Al 5 vl Fi)
Phe tunas swist He genuine 2. oart s ocefore.
BPlsase ngil youy ‘enbtries tos: wirg. lary imckimaon, 3959 Hailisnn

Streat; "Burimay, D.Ca i VHE IR For Shtong | H22~9TUF e Clos iy date For
e 123, Augugt 15&h, 1984, s

ATTENTION FUTURE JUDGES

ANY SENIOR AMATEUR OR PROFESSIONAL PIPERS INTERESTED IN BECOMING AN
APPRENTICE JUDGE, PLEASE PHOWE DUNCAN FRASER AT 270-2489.

HIGHLAND GAMES

THE B.C. HIGHLAND DAHCING ASSOCIATION PRESENTS THE 52HND ANNUAL HIGHLAND
GAMES ON SATURDAY, JUNE 30TH, 1984, AT ERIC HAMBER SECO#DARY SCHOOL,
5025 WILLOW STREET, VANCOUVER. (CORHER OF 33RD AVE. AND OIJK STREETS) .
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES W.\S JUNE 9, 1984. LAPE ENTRIES ‘FOR PIPING AND
DRU#MING PHONE MR. FRANK STEPHEN &1 836-0315. s

THE CALGARY SCHOOL OF PIPING AND DRUMMING PRESENTS i PIPING, DRUMMING,
AND+ PIPEABAND COMPETITION ON JULY 7, 1984 AT SHOULDICE «THLETIC PiRK,
CORNMER OF HOME RO.LD AND 16TH AVEHUE N.W., CALGARY, ALBERT.. THE CLOSING
DATE FOR LLL ENTRIES IS JUNE 20TH. INQUIRIES MAY BE PHONED TO HES.
MARIE GORDON, COMPETITION SECRETARY, AT (403) 255-7342.
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FOR SALE

A SET OF NEW GRAINGER &AND CAMPBELL PIPES, TWO YEARS OLD. PHONE MALCOLL
AT 941-9872¥ ,

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS FOR HMAY 4ND JUNEV
Mays ° digh Aspinall, John. & Clark, \Leigh Collins,! Darin. C.: Cooper,

Allison Flack, #lan B, Gilchrist,; Jdennifer/ Ginter, Jamie Stewart
June: Heather hnn MacDonald, Kevin 6. Watsyk






