B.C. PIPERS'
NEWSLETTER

The official monthly publication of

the British Columbia Pipers’ Association

JULY 1969  NO. 93







B.C. PIPERS'NEWSLETTER

Published by the British Columbia Pipers' Association.

PRESIDENT William Lamont
VICE-PRESIDENT William Elder
SECRET/LRY Ishabel Ross
TREASURER Robert Gunn

B.C. Pipcrs' Newsletter

EDITORS: Robert Gunn
William Elder

The B.C. Pipers' Newsletter is published monthly at 1073 Doran Road,
North Vancouver, B.C. by the British Columbia Pipers' Association

and is distributed to all mombers, Subscription price to non-members
is $2.00 per year. Lddress all communication concerning the Newslctter
to the above address, All other communication to the Secretary, B.C.
Pipers' Association, 834 Burnaby Street, New Westminster, B.C.

July, 1969 Contents No., 93
Something To Think About,.9,,.,.ooee.o....,..,.,.,,,,........... Page
Letters To The B0 e eetenusontncrecnuessnorosescecnansnnsseses Page
Games Socrotarios..o.....,..,,...,..,°°.,.,,°,,...,.,...q....... Page
Bi-Monthly Compectition U s e e Pagc
Vancouver's Tribute To [E1 T 1P PRSP R S e e Page

Piping UniquO?OQOBDQQ.OOO...lD.G'0.0..‘D..Q...'.0........0...... Pago

NO O O O Ul N

Edinburgh Police Solo O G e s et ey . LR AR Page
Londoh Piping Socicty Contost.o..euon,u...................a..... Page 10
Cocur D'Alenc Highland GAMEE s tathdiins o s vt sl Mabicialsvws oboh ey Page 12
The Spokane Contrc For Bagpipe = e S e e e Page 13
Summer Games Schodule.occq.e,..,..u,.o,,oa,..................... Page 13
Pipe Major Fergusson Stirs Hearts of the BEOEE s s sunsimneamsonvuss Phge 1h
B.C. Highland Dancing ROSWIBE. ot v s bismsnin iinke ¢n i o' oo St st a s e s Page 15
Legion Highland Gathoring..,sc,..,....e,....,..,................ Page 17
Piper Of The Month,,,,,.oo.ooeO,,o.000.0..a.,,...........,...... Page 19
President's e S B i vl 0 v wcilins: s e 5 T s e e AL % e Pagc 20

Five PC‘.SS Judgos Examinationn'l....00000....00.0.0...0..'.'0..'. Pago 21






il
SOMETHING TO THINK ABQUT

When William Elder and I undertook the task of rcjuvenating the
B.C. Pipers' Newslctter we asked the members of the Association for
their help., By help we meant material, The result of our plea has
been somewhat pathetic. Except for one or two individuals who have
written lettors to the cditor and scnt the odd newspaper clipping we
have heard nothing from the membership.

From what I understand, most of our readers arc pleascd to sce
the Newsletter in print again. They like to hear what is going on
in the piping world. They cven have a few opinions. Expressing thesec
opinions verbally docs not posc any difficulty and requircs no effort
on their part but trying to get these samc people to sit down, put
these opinions in writing and make a contribution to their Newsletter,
is like getting some of our morc experienced professional pipers to
compete - hopelessi :

Onc of the few people to make any comment, in writing, concerning
a Newsletter article is Mr. Scumas MaclNeill - yes, The Scumas MacNeill
from Scotland., His letter to the cditor appears in this issue. He
was inspired to write by a letter to the cditor submitted by Mr,
dArchic Cairns in the May issuc. The Editors arc delighted that some -
one such as Scumas MacNeill will take a keen intercst in what is
happening in the British Columbia piping scenc yet it scems strange
that we have pipers who have becon members of the B.C. Pipers' Associa-
tion since it's inception who have nothing to say about how our
Assoeiation is being run, how the loeal games arc run, how the judging
of piping is being conducted, etec., I hesitate to think they don't
carci

We have rcccived onc or two other "Letters to the Editor" which
also appear in this issuc., We thank those responsible for their
active interest in the affairs of loeal piping and cncourage them
to continuc their contributions.

The present unsatisfactory circumstances have given rise to a
ncw "plan of attack" to get a mecaningful Newsletter published each
month. In the fall of this ycar we hope to have at least threc
reporters on the Newsletter staff. These individuals will be given
the responsibility of producing an article each month. The subject
may be the reporters choice or he may be assigned a topiec by the
editors. 1In any casc the reporters will be under an obligation to
producc,

Now that this idealistic condition has been expressed all I have
to do is find the reporters. Well, how many of you in our membership,
or from outside our membership for that matter,would be intercsted in
such an assignment cach month? If thosc intercsted would drop me a
note at 1073 Doran Road, North Vancouver or give mec a call at 987-3592
the Newsletter and it's readers would be appreciative,

Rememberii It's your Newslotter.

Robert Gunn

eskok
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear S8ir,

I was most interested to read the letter from Archie Cairns which
appeared in your May issuec. I agree that the certification of teachers
of piping is more important than the certification of pipers themselves,
and for some years we have offered in the College here two levels of
certificates for teachers - more or less on the lines suggested by
Archie Cairns,

About a ycar and a half ago a move was made to widen the influence
of the College Certificates, so that there would be as it werec onec
voice to speak for individual piping in Scotland, so far as Certifica-
tion is concerned. Accordingly a Board of Examiners was sct up to do
the necessary planning, and in April of this ycar final approval was
given for the test of candidates and the issuing of Certificates by
a joint body madc up of the Army School of Piping, the Piobaireachd
Society and the College of Piping.

The members of the Board at present are Lieut., John MacLellan,
and Pipe Major John M, MacKenzie (Queen Victoria School, Dunblane),
representing the Army Schooly Major General Frank Richardson and Dr.
Kenneth A. MacKay, representing the Piobaireachd Society; and Thomas
Pcarston and mysclf representing the College of Piping.

While the testing of candidates outside of Scotland may present
difficultics, we do not think that these arc insurmountable, for the
following rcasonss:-

1., There are several people in both Canada and the United
States whom we would like to have cventually as our
cxaminers,

2. Several of us from this side make fairly regular visits
across the Atlantie, and

3« Therc arc such things as tape reccorders.

Our new syllabus has rccently been printed and we shall be
happy to send copies of it to anyone interested.

Yours sineerely,

Scumas MacNeill
Joint Principal
College of Piping
20 Otago Strecet
Glasgow, W, 2
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Dear Editor:

As a member of the British Columbia Pipers' Association and an
active competition piper, may I make a suggestion concerning the re-
cont disqualification of many pipers at the New Westminster Highland
Games, If secrctarics are to strictly abidc by the rules concerning
deadlines, then entry forms must be circulated in a manner far superior
to that in which they have beecn in the past. For example, by thc time
I arrived for my lesson, the fow cntrics sent to my teacher had been
long distributed to other pupils and it was ncar impossible to try
and locate one., Thercfore, if deadlines are to be epforced s js i 6 nob
reasonable that potential competitors have cntrics made readily available?

The answer is in distribution, which the B.C. Pipers' Association
could undertake at no great cxpensc. I suggest that the various games
committees print cntry forms at lcast six months in advance of the
summer scason, with the Pipers' Newsletter acting as distributor by
including the forms in the Newslettor. Those not receiving the
Newsletter could be sent the serics of cntrics with postage expensce
being shared by the various games committces.

A second suggestion is to at least print deadlines in the Nows-
letter, along with the sccretarics!' addresscs.

If the games want organization on the ficld, then good pre-games
organization is the important first-step. Give %ho pipers a chance
for submitting their entries, after gl it 15 the Individual conpeti-
tor that makes the games and we arc only too willing to oblige a
seeretary.

I am surc that if my first suggestion involves any cxtra work, I

myself, and probably other competiting pipers would bc willing to help
out. '

Respectfully yours,
William G. Russoll
sk

EDITOR'S REPLY

With respeet to your letter I would like to comment on your
suggestions. Possibly there arc better methods of distributing the
cntry forms but I also belicve that the method used is acceptable.

If a competitor wanted an entry form badly cnough it could be obtained.
The editors had some available and most of the Board of Dircctors knew
where they could be acquired., You soy it was "near Impossible' £d
obtain an entry form, what did you do to try and locate one? Where did
your tecacher get the entrics? The present method can work if all pipers
cooperate,

In regards to scnding out entry forms with the Newslettor: firstly
it is not the Newsletters responsibility to circulate cntry Formgs
sccondly, last month 320 Nowsletters weore mailed and I would estimate
about 20 would go to compcting pipers, in other words about 5%. 1%

Just wouldn't be worthwhilec,
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Your sccond suggestion is well accepted. You will note the
namecs of the Sccretaries are printed in this issuc.

For years dancers (over 400 in New Westminster) have managed
to get their cntry in on on time., Surcly pipers should be able to do
the same.Junior, Scnior and Professional pipers should be able to
look after their own cntry while in the Noviece and Juvenile clasges,
tecachers must make parents awarc of competition rules and deadlines.

Finally, if you are serious in helping the Newsletter please
refer to Mr. Gunn's editorial "Somcthing to Think About".

William Elder

sk ok
Dear Sir:

Your Junc Newsletter Vol., 92 has raiscd some intercsting
problems by Mr. R, Gunn and Mr., A, Cairns that I would like to
dcbate,

First of all Mr. Gunn is a way out in left ficld when he says
that the solution is the cntailment of the small games in favour of
onc big bash., Mr. Cairns is batting a 100 in my book for his idecas
but I differ in one aspeet, monecy. We have a good commodity to sell,
good piping, so why not scll it to someonc like the C.P.R.y, C.N.Rs,
Air Canada, etec.

I compcted in 1st Banff Highland Gamecs carly in 1930 and received
two prizes in the novice class. I still treasurc thesc memorics of
being in the company of such excellent pipers, fthe best that Canada
could produce at that time. What we want is a good Public Relations
man or woman to scll piping in Canada.

Pecople don't go to Highland Games of the small varicty to hear
piping only. They bring their kilt out of moth balls and go to the
games to sce fricnds and to be scen. It's a big day in their lives,
why deprive them of it?

Haney had a good Highland Gamecs yesterday (not listed by you)
chiefly through the cfforts of Ian MacDougall, Maybe that's our P.R.
man or Ralph Bellamy or several others that could sell piping out
loud in Canada.

Yours sincorely,

D. Macaulay

s
EDITOR'S REPLY

e
Although the competitors arc not thoe only ones involved in the
Highland Games I would venturc to say they are the most important

factor. In order to have successful gamcs, both artistically and
financially, the competition must be keen. The gamcs may bec a good
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cxcuse to don ones kilt and "bc scen" but surely this is but a
pleasant by-product of the main purpose.. :

As far as the Legion Highland Gathering in Haney is concerned
I am most pleased to hear they were a success. If you refer to
your Lpril cdition of the Newslctter (No, 90), page 4, you will
note a rcminder to attend. Any Association wanting this type of
advertising in any cdition nced but mail a note to the cditors and
it will be printed free of charge,

sk ok

GAMES SECRETARIES

Nanaimo Highland Games Mrs, R.L. MacPhcec
2915 Thomas Strect
Nanaimo, B.C.,

Portland Highland Games Mrs, Elaine C, Altmanns
1924 S.E. 58th
Portland, Oregon, 97215

Victoria Highland Games Mr., Ron Smith
3439 Salsbury Way
Victoria, B.C.

Cocur d'Alene Highland Games Mr. W, Thomas
' 3515 Bast 21st
Spokanc, Washington, 99203

Seattle Highland Games Mrs, M, Thorsland

Box 984

Scnttle, Washington, 98111
St. Andrews & Caledonian Mrs. I. Duncan

15607 Bucnos Vista
White Rock, B.C.

sk ok

ALL MEMBERS

Plecasc rcmember JOHN McLELLAN'S WORKSHOP being held on the
cvening of Friday, July 11lth at 8:00 P.M. in the Locturc Room of
the Seaforth Armoury. The class will cover such topics as care
of pipes and care and selection of rceds. This workshon is frece
of charge for all intcrcsted pipers.,

Fokok
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BI-MONTHLY COMPETITION

The Junc Bi-monthly competition was held on June 20th at the
Seaforth Armoury, John A, MacLeod judged the two cvents and the
winners werc as follows:

Juvenile 6/8 Marches - 1lst - Jack Lec
2nd = Linda Freshwater
3rd - Angus MacPherson
4th - Terry Lee

Deportment -~ Brian Carse

Amateur Piobaircachd - lst
2nd
3rd

Deportment - John Wright

Bill MacAulay
Bill Russecll
Sandy Marshall

*okok

VANCOUVER'S TRIBUTE TO BURNS

As most of our roadors arc of Scottish descent and arc admirers
of Robert Burns we thought this excorpt from "Vancouver's Tributec
to Burns'would be of interest.

"Saturday, August 25, 1928, will go down in history as a recd
letter day in the annals of all loyal Scots throughout British
Columbia. On that day there was unveiled, upon a commanding
eminence in the evergrecn shade of Stanley Park, Vancouver's FIRST
Statue -~ a tribute to the memory of Robert Burns, The sitc is a
magnificent one, and the memorial in every way worthy of the
illustrious, immortal bard of Calecdonia. Thus was realized the long-
cherished desires of a coteric of Burns' admirers, and Vancouver City
takes its placc among an asscmblage of some 65 cities, roprescntative
of every quartor of the globe, who have scen fit to honor Burns by the
crection of memorials, cither in marble or with thc more lasting
bronze as a medium of exprecssion.

It was carly in February, 1924, that seventcen fervent admirers
of the bard met in the rooms of the St. Andrew's and Caledonian
Socicty at 634 Dunsmuir Strect. Inspired by a critical analysis of
Burns' work and character published on the anniversary of his birth,
the desirc was expresscd that an organization might be formed whereby
Burnsians might foregather for study and discussion. Mr. James Taylor
was sclected as chairman, with Mr. A, Frascr Reid as secretary pro tem.
What the meeting lacked in nuncrical strength was more than offset
by the cnthusiasm manifested, and it was unanimously decided to form an
organization under the namc of Vancouver Burns Fellowship. All present
signified their intention of becoming members.,

The name of fellowship was chosen by design, after considerable
thought, as tending to knit the members closcly together in the study
of the éurns cults Mr, P, McAuslin Carrick was unanimous choice for
the presidency, his cxpericnce gaincd as a member of the famed Clarinda
Burns Club of alasgow for many ycars, coupled with his ability as an
entertainer, proving a factor in the choice -- a choice which has
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since been fully vindicated. Mr, A, Frascr Reid was choson as
sccretary-treasurcr, other office-bears elccted being: Vice-presidents,
Messrs, Alex McRac and W.R. Dunlop, F.R.G.S.35 executive -- Rev,
Alcxander Thomson, and Mcssrs. James Taylor, John MacInnes, John

. Macdonald and David Murray.

Little time was lost9ﬂand a tentative set of by-laws were drawn
up for approval by the newly-organized Fecllowship. The principal
objects, as thus outlined were: »

To ecncourage, amongst members of the Fellowship, the study of the
lifc and works of Robert Burns.

To encourage the study of the pooms of Burns in the public schools,
by offering annual prizes for ¢cssays on this subject. '

_ To cncourage the singing of Burns' songs and Sccttish folk-songs
generally.,

To inaugurate a movement amongst the Scottish Societics and the
general public of Greater Vancouver, with a view to crecting a statue
of Burns in Stanley Park, :

Any other object that may be deemed desirable.

First of all, sclcction had to bc made of a statuc. It was
hoped that this might be of an original naturc. Designs were submitted
by half-a-dozoen well-known artists, both Canadian and British. While
two or threc were very finc in character, none scemed to portray the
features of the bard according to authentic portraits in existence.
Reluctantly, thoughts of an original statue werc abandonecd, and it
was decided to crcet a replica of the famous Ayr statuec, by Mr. George
Lawson, F.R.S.A., considcrcd to be one of the fincst rigurcs of the poet
in existencc., The order was at once blaced, on the assurance of Messrs.
Wm, Doig & Co,, of 174 New Bond Strect, London, that the original cast
was still available. A committoc, headed by such renowned mon as Dr.,
Malcolm Bullock and Mr., William Will, editor of tho Dally Graphic, was
appointed to guard the Fellowship's interests in the easting of the
mammoth figure. By the time the work was completed, a sum sufficicnt
to cover its cost ($5,000.,00) had been eollccted. On approval of the
committce mentioned, this sum was at once cable to the founder, Mr,
A.B. Burton, of Thames Ditton, Surrcy, and the statuc shipped to
Vancouver via the Panama Canal, Herc, with the accompanying bronze
pancls, it was placcd in storage, awaiting completion of the project.

Still the campaign went on, fully $2,000,00 being requlrad. Eor
the erecetion of a suitable pedestal. To support a 9-foot figure, in
imperishable brongze, no mean pedestal could be chosen. Considorable
thought was given both to the design and seclection of stone for the
pedestal., Whercas many statues stand upon pcdestals bearing marked
resemblance to a tombstone, therc was a decided objcection to this --
for the reason that Robbie Burns, although he has passed to his reward,
is still a living, vital, pulsating forcc. That this is so is attested
by the fact that every twenty-fifth of January, the anniversary of his
birth is celcbrated with appropriate ritual in every quarter of the
civilized globa,
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The statue itself, beautifully proportioned, shows the poet in
an attitude of decep thought; standing erect, the arms folded while
the eyes gaze in prospect on his beloved Scotland. The posc is maegni-
ficent, the expression a work of genius. Every line is true to nature;
Lawson, the sculptor, is marvellous when it comes to minute detail. It
is a manly figurei

Accompanying the statuc are bronze panels deseriptive of the works
of the poet. Threc in number, these arec mounted -- or, rather set into
the face of the granite so that the effects of winter weather will be
minimized. On the fourth side, the face of the pedestal, therc is a
simple bronze plaque bearing thce name Robert Burns, with the years of
the birth and of thc death of the immortal genius,

The work on the three panels is beautiful indced. In bas relier,
the detail is very fine. That depicting the poet at the plough is
bold in cxceutions every linc of the figure, the plough, tho field
daisy which hc has unwittingly uprooted, stand out with graphic clarity
and appeal. Another illustrates "Tam O'Shanter" on that awful nicht
when he witnessed the revelrics of the underworld demons in the
haunted kirk o' Alloway; Meg is doing her "speedy utmost" to cross the
brig when the pursuing witch clutches at the sparse tail of the auld
grey mare -- and lcaves poor Maggic "scarce a stump,"

The third pancl diffors materially in treatment. Representative
of onc of the finest epic poems, in any languagc, "The Cotter's
Saturday Night," the scenc reflceted is that where the fathor reaches
revercently for the old Family Bible, "aince his father's Beage i e
ehildren, youhg and old, arc gathercd around the ingle neuks the
scene is onc of wondrous content. The featurcs of the group arc
scen in the faint glow of the peat firos there ig & kindly haze, a
charming hint of privacy in thto midst of the home. - The more one
studies this bronze, dceper into the heart penctrates the revercnt,
mystic beauty of the picturc revealed. It is sublimol Undoubtedly
the subjcet of the poem has reeccived thoughtful, sympathctic treat-
ment on the part of the celebrated artist,"

The Vancouver's Tribute to Burns was publishcd by the Vancouver Burns
Fellowship in 1928, ' .

sk

A native of Tobermory asked the clerk in tho rallway station ab
Oban the price of a railway ticket from Oban to Xillin., "So much,"
replicd. the clork, stating the price. "Hoot, awa'," replied Donald
indignantly, "it's far ower dear; I'll rather walk," and off he
started. He had not procceded far when the train came tearing along,
whistling as it ncarcd a station. "Ye necdna whistle for me," said
Donald. "I made yec an offer aince, and ye wadna tak' its; sae ye
can gang on. I'm no' comin'." 2

K



”
{

o

PIPING UNIQUE?

Therc has becen much discussion of late as to why the piping
fraternity is separated from the rest of the musical world. Many
arc concerned about this and feel therce should not be such a gap,
after all, thc pipe is a musical instrument.

A rccent editorial in the "Piping Times" had this to say:

The wind of change is blowing strongly through the piping world
at present, and not the lcast fascinating blast is the effort which the
Scottish Pipe Band Associntion is making to link up pipe band culturec
with the rest of the world of musiec. This has grown up gradually over
the years, so that now the movement has gathered so much momentum
that it is rolling on unchecked and almost unhccded,

To deny the value and importance of such a link up is to be
considercd reactionary or just a plainm old fashioned stick in the mud,
To suggest that maybe the rest of the music world is not intercsted in
the proposed link up is hcresy of the first order., And yet is such a
link likely, or even desirable?

Pipers have always rccognised that their music is a thing apart.
We gct ideas from other pcople, and wc pass on ideas -- our export-
import relationship has in fact always becn very favourablec, We gave
the world sol-fa notation, and we accepted from it staff in return. Due
to the naturc of our instrument we have little intorest in harmony and
no interest in counterpoint or such ideas as rubato, diminuendo, etec.
Apart from exchange of tuncs, contact between pipers and other musicians
must always bc on a very superficial lecvel. We arc all very well awarc
that when we listen to opera or jazz or pop music or whatever takes our
fancy, that this is a differcnt thing altogether. So wherc and how
can we make a contact which is any better than we have alrcady?

In the pipe band world perhaps things are slightly diffcront.
Perhaps members of the orchestra con hear something in a combination
of pipes and drums which makcs them fecel therc is a common ground
to be cxplored. To us however it scoms very unlikely that the oboists,
flutists(what do you call a man who plays a flute?), bassoon players
and others feecl any affinity for the pipe-bandsman. Why clse does the
Musicians' Union debar pipers from membership?

The S.P.B.A. scecking for acceptance in this Way rcminds us
inevitably of Mr. Wilson going cap in hand to do Gaulle. The inevitable
rebuffs can do nothing but harm to the public image of the piper, and it
is indeed sad that those of us who have no interest in the proposal
should have to suffcer with the few who do. :

e skok

EDINBURGH POLICE SOLO CONTEST

The Edinburgh Police professional competition has now become one
of the established cvents of the biping year, and it grows in strength
cach time. This year it was held on March 22nd and there was a
splendid turn-out, both of competitors and audience.



John MacDougall won the principal prize for first in piobaireachd,
and also reccived the trophy for most points over the whole competition.
Tain Morrison scored a notable double, being first in both the march
and the strathspey and reecl.

Piobaireachd -

lst - John MacDougall - Royal Company of Archers Challenge Trophy
2nd John Garroway - Tartan Taylor Trophy

3rd - Hector MacFadycn

Lth - Dugald Ferguson

5th - Iain MacFadycn

Judges werc Angus Macpherson, John MacLellan and Major-General
Frank Richardson.

Marches -

1st - Tain M, Morrison - MacKinlay-Macpherson Challenge Trophy
,2nd - Hugh MacCallum
3rd - Tain MacLellan
4th - John MacDougall

Strathspecy and Recl Jigs

lst - Iain M. Morrison 1st - Iain MacLecllan
2nd - Angus J. MacLellan 2nd - John MacDougall
3rd - Iain MacLellan 3rd - Dugald Ferguson
Lth - L/Sgt. J.G. Slattery 4th - Hugh MacCallunm

Jﬁdgos for the light music werc Dr. Kenncth MacKay, D.R. MacLennan
and George Stoddart.

sk ok

LONDON PIPING SOCIETY CONTEST

The annual competitions in piping and dancing, organiscd by the
Scottish Piping Socicty of London, were held in the London Scottish
Headquarters, Buckingham Gate, on Saturday, March 29th. The entry --
which has bcen falling badly in rccent years -- was considerably
improved this year, perhaps as a result of the increase in prize money.

Ihe pripeipal feature of the piping was the consistency shown
by John MacFadycn in the Bratach Gorm cvent and by Robert U. Brown
in the Open Event. John MacFadycn hnas now won the "Bratach! foue
times in a row, and Robert Brown has won the Open no less than four
times in a row and ten times in the last eleven yecars. John MacFadyen
was presented with a mounted replica to mark his achicvement, and no
doubt somec suitable memento is being considered for Robert Brown.

Bratach Gorm Piobaireachd -

lst - John MacFadyen - "The Battle of Auldearn"
2nd - Wm, MacDonald, Benbccula - "Lament for Mary MacLeod"
3rd - John MacDougall - "Lady Margarct MacDonald's Salute!

Judges were Andrew Pitkeathly, Andrew Bain and Thomas Johnstone,
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Open Piobaireachd - -

1st - Robert U, Brown - "The Unjust Incarceration

2nd - John MacFadyen - "Lachlan MacNeill Campbcll of Kintarbert's
Fancy"

The judges werc Mr, Jamcs Campbell and David Ross.

March, Strathspey and Reel (former winners) -

lst - Hugh MacCallum
2nd - Wm., MacDonald
3rd = John MacDougall
4th - Gordon Speirs

The Judges werc Pipe~Major Bob Hill and Andrew Pitkeathly.

‘March - Confined - Amatcur Piobaireachd -
1st - Gavin Stoddart 1lst - Robert Elder - "MacCrimmons
2nd - T, Fleming Swecetheart"
3rd = John MacNicol
Scottish Clans Cup - Amateur Marech, Strathspey and Rcel -
1st - Andrew Hill 1st - Robert Elder

sk ok

NO ITWSLETTER IN AUGUST

The Editors (and their wives) arc taking the month of August
for their vacation and will not be publishing a Newsletter.,
Have a good summer at the Games and we will sce you again in
September., .

The Editors
sk sk ok

The Highlander, has a deep affcetion for the bagpipes. A
orthy Celt, with a firm belief in the antiquity of his race, was
one day looking at a print from a picture by onc of the old masters,
in which angels were rcpresented blowing on trumpets. He enquired
if the angels played on trumpets, and being answered in the affirmative,
remarked, "Hech, sirsl I wonder they dinna borrow a pair o' bagpipes."

*

An 0ld lady was telling her grand-children about some - trouble,
in the course of which onc of her clan was bcheaded. "It was naec
great thing of a head, to be sure," said the good lady; "but it
was a sad loss for himi"

ok sk



COEUR D'ALENE HIGHLAND GAMES

The Coeur d'Alene Highland Games and Tattoo for 1969 will be
- held July 26, 1969. It will be held in the Muncipal Park commencing
gL a0 M

Prizes - Open Piobaireachd
1st - $100.00
2nd - 50,00
3rd - 25.00

- Open March, Strathspey & Reel
1st - $100,00
2nd - 50,00
Jrdi= 25,60

Amateur Piobaireachd winner will receive the Lt, Col. John
McEwing Silver - Trophy.: This trophy is won outright each VeSS,

Band Cémpetition and Drum Major Competition will be held in
the evening.

Prizes - Class I . -
- 1st -~ $150,00
2nd - 100,00

3rd - 75.00
Gl s 0T

1st - $100,00
2nd - 7500 .
3rd -~ 50,00

Drum Major Competition Winner - $25,00
A1l Bands will receive appearance money of $25,00,

Lt. John Maclellan from Edinburgh Castle will be the sole
adjudicator for the day and will assign the bands to their respective
class categories. Note: The system of band classification has no
relationship to the "Grade System" used at most summer games,

REGULATIONS RE COREUR D'ALENE GAMES

Professional Events - Piping -

March, Strathspey & Reel

Each Competitor will be required to submit two separate lots,
i gels o al March—Strathspey—Reel, one of which he will be required
to play. These sets must be reasonably equal in quality.

Piobaireachd .

Each competitor will present the name of two Piobaireachds, one

of which he will be required to play.. At least one (or both) is to
be selected from the following list prepared by Lt. John MacLellan,



These also must be reasonably equal in quality.

The Battle of Auldearni(No. 2 Setting)
The Desparate Battle of the Birds

Glengarry's March

The Prince's Salute
The Gathering of Clan Chattan
Earl of Seaforth's salute

]
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The Glen is Mine
The Lament for the Children

GO ~J O Ul F W
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THE SPOKANE CENTRE FOR BAGPIPE STUDIES

The Spokane Center for Bagpipe Studies will be held at the Junior
College, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho from July I4th through to July 25th,
1969 under the directorship of Pipe Major Lieut. John MacLellan,
Edinburgh €asfle,

Arrangements have been made to have college dormitories available
at a cost of $11.00 per week, per student. Two students per room,
Food is available at several excellent nearby restaurants,

Contact Lieut, MacLellan, 16 Ramsay Gardens, Edinburgh, or Lieut.
- Col. John McEwing, W. 3309 Dalke Avenue, Spokane, Washington for
further details. The Highland Games and Tattoo held at Coeur D'Alene
will be held the day following the school closing.

R
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SUMMER GAMES SCHEDULE

B.C. Highland Dancing Association - July 5, 1969

Nanaimo Highland Games - July 12, 1969
Portland Highland Games - July 19, 1969
Victoria Highland Games - July 26, 1969
Coeur d'Alene Highland Games - July 26, 1969
Seattle Highland Games - August 2, 1969
St. Andrews & Caledonian - Alugust 9, 1969
Selkirk Highland Gathering - July 13, 1969
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PIPE MAJOR FERGUSSON STIRS HEARTS OF THE SCOTS

When it comes to playing a stirring Scottish tune on the bagpipcs,
E, H, (Ted) Fergusson is right in therc with the bost of then,

Fergusson, who is pipe major of the Royal Canadian Legion ?ipe
Band, won the gold medal for Scottish, Country and Highland piping
in Regina last month., He was best in a field of 38 pipers from
military and civilian bands, from all across Canada, .

Following his triumph in Regina, Fergusson attended a pipe’
major's course in Kelowna and walked away with the sccond prize
silver medal,

His love of rusic is not only confined to playing the pipes.,
He rccently turncd his talents to composing seven bagpipe tunes, which
were cntered in a provincial contest in B, C., Alberta and Saskat-
chewan last January, For these, he was awarded a total of $957.00
in prize money, and his. composiftions were forwarded to Edinburgh,
Scotland, wherée they have been accepted by the Pipe College of Music,

Two of these tuncs arc presently being played by the loeal pipe
band. They are "Kénmuir's Rant", and "Strachur Reels",

Fergusson .comes by his musiecal ability honestly. His father
and grandfather before him were accomplished pipers, in the famous
Black Watch Regiment, He was born 4l yecars ago on the Island of
Mull in the Outer Hebrides, and reccived most of his schooling in
and around Glasgow. His musical cdueation began about the same time,
when he was: five years old., Besides the pipes, Fergusson plays the
piano, clarinet and saxophonc,

Like his forbears, Fergusson joined the Black Watch, in 1949
as a piper. When he left the regiment in 1956 he was staff sergeant
pipecr,

During this time, he undertook a sScven-yecar course in general
music and from 1951 to 1953 saw active scrvice with the Black Wateh
in the Korcan conflict.

He piped the Lament at the closc of the internationally known
Military Tattoo at Edinburgh from 1953 to 1955, an honor not lightly
accorded, He won his pipe major's certificate at Edinburgh Castle
and in 1956 was appointed Queen's Pipcr. He was a familiar figure

for many yedrs at the Bracmar Highland Gathering,

Following his discharge from the arny, Fergusson worked in the
military police, until he cmigrated to Canada in 1958 where he was
employed in correcctional work for the Saskatchewan government in
Regina. He married in Regina and he and his wife, Doris, have a son,
Billy, and a daughter, Heather,

The family moved to Campbell River in 1964 whore Ted has bcen
cuployed at Elk Falls Company division of Crown Zellerbach for the
past four yecars,
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This accomplished musician has an array of trophies, 38 cups and
14 medals, which he has won since the age of 12,

He is continuing his interest in music as pipe major of the
Legion~sponsored Pipc Band and also instructs newcomers in the art of
coaxing stirring music from Scotland's national instrument,

-- The Campbell River Upper Islandcr
Newspaper - - April 30, 1969

Why haven't we cver scen this piper in any of our local competitions
or gatherings?

Kok

Perhaps some of our recaders might be intercsted in knowing
that at the Now Westminster Highland Games, the Precsident of the
St. Andrcws Society of Hawaii, would you belicve Mr, Robert Bruce,
was in attendance, If anyonc is intcrested in corresponding with
Mr, Bruce please contact the editor.
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B.C. HIGHLAND DANCING RESULTS

The 36th Annual B.C. Highland Dancing Assoceiation Games were
held at Brockton Oval on July 5th, 1969. Pecrfecct weather conditions
encouraged a relatively good erowd to attend the events., The
following were judged as winners and we extend our congratulations:

PIPING

Novice Marchcs - Under 14 Years Novice Marches - 14 Yecars & Over

1st - Cindy Chambers lst - Robin Palmer

2nd - Allan MacDougall 2nd - John MacKay

3rd - Ian Keith 3rd - April MacDonald

4th - Glen BEsdale Yth - Elouisc Roanec

Juvenile Marches Juvenilc Strathspeys and Reels
1lst - Jack Lec - 1st - Jack Lece

2nd - Susan Purdy 2nd - Malcolm MacCaig

3rd - Angus MacPherson 3rd - fngus MacPherson

Lth - Heather Zinck Lth - Terry Lee
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Juvenile 01d Highland Airs

1st - Angus MacPherson Ernie Topp Trophy Winner
2nd - Hazcl Ramsay ~ Jack Lece

3rd - Terry Lee

bth - Jack Lee

Junior Marches Junior Strathspeys and Reels
1st - Tim Noot 1st - Judy Taylor

2nd - Judy Taylor 2nd - Tim Noot

3rd - Margaret Swanson 3rd - Byron Barnard

Yth - Glen Palmer

Junior Jigs

1st - Drew Noot Wm. Miller Trophy Winner

2nd - Judy Taylor - Judy Taylor

3rd - Robert Menzies

Amateur Marches Amateur Strathspeys and Reels
1st = Bill MacAulay 1st - Donald MacMillan

2nd - Sandy Marshall 2nd - Bill MacAulay
3rd - John Wright 3rd Bill Russell
4th - John Wright

Amateur Piobaircachd

1st - Bill MacAulay Scott Memorial Trophy Winner
2nd - Colin Abel - Bill Machulay

3rd - Sandy Marshall

Lth - Bill Russcll

Professional Marches Professional Strathspeys and Reels
1st - Thercsa MacInnes 1st John MacLeod

2nd - Jamie Troy 2nd - Norma Thonson

3rd - John MacLeod 3rd = Brucc Topp
Professional Piobaircachd Professional Hornpipe

1st - Nerma Thomson 1st ~ Bruce Topp

2nd - Jamic Troy 2nd - John MacLeod

3rd - John MacLeod 3rd - Thercsa MacInnes

Vancouver Scottish Association Trophy Winner - John A, MacLeod

Drumnming

Individual - B Class Individual - C Class
lst - Katherinc Forsyth 1lst - Susan Burgess
2nd - Mike McKay 2nd - Mike Palmer

3rd - Joe Siska 3rd - Susan Manifold
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Individunl - Novice Drum Corps - C Bands Only
1st - Shecila Roanc Vancouver Ladices Pipe Band
2nd - Ronald McCall Burnaby Ladics Pipe Band
3rd - Brucc Roanc

Lth - Jennnic Berg Bands - B Class

Shonnon McGranaghan
Vancouver Ladics Pipc Band
Scaforth Cadet Pipe Band

Bands - C Class Bands - D Class
Kiwanis Boys Pipc Band Legion Branch #15 - M.S.A.

Highland Laddics Pipe Band

Piping Judges - Licut. J. MacLollan
FP.M. Archic Cairns
Robert Young

Drumming Judge - Mr. W.E. Saundcrs

kR K

LEGICN HIGHLAND GATHERING

The following arc thc results of the 5th Annual Legion Highland
Games held in Hancy, B.C. Junc 28, 1969:

Novice Marches Novice Strathspey and Recl
lst - Mike Monks lst - Mikc Monks

2nd - Karcn Patcerson 2nd - Colin McConill

3rd - Chris Grant rd - Karcn Patcrson

Novice Trophy Winncr - Mike Monks

Junior March Junior Strathspey and Recl
1st = Hazcl Ramsay lst - Hazcl Ramsay

2nd - Jack Lce 2nd - Jack Lece

3rd - Allan MacDougnll 3rd - Allan MacDougall

Junior Trophy Winncr - Hazcl Ramsay

Amatcur March Amatcur Strathspey and Roel
1st = Daryl McNeil lst - Jinm Millar

2nd = Jim Millar 2nd = John McMath

3rd - Neil Macaulay 3rd = Daryl Mclcil

Amateur Trophy Winner - Daryl McNeil

Men's 01d Highland Airs

1st - P.M. Garnct Snow
2nd - John McKay
3rd - Norman McLcod



Open Piobairecachd

1st - John McKay
2nd = J.Cy Blewett
3rd - Bill Dow
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Trophy Winner
- John McKay

Open March, Strathspey and Reel Senior Quartettes

lst - H.S. Leslic
2nd - J.C. Blewett
3rd - John McKay

Junior Quartettes

Branch # 15 M.S.A.

Amateur Drumming

1st - Kerry Pollmer
2nd - Dave Evans
3rd - Rick Brown

Open Drumming

1lst = Joc Siska
2nd - Stan Deanc
3rd - John Nichol

Drum Major's Competition

1lst - D.M. Nicol
2nd - D.M. Strachan
3rd - D.M, Milne, Jr,

Class B Drum Scection

Branch # 15 M.S.A.

Parade Results

Best Drum Major -
Best Parade Bond - Branch
Best Tcnor Scection - Branch
Best Bass Drummer -
Best Color Party -

Branch

Branch

Branch

Branch # 15 M.S.A.

Novice Drumming
1lst - Bob Smith

2nd - Eilecn Bennect
3rd - Terry Clark

Trophy Winner
= Kerry Pollner

Trophy Winner
- Joe Siska

Class B Bands

Branch # 15 M.S.A.

Caber Toss - Tom Tomko

Tug of War - Hancy Branch #88

#179 Grandvicw
#83 Burnaby

#179 Grandviecw
#179 Grandviow

# 4 Chilliwack

The judges wish to comment that had the Ladics Colour Party been in
competition they would have taken first prizec.

The Judges were - Piping - P.M. Fred Brodie Drumming = D. Brucec

Andy Perric
Robert Young
Alex Young
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PIPER OF THE MONTH

OQur Junc Piper of the Month is one of our younger, active
Professional Pipers - Bruce Topp. Brucc started piping at the young
age of seven ycars under the tuition of Mr. Donald MacLecod, Pipe
Major of the Cameron Pipe Band., Two ycars later he changed teachers
and started taking lessons from Mr., Alcx Reid who played with the
Camerons and later the Scaforths.

At age ten Bruce joined the Optimist Pipe Band and played with
them for threc years before beccoming a member of the Seaforth Cadet
Pipe Band. 1In 1963 he became 2 Cadet Sargeant and tourcd the West
Indies for four months as one of the top thirty-five cadets in Canada.,
Bruce completed his tenure in the Cadet Pipe Band as the Pipe Major,

a rank he attained at the age of 15.

" Bruce's individual piping achievements rank among the best.
During his piping careecr he has won the aggregate trophy at least
once in cvery class of piping, from Novice to Professional.,

In 1965, he graduated from the Seaforth Cadets and became a
member of the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada., In 1967 he was selected
as the member of the Band to represcnt the Seaforths in the Canadian
Centennial Tattoo which toured all across Canada including presentations
at Expo in Montreal. During his stay with the Tattoo and playing with
the Canadian Forces Base Band he competed in Maxville and Cobourg
for the North American Championship under the direection of Pipe Major
Archie Cairns and Pipe Major J.T. McKenzie.

After several discussions and arguments with drummers in various
bands as to whether piping or drumming was more difficult, Bruce
decided to prove to himself that he could become a drummer. He was
successful in his task by winning the Novice drumming cvent at the
Ladies Pipe Band Festival and placing sccond in the Amateur class at
Penticton.

In 1967 Bruce and Drummer Dave Russell became co-directors of the
White Hackle Junior Boys Pipe Band. The Bend is practicing in North
Vancouver and should be making their debut in the near future.

Bruce became a commissioned Officer of the Seaforths in 1968,
(the only piper in Seaforth history to recceive a commission) but
resigned soon thereafter to continuc as a member of the Pipe Band.
He is still playing with the band and is one of two pipers to have
played in the last two Trooping of the Colours for the Seaforths,

Bruce entered the professional ranks of piping in 1968 and his
latest achicvement is winning the MacCrimmon Memorial Trophy for fimst
place in Professional Piobaircachd at the 37th Annual Gathering
sponsored by the B.C. Pipers' Association,

Bruce's vocational ambition is to become a teacher and is presently
in fourth yecar Education at the University of British Columbia. Even
with his busy schedule hc manages to find time to bo a Direetor of the
B.C. Pipcrs' Association,

We wish Bruce continued success in his piping and university
endeavours,
sk ok



o

PRESIDENT 'S MESSAGE

It has becn suggested by the Editors of the Newsletter that,
as Precsident of the Association, I should periodically submit a
message to the members. As this is the last issuc before the fall
it is as good a time as any to begin.

Last months issue of the Newsletter containcd an article by
Bill Elder on "Entry Form Deadlincs" that I was in complete agreement
with and this month I would like to go into another subject that for
lack of a better name we could call "Getting to the Games on Time",

At the Highland Games held on July 5th a small storm arose over
the disqualification of a number of Senior Amatcur Competitors in the
March competition. As the Steward who was looking after that particu-
lar platform let me make the focllowing points clear:

1. Where more than one platform is used the sequence of events
shown in the ontry form can not always be used. The committee has
to wait until the cntries arc in before they can decide the format
for the day and which events shall start the day off.,

2, The entry form states that Piping cvents shall start at
9:¢00 A.M. This particular event started at 9:15 A.M. with an entry
of some 20 competitors, only 2 being present at the start with 5
others showing up shor%ly after. A number of appecals were made on the
P.A., system and runncrs spent considerable time looking in the area
outsile the Park for any who may not have heard. After the scventh
competitor had played it was found that not only were no osthers ready
to play, they had not cven picked up their numbers which indicated
that they had not yet arrived at the Park., By this time it was after
10:00 4.M., an hour past the scheduled starting time for Piping events,
so after some discussion and at my suggestion, the Piping Chairman
invoked Section 9 of Part 4 of the rules of the B.C. Pipers' Associa-
tion which reads; "Pipers not ready to play when called arc liable to
be disqualified".

It was unfortunate that this had to be donc. However, I am of
the opinion (and I speak now as one who has spent many years both as
a competitor and as a Games official) that with the cver increasing
numbers in the piping cvents the competitors have to co-operate morc
with the Gamecs Committeces.

Remember, the people who give there time and effort frece gratis
to work on these committees are doing as much for the promotion of
Piping as the players and arc at lecast cntitled to the small courtesy
of having the competitors arrive on time.

There arc other phascs of the competitions that perhaps should
be looked at, onc being the amount of time lost betweecn bands in the
Pipe Band compctition but more on that at a later date.

In closing let me again remind you. The rule is there., It has
been used. To all of the competing pipers the choice is yours, you
can come early and make surc of playing or comc when you want and take
a chance,

William Lamont
ok sk
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FIVE PASS JUDGES EXAMINATION

On June 15, 1969 ninec people sat a gruelling five hour examina-
tion on piping. This examination was the culmination of a series
of lecctures given by P.M. Archic Cairns and was in two parts. The
first being a written exam followed by an oral scction. Those who
passed arc to be congratulated on their degrec of knowledge with
respect to the Great Highland Bagpipe.

The successful candidates were presented with diplomas by P.M,
Archic Cairng on July 4th, 1969, certifying their completion of the
course and their gualifications as competent judges.,

The five individuals holding certificates arc alphabeticallys

John Low -~ Victoria
John A, MacLeod -~ Vancouver
William Mossie - Viectoria
Norma Thompson =~ Vancouver
James Troy - Victoria
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