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COMING EVENTS 

THE \Ulli.C;_DUVER LADIES PIPE BAND INVITES YOU TO ATTEND THEIR 33RD 

ANNUAL BURNS DINNER ON JANUARY 21, 1984 IN ST. MARY'S HALL ON 
- . -

JOYCE ROAD. $35.00 PER COUPLE. FOR TICKETS PHONE 936-7189. 

ROBBIE BURNS DINNER AND DANCE 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 1984 

COCKTAILS 6-7 DINNER - 7 

DANCING - 9 BAND - HARMONY 

TICKETS - $14. EACH 

LOCATION - MAPLE RIDGE LEGION 

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM ORMA McAFFER 

942 - 0980 

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD FIRST BURNS SUPPER 

JANUARY 28, 1084 

TICKETS $35.00 COUPLE, $17.50 SINGLE 

LOCATION - BRANCH 148 LEGION 

FOR TICKETS CALL JIM PENNER 941 - 4631 OR 

JOHN NICHOL 980-1294 

;:1 [H; U i1
, L G AT H E R I NG 

IT'LL BE HERE BEFORE YOU KNOW !Tl 

PRELIMINARY INFO. MAIN JUDGES IAIN MORRISON 
DONALD MACPHERSON 

DATES APRIL 20, 21st 
PLACE VANCOUVER TECHNICAL SCHOOL 

ENTRIES AND MORE INFORMATION IN NEXT MONTHS' EDITION. 1 



VANCOUVER LAD IES' PIPE BA ND ANN UAL FESTIVAL 

:::_~BRUP,~L_~7, 198<'.1 and FEBRUARY 18 , 1984 

U\rJGAR~\ Ci\~1PUS, 100 \JEST 49TH AVE.; VANCOUVERj B. C. 

No, '. 01 
no. 102 
no . 103 

fl O ., 

NO. 
no. 

r-10::-

no ,. 
no . 
no c 
no . 
no. 

17 00 

no ,, 

1 04 
107 
1 0 8 

'11 3 
11 Lr 

11 5 
11 G 
11 '? 
1 'I I: 

·: 1 9 
1 21 

P~.!:II·1G EVErJTS FR IDAY FEB. 17? 1 984 - 6:00 P.~1. 

cha nte r 
no vice 2/Lr march 
novice sloL.1 a i r 

no. 105 
no. 106 

juv e nil e 2/4 march 
juv e nil e s tr a th spey 
an d ree l 

PIPING EVENTS SA TU liDAY FEB. 18 2 1.984 12~30 P.M. 

HoCoP cB. 6/8 march no , 109 
juni o r 21nateur 2/Lr march no. 11 0 
ju r.ior ar~ateur jig/horn--, 
pipe no. 1 1 1 

no. 11 2 

DRUf~M ING EVENTS 

n• v l~ E ~i o e d1~ mmi ng 2/ 4 march 
jur1ior side drumming M. S. R. 

nov ic P- te r.o r drummi ng 2/ 4 march 

senior amateur M.S. 0
• 

senior amateur jig/ 
hornpipe 
pr ofe ss io nal M.S.R, 
professio nal jig/horn 
pipe 

an a t e L~ t Gn o ::: drumming strathspey and reel 
s snio::: a ;:1ateur side Elrumming 3 -· 5 min. musical medley 
pr • f e~s ional side drumming 3 - 5 min. jusical medlay 

MIN iATLJR[ PI PE BAND COMPETITION - 6:00 P,M. 

Grade 1 
Gr ad e 3 

no . 
no ,, 

120 Garde 2 
1 22 Juvenile 

Both grades 5-7 min. medl ey 
Both grades 4-6 min. medley 

~R CF~ SSl ~AL PR~ZE MONEY: 1st - $50., 2nd - $40 .j 3rd - $30. 

fJ J p [ i3 r-1 N O p R I ~-[ !°'I Oi'J E y' : 

Grci.de 
Gr a de 2 
Grade 3 
Juv e•1 ile 

1 s -~ '.0~ 00, 2nd 
200. 
1 50, 
1 00. 

~; 200. 3rd $100. 
1 25. 75 . 
100. 50. 

75. Lr• • 
ENTRY FEE ~ chanter, novic a ~nd a ll a mateur piping/drumming e ve nts 

t3 . 25 each. Professional eve nt s - $4 .25 each. Pipe 
bands - t15.00 eac h , All fees payable by money orders only 
to \J 2 n co u v e r L ad i e s I Pi p e B a n d A s so c i a t i o n • U • S • c o mp e t ·-
i ~ors ple ase note that U.S. money orders in CANADIAN FUNDS 
ONLY will be accepted. En tr ies will NOT be accepted unl ess 
accompanied by f~e . Doub l e entry fees will be charged for 
l ate entries but defin itel y no e ntrie s accepted day of 
Festival. Cl os ing date: Januar y 23~ 1984. 

f%I L EN TRIES TO~ Kim Chis holm,# 107 7349 - 140th St. 1 Surrey 1 B.C. 
V3W 5]6 or PHONE 594-0434 . Or phone Ang us Ma cPh e rson 

at 939.,.,961 L'i . 
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MINI-BAND CONTEST IN EDMONTON 

On Saturday, March 24, 1984 9 the Edmonton Caledonia Pipe BITTd and 
the Army 9 Navy 9 Airforce Veterans' Club of Edmonton will be spon­
soring a Mini-Band Contest in Edmonton. 

Prizes will be : 1st 
2nd 
3rd 
Lrth 

~~1,000.00 
500.00 
300.00 
200.00 

One tenor drummer is compulsory. 
and one drumming judge. 

No entry fee is required. 
There will be two piping judges 

For details and enquiries contact: David Trew 9 59 W. Terrace Place, 
Spruce Grove~ Alberta. TOE 2CO 
Phone : (403J 962-8476 

THE HAWAIIAN SCOTTISH ASSOCIATION THIRD ANNUAL HIGHLAND GATHERING 

HONOLULU, HAWAII MARCH 25, 1984 

AUSTRALIAN PIPE BAND AND HIGHLAND DANCING CHAMPIONSHIPS . . 

ADELAIDE S.A., AUSTRALIA 

SATURDAY, SUNDAY, MONDAY (EASTER), MARCH 29TH 9 30TH 7 AND 31ST, 
1986 

1986 is the 150th anniversary of the founding of the State of South 
Australia and it has been decided to give the Australian Champion­
ships an Internation flavour by holding it in the City of Adelaide 
and extending a ~elcome to Pipe Bands all over the World. Invitations 
have already gone forward to the Chi e f Constable of Strathclyde, the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary and many other major bands. 

As an incentive to participation and competition, prize money totall~ 
· ing Australian $40,000.00 (That's right - forty thousand Aussie 
dollars) is being offerred, plus trophies. 

Further details, including advertising material will be available 
early in 1984 and will be published in later newsletters. In the 
meantime, any interested band s should contact: D.M. Robert Currie, 
1 Colwood Ave., Fulham, South Australia 5024s Australia. 
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ANNUAL DINNER 

Plans for this year's dinner are currently under way. A repeat of last 
year's successful f6rmat is highly likely with some minor modifications. 
Date has been tentatively set for March 31st. Stay tuned for cetails. 

This year the Association is 
great players from Scotland; 
Both gentlemen have agreed to 
moment: 

RECITALS 

fortunate to have the services of two 
Donald MacPherson and Iain Morrison. 
perform recitals. Probable dates at the 

Donald MacPherson Thursday, April 19 
Iain Morrison Wednesday 9 April 25 

Tickets will be available shortly. 

FEBRUARY KNOCK-OUT 

The next semi-final found of the knock-out will beheld on February 3r~ 
at the Scottish Auditorium. The match-ups will be Jack Lee versus 
Owen Reid and Rob Menzies versus Jimmie Hardie. 

The warm up requirement for February will be 4 parts of polka. The 
rewuirement for march will be any legitimate 3 part tune •• 

Our impromptu feature for February will be the famous pupil-teacher 
contest. This year it will be trios (teacher plus t~o students, not 
student plus two teachers). The tune requirement will be six parts 
of march time in any signature in any combination. Pupils will be 
limited to members of novice and juvenile classes. This is planned 
as a fun event not a serious competition so come on teachers take a 
couple of kids down to the auditorium and participate. Remember 
it 1 s your association" 

If you plan on entering , please call Angus MacPherson at 939-9641. 

In addition to the pupil-teacher a junior band has been invited to put 
on a presentation. Promises to be a good one - see you there! 

Coming in March PIPING TRIVIA prizes~ etc. 
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THE VANCOUVER LADI ES HOST THE OLYMPIA CUP 

FRIDAY 1 FEBRUARY 17 1 1984 

OPEN PIOBAIREACHD CONTEST LIMITED TD EIGHT ENTRIES 

1ST PRIZE 
2ND PRIZE 
3RD PRIZE 

$250 .00 
~1100,00 
~) 50,00 

THIS IS AN EVENING PLANNED TO EDUCATE THOSE OF US WHO 
HAVE LIMITED KNOWLEDGE OF CEOL MOR, IT SHOULD PROVE 
TO BE VERY Er~LICHTENING AS-mJf-fcd~ir~ENTATOR WILL BE OFFE~,­
ING SOME BACKGROUND HISTORY ON THE COMPETITOR'S PIECE. 

ENTRY FEE IS t1,· ,o o Af~D SUB~lISSION OF T:1REE TUNES AT THE 
TIME OF ENTRY IS REQUIRED. FIRST EIGHT ENTRIES RECEIVED 
WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

MAIL ENTRIES TO: KIM CHISHOLM, 107-7349 140TH STREET 9 

SURREY, B,C. 9 V3W 5J6 . 

It is with much sadness that we record the recent passing of Mr. Fred 
Bokenfohr. 
On behalf of the Board of Direc to rs amd Membership of the B.C. Pipers ' 
Association, I would like to express our deepest sympathy to Jean and 
her family. 

,~ngLs MacPherson 
Vice-President 

DECEMBER'S KNOCK-OUT 

December's knock-out competition was held on Friday the 2nd. 
not a large turnout. Thi a was cert ai nly a disappointment as 
previous meeting have been well attended. 

There was 
all 

The evening musical format 
played by each competitor. 
own composition 11 Dr. George 
11 nm Colonel I s Bugle 0

• 

got underway with 2 9/8 warm-up marches 
This was won by Robbie MacNeil playing his 
Peterson 11 and Colin rfagee' s composition 

The first match up of th e evening saw Angus MacPherson against John A. 
Macleod. Angus was first to play. Hi s instrument was well tuned and 
had a good balanced sound. Th e contest consisted of each player play­
ing a small medley of three two-part marches 9 thr ee two-part strath­
speys9 three two-part reels, and jig. 

Angus played some lovely tunes and s urprised the audience by playing 
Highland Laddie as one of his marches. He certainly showed why this 
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tune is as popular today as it ever w~s. Overall, Angus gave a 
strong performance. His a lway~ lovely expressi o n was great to hear. 
john A. Macleod was up next. His pipe 1 slightly lower in pitch 
t han Angus 1 , was solid. Th e chanter was well balanced and the 
drones were terrific. John A; started off with a se lection of Old 
marches and played ~teady from st Art to finish . The judges ga0e 
Angus t he victory as he now acivanc e s to round two. 

The second battle of the night featured Jim St e wart and Drew 
Nuot . J"im waE up fir s t. His music and exec~tion wer e strong from 
the start and his drones were 3tA 2ciy throughout. Unfortunately 9 

the top hand of his ~hanter ~e nt sharp on him and this hurt his 
overall good performance. Drew Noot came on strong right from 
the start with _three aggr e ssive ~arc he s. His pipe was well tuned 
and he played strongly . His jig~ the Irish Washerwoman was a little 
f a st but he finished nicely. The judge s gave brew the nod over Jim. 

Th e th i r d : 1 o c k u L' -!::. s a td D : .. m c a n I :r e s G r f a c e F, c.r b b y f"I 2 c Ne i l • Du 1·1 c a 1 7 

was up first. !· le pl ,} yed 1J 1. ti1 h.:;..s usual s --cron :::i hands. The music was 
s mo u th w i tho u t an y no t i c e a b l e b u , , :-i r-; , I' n f o r tt ! n o. tf:1 l y h i s b a CJ p i p e tJ as n c t 
going to behave c1s the drones tJr:rnt nu t o f tl !nc. Th i J was unfortunate 
as his performance 9 musicall y an d -crJchi ,icall y, 1, Ja s quite sou11d. Robbie 
1Jas the last to pla;'. 'H s fil c1. r c hes 1Jere 1 2/8; a11d he provided s orne 
very enl i ghteninq music ,. Hobb i e _, L,1ho Sc-E ms to g e t s t ..:-o ngfH ev 8 ry tim e 
h 8 pl u y s , g 8 \/ e a 11 e r y g o o Li p 1:2 r :' o r mp r1 c H i s b a g p j_ p '=' L, a s u o 11 t u n o d 
and nicely pitched , The jud'] P::, ,::; warcl o d Robbie for hi s fine offorts 
by giving him tl w ed ge o ·,; r,;· Qu;~r::an. 

~fter the knock-out comp e titi o n the audienc e W3 S treoted to a performance 
by the Seattle Pip e Band . Th ~ b a nd wa s up for th e wae k-end to comp e te 
in the Triumph Street I~donr Cont es t. It was good to have the band 
turnout . Thoy gave a wel J a ~preciated show. 

Peter /\ umon i er. 

J A N U 1~ RY I( :~ iJ C I< - 0 U T 

1 h c f' i :r s t k no c k - o u t o f 1 9 8 tr tJ 8. s i7 8 l d o 11 J an u a r \' 6 t h o. t t h 2 /1 u d i t o r i u 1'.1 • 

A disap pointing tur11out was on hand t o hear some o f th r: best pl a ying of 
the conpetition so far. 

Unfortunately two pla yers, Hal Senyk s nd D. Wilson, we r8 un a ble t o fulfil 
their playing obligations, l eaving Alison Palmer and Steve Geddes to 
proceed to the next round. To make the ev e ning ~ little more interest-­
ing Steve an d Alison competed unoffic a lly. Whi : e both pl ayed very well 
ind Red, Alison carried off the bottle of Be11·s . 1·he semi-fi nal round 
saw JimuTroy c1nd Pete Aumonier compet e f or th e chance to play at the 
Ann ual Dinner . Both pipers put forward commendable performances but 
I'm afr~id Pete will hav e to buy his n wn dinner this ye ar as Jamie got 
the nod from judges Drew Nootj J2mes Uatt and Ji~ Stewart. 

The warm-up event 9 four parts cf 4/4, saw Steve Geddes win ning with a· 
fine rendition of a 12/8. 

Following the competition~ an imprompt u 6/ 8 co nt est was held attracting 
seven competitors. Judge Jack Cair ney recognized Jim Troys name and 
6 



awarded him first place. 

Despite the small turnout, an enjoyable time was had by all, as well as 
Robbie Collins. 

BAND CHATTER 

Congratulations are extended t o Bill and Jud y McDowell. They are th e 
proud parents of a baby girl. Mother and daughter, Erin Leigh, are 
reported in fine condition. However 9 Bill is still recuperating! 

While on the sub ject of congratulations most people have heard by now 
that Peter Aumonier and Linda MacPherson are getting married next 
October. Well, these things have a way of snowba lling and congratu­
lations are extended to Br uc e Gandy ·a nd Bev Rollo. Bruce and Bev are 
tying the knot in December of 1 84. 

Anyone who attended the Vancouver Ladies annual Christmas party had 
the dubious honour of witnessing the first performance of the newest 
pipe band to hit the West Coast. The band is comprised of a group of 
fathers, whose daughters play in the Ladi es, and are under the expert 
tuitio n of Angus MacPherson. To say the least, the band has a unique 
sou nd, The music is incredible and the execut ion us unbelievable! 
(you can interpret this as you wish). Frank Steven assures me that the 
band will not be competing in the grade one competition at the indoor 
meet but rumour has it that they intend to. 

In last month 1 s newsletter it was reported that George McKillop had 
retired from Simon Fraser Pipe Band . Well 9 George had a short retire~ 
ment and is indeed back in the band. 

Once again the City of Victoria Pipe Band did not compete at the Triumph 
Street Contest. Some of the band members were caught in a snowstorm in 
Portland and thus the band was unable to attend! If you remember, last 
year several band members were ill and the band did not attend. In 
fact over the last 11 years the band has missed the contest 3 -r 4 times 
due to un fortunate circumstances, However, the band expresses its' 
regret at not having attended as they do rec og nize the hard work that 
the organizers put into running the competition, 

We wish to extend our congratulations to Jim Stewart a nd Alison Palmer 
on the announcement of their recent engagement. Jim and AlisGn are try­
ing to f it the wedding in between band t urno uts and competitions. 
Good Luck! 

OVERHEARD AT THE KNOCK-OUT 

After looking at the size of our '1 one II ounce drink • 11 Th e B • C . pipers 1 

were the first organization to operate their. bar in metric". 
Robbie Collins 
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Neil Pa lm e r 

J AN UARY MINI GATHERING 

Once agai n· t here was a g6od turn -o ut at the Mini Ga th eri ng held on J an uary 
7 1 1984. The judges for the day were Alison Pa lm e r 1 Jim Stewart and J ame s 
Watt. The results were as follows: 

CH.1\N TE R MARCH NOVICE 11 At1 STRATHSPEY AND REE L 

1 • Lyne Irving 1. Gl e n Mitchell 
2 . Harlan Janson 2 . Norma Macleod 
3 • f~i chiko Kariya a nd 3 . Sophia Th omson 

Shonna Ra nkin 
4 . Colin Newla nds a nd Va'l Mark 

NOVICE 11 B0 STRATHSPEY AND REEL JUVENILE JIG 

1. Cathy Macleod 
2 . Robby n Gel l 
3. Heat her MacDona l d a nd 

Todd Sinclair 

JU NIOR PIOGAIREACHO 

1 • Kare n ~la r k 

1. Graeme Savage 
2. Miche lle Lang sto n 
3. Lesley MacKay 

AMATEUR MARCH STRATHSPEY & REEL 

1. Darleen Miharija 
2 . Sha unn a Stephen 
3 . Robert Macleod 

We would ask that th e trophy winners from the 1982/83 Mi ni Gat he rin gs 
please return their t r ophi es at the next Mini Gather in g to be he ld on 
Saturday 9 February 4 , 1984 . 

Th e February 4th Mini Gathering will commence at 10:00 a .m. The time 
schedule is as follows: 

CHANTER SLOW AIR 
IWVICE 6/8 MARCH 
J UVENILE PIOBAIREACHD 

10:00 
10:00 

(ground and a var i atio n) 
Not before 11 :0D 

JUNIOR HORNPIPE Not before 11 :OD 
AMATE UR PIOBAIREACHO ( s ub mit 2 ) 

Not before 11 :30 

8 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The recent move by th2 Vancouvor Ladi8s Pips Band to run a professiona l 
piobaJreachd co~petition ~-n conjunction with their annual festiv~ l, is 
a move that daserves praisB. The B.C. Pirsrs 1 Assocjation has done 
much to promote light music throughout the years but, with the excepti on 
of thE-J indoor meet: has clorie littl e to prCJmote piobairoachd playing. 
Th e obvious reeson for this is thRt the associaaion is committed to 
providing entertainment for a n aL1di.ence l a rgely composed of non-piobair­
eachd playing spectators. I think th.ls is 2 poor excuse for avo id ing 
t he i s s u e • F o r a i Ju r j _ s t ( a i7 d I 2 d mi t I fa l .1. i n to th i s c a+, o g o r y ) 
piobaireachd is the highest form of bagpipe rn~sic 3nd it sho:Jld not be 
cast aside. The Vanccuvsr LaJiss Pipe 8andiis a tompting to promote 
interest :i.n thj_s music:,l st1bj1:ict ty givi11g Liackqro u nd information on 
tune3 plRyed by aac~ co~petit • r. A c~~1~9ntator will intro~LlCB each player 
and give a brief history bGh1r1ci the tune, hopefully covering suc h topics 
RS origir1, composer; sr:instrucl:iun 1 ;:.rn:~ c:t11y other inter2st in g info:rmntio n. 
F o r th i s r e a s c n th c c C' m p e t j_ t i. o 11 w .i. l 1 t ,-1 k ~, o r1 +: h e f o r 111 o f mo r e o f a 111 u s -

- i c a :;_ c o n c e r t . I u rrJ e a r , ~' o n e 2 : , _; u c :i_ :.:-~ ·t. e cl LJ i t : 1 p i r-- i. n g t o a t t e n cJ • Mo s t 
people who gi\ie yo u the Line'~ h:::,tc rio~, ajreacl1d, it:s borincj 11 have 
never listened to more thal7 'iO ,~.i.n1:+:.e2 o:" a pi_obaireachc! competition . 
Anyone who stu~~e3 pinbairoac ~d can te 1.l you that thR more they learn 
the more they enjoy th8 muai~. So gi~o i~ a cha nce 1 support the co n test 
an cJ you may lo a r n 8 o ::ie th i 11,2 _ '.J 2 3 r EJ :c u cc 3 s sf u l in promoti ng l i n h t music 
and this is c,c!rtninJ.y .irnpcrt.-r1c.~ but lr~t·· s 11ot lose sight of this other 
cvenue of bagpipe mu3i.c. 

Peter (11Jf,70ilirJr 

'1 ' \' "" \I" \f •• • •• "" \ • I •I"•• V" \f \ ' '1 ' I • •• . , \I '1 ,, "•• • r" •I •r •I"" •I \I,,••\'"\• •I" \r _, ,1 \•" ••\I -"M •, ,•,-; •, ;-,.;•, ,~ • • .-•,,•; ,• •n • •, .- •,; •, .- •, .- • O; •,,• , ;- •,: •, .;• •,.; •,, •, , •.: •, ,• • • 0 '"; .. •, .. •:1• •,;,- •, \ •, \ ••. \"';·• •,,• •,.• •,, ,• •,_••,;•I .. -, ,••I\••.,••, t-,-; -;, •,.• -:.,• -. -.• •,.• •, .. •,,• •,,• -,,•,, •,; 

Abercleen 9 Scotlar1d 

Si ncG my vi s it to you~ ~uv8ly c~v/ s3~~ral yesrs ago as pip i ng jud ge 
to y o u r v e r y r e k : : o u rHo d /1, rm u a 1 Pi p i r1 g co rn p e t j_ t i. o n , e r1 urn b e r o f y e a r s 
ago :• you h s v c pr i v cl r" g e d me 1J i ti 1 :' G g ~ i la r ::L=i .J. i v or y o f your newsletter , 

I hevG 3~way~ meant to mnke soma contributions to 1 • ur artic les but 
being typicilly ~ishlRnd~ I keep puttin9 things • ff. 

Although I haven 1 t engr1gecJ myseJr- i11 the com 1Jetitive fit:: ld rece ntl y I 
am still Rcti vely involvnd in pipin~ . I havo found myself a job as 
sa curi ty man2ger with a su 1:;2r--st • re in this s.rea sinco 1,1y retirement 
f :com the Po.licr:J. 

Co nv ey my warmest wishes and success to your society. 

Yours ayei 
Do11;_, lcl riorrison 

Glasgow, Scotland 
- enjoyed Doug Grant's articlG on his travels in foreig n co untr i es 9 

especially ths bit a bout tho pipe bnnd in Singapo~B which start ed from 
scratc h and was pJ.aying on tha s~reat aftor six mo nt hs . I don't claim a 
wo rlcl rGcord, but I did the same tris~ in three and a half weeks, 



The occasion was at the Ga~lic College in ~~pe Breton some years·~ga 
w h en t h e C i t y F a th e r s o f C amp be 11 to n 1 N e w B r u n s w i c k , de c i d e d th at t h-e-y 

. . . --w.ould like to have a pipe band, so they sent abo ut fifteen teenagers to 
attend the four-week summer school. A few days after they arrived I 
heard the Reverend A.W.R. MacKenzie (our director ) being quoted on the 
radio to the e ffect that the band would play on the first day of the 
Mod. Naturally I thought the whole idea was crazy but A.W.R. had proved 
many people wrong in the past, the boys were prepared to accept the 
challenge so why not me? 

There were over fifty piping students and I was the only instructor so 
most of the work they had to do themselves, far off in the woods for the 
sake of the health of e verybody else in the school. Ev en at that, after 
two weeks James L. MacKenzie, with tears in his eyes, begged me to teach 
them a second tune 9 which reluctantly I did, 

Came the big day a nd the band marched down and on to the Mod stage play­
ing :rthe Brown--Haired ['1aiden n to thunderous app lau se, especially from 
the other students. After a few moments, they gave a very creditable 
rendering of 11 Scots Wha Haen and following a f urther pause to give the 
audience a chance to forget the first tune, they marched off tr the 
11 Brown-Haired Maiden :: once again • 

Of course the boys were at it every day and half the night. They came 
back again for a number of years and then stopped, but whether this was 
because they needed no more instruction or had disbanded, I never found 
out . 

The world record, however, is not mine. I discovered later that early 

.. 

in the war Willie Ross had produced a band for the Polish Army in exactly 
three weeks. I doubt if anyo ne will ever beat that. 

r 

Yours sinceroly, 
Se u m as f'l a c Ne i 11 

~ ·-·-----· ~~.--------------------------
POACHING 

Webster's New World Cictionary describes poaching as follows: 11 to take 
anything by unfair or illegal means; steaJ.n . Certainly amongst pipe 
bands poaching is not illegal, aithough it is unfair and se lfi sh . 
Over the years prairie pipe bands have been brought to their knees by 
the loss of their most experienced players to bands that do not develop 
their own. 

The most noted poachers are those who produce nothing themselves and 
consequently are forced to exist by lifting the work of the more pro­
ductive bands. Persuading fifteen-year-olds to the bands that have 
trained them, equipped them, and provided them with a family of friends -
all in exchange for pie-in-the-sky promises - is not the act ion of 
gentlemen. Many bands have invested considerable har-earned dollars to 
train their members a nd even pay their way to summer schools. ~hy? 
Hardly to fatten some other less industrious organizations. 

Now all of this is not to say that a player shou ld not e able to 
1 0 



change sides, for there are ethical ways to do so. Ir sports it is the 
rule that toarns do not even approach players who are playing with anotrer 
team. If a club wishes to obtain a player it approaches tho other tea~ 
and attempts to initiate a fair trade. On the other hand, a player who 
wishes to change teams first becomos a free agent, independent of any tea 
team; only then does he entertain offerP from rival organizations . Certain­
ly these practises help preserve the integrity of both the teams and the 
individuals involved. 

Amongst pipe bands, however, there are no such rules. We are all in it 
for the pleasure and inner satisfaction that music and comradeship 
provide, Gentlemen ~o not need rules to govern their relationships with 
their friends. Poaching 7 howev8r 9 is a practise which causes lasting 
disi1armony and distrust amongst people who should be sharing the rewards 
and pleasures of a common love - - pipe bands. After all, what is really 
at stake here is integrity . 

Webster's New World Dictionary has on other interesting definition of 
poaching

7 
one that the last few years has shown also pertains to pipG 

bands. Webster concludes that to poach is to 11 turn to mud; become soggy 
and ful1. of holes when trampled, 11 

Excerpt from the Prairie Pipe Band A sociation Newsletter, submitted by 
J.L. McWilliams, pipe major of the MSose Jaw White Hackle Optimist 
Pipe Band. 

-- -~----------~------------...--~--- --'"-~,,__~---.--- ... .,,. ------ ----~,----------
CASH CMSINO NIGHT AND DANCE 

MARCH 10y 1984 7P.M. - 1 A.M. 

SPONSORED BY THE SIMON FRASER PIPE BAND 

MORE DETAILS NEXT MONTH 

·~-~------- - ... -· ... ---------=---- ---= ----~~-----------=---- --------·-- .- -- .........., _ ____, __ _ 

1984 MEMBERSHIP DUES 

IT'S TIME AGAIN TO PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES. DUE TD INCREASED POSTAGE 
AND M,LHERIALSjl IT HAS BEEN NECESSARY TO RAISE THE DUES THIS YEAR. IF 
YOU WANT TO KEEP YOUR NEWSLETTER COMING REGULARLY, KEEP YOUR DUES PAID 
UP. ACTIVE AND ASSOCIATE $12.00 PENSIONERS AND JUNIORS (UNDER 
18YEARS OF AGE) $G.DD 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

ACTIVE 

~~---~----- - ~--
~-----~--=---- --~~------------

A.SSOCI ATE O • .A.P. JUNIOR 

MAIL TO: NEIL PALMER, 4694 lJ. 7TH AVE., VANCOUVER, 8.C. V6R 1X5 
11 




