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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

1738 Lee Avenue
Victoria, B.C.
NovemLer 29, 1970

BoC. Pipers' Association
1073 Doran Road'
North Vancouver, B.C.

Dear Sir:

I was very disappointed to read in the November issue of the
Newsletter, that the Professional Piobaireachd lists are to be dis
continued for this year. In my opinion, the removal of the lists
is a great leap backwards as far as professionalism is concerned.

I do not play in the professional contest yet and see no reason
why I should if this policy continues. To remove the lists, removes
the professionalism of the contest. In effect it is reduced to one
of amateur standards; thus defeating its purpose as the highest order
of competition.

If the Directors feel that the lists discourage the "professional'
piper^from competing because of the time it takes to learn several new
piobaireachds each year, I respectfully submit that the piper should
not be classified as a "professional".

If the Board has related last years discouraging number of
professional players to the standards imposed and as a result has
come up with the present policy, I suggest that they have misinter
preted. The divisions in piping are subject to cyclical fluctuations
as is almost anything. Large surpluses of players exist in the amateur
and mder classes and recent evidence suggests' that numbers of players
in the professional classification has just started to Increase, (be-
iore, the Board's decision). This is largely due to amateurs moving
lip o

I'm_sure that in the next few years we'll see the professional
increase in numbers primarily because of amateurs moving up

^d NOT because the restrictions on Professional Piobaireachd have
been relaxed.

If the Board is,  . ^ going to base their decision on this matter simply
by comparing numbers, the lists will be lost and the opportunity cost

oe great. The cost will be in terms of talented players forgone.

Sincerely,

Byron Barnard
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NEVJ EVENTS IN THE V.L.P.B. FE3TIVAL

The Vancouver .Ladies' Pipe Band annual Festival will he held
February 26 and 27, 1971 at 3t, John's (Shaughnessy) Church,
past this festival has primarily been a dancing oriented event with
less emphasis placed on many aspects of piping and drumming. This
year, as previously, we still wish to encourage dancing, but we are
intending to include added events for pipers and drummers. These
events are listed below and will appear on the program, however they
will be deleted if there are insufficient competitors.

PIPING:

In the

B" playing March, Strathspey
Class "D" playing March,

Professional Piping; Five minute time limit.

Quartets: Class "C" and
and Reel.

DRUMMING:

Novice: Playing a March, Amateur, Senior Amateur and
Professional playing March, Strathspey and Reel.

Drum Corps: Class "C"
and Reel,

and "B" playing March, Strathspey
Class "D" playing March,

For entry forms and further Information contact:

Burgess - ̂ -^67 West l6th Avenue
Telephone - 22k-k-921

Mrs,

sft'

THE V.L.P.B. BURNS SUPPER

The_Vancouver Ladles' Pipe Band 20th Annual Burns Supper will
be held January 16th at :the Gizeh Shrine Temple, 3550 V/ayburne,
Burnaby. The Temple is located four blocks ease of Willingdon, on
Canada Way, then turn south at Wayburne.' There will bo a cocktail hour
from 5:30 - 6:30 and dinner will be served at 6:30. There will be
bar service available. Tickets - $5»00 per person.

For tickets and further information contact Mrs. Taylor at
^33-207^ or Mr. Purdy at 277-3897,

TARTAN BALL

^ ̂  , The New Westminster Highland Games annual Tartan Ball will be
held Friday, February 26th, 1971 at the Gizeh Temple in Burnaby.

Andy Arnots Band - Bar Opens 8 P.M. (5 for $2.00)

Grand March 9 P.M. - Dancing until 1 A.M.

Form a party and book a table.

Tickets from Donald Ross - 526-7905 or Bill Lyons  - 526-816I

Dress Optional
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BANFF HIGHLMD GATHBRIITG AND WOBKRTTnP

n-o ^ major piping, drumming and dancing competition and eathen'no-

a?e tiat Easter holiday feekeSd. A?1 ?ndiSSoS "
thn TT q largest events of

^Qdals, trophies and cash awards
and a full range of classes is planned for the
irom a chanter competition to Prof
drumming, mini bands and
classes„

its kind in Canada
will be most attractive
competition running

esslonal Plobaireachd, traditional
major dancing championships and regular

TK. -H most attractive features is the adiudicators nnd

E§ “1“
in piping and dru«ijg yet namedf ®

P

more

vary we?c™f ̂dM“?eg®c°?taS°2ri^ Pl'i 1==
their experience at ^roat benefit from

The social activiti
lots of entertainment
- is being planned^
your members will i

os of a gathering have not been forgotten and

sArtaklFare
v/elcome and we hope many of

join us in making Banff a memorable event.

Full details will be
be somewhat limited
information i

available very shortly. Accomn^odation will

IS received PAhfioep"you°?nformed?"“‘'‘^‘‘-

SO

DATESf APRIL 10, 11, 12 & Ikth
PLACE; BANFF SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS

BANFF, ALBERTA

For further Information please contact: Mrs. Heather Jolley
936-8548



THE BRATACH WAM BEAM

(The Banner of the Mountains)

regarding the competition for the

of reaLS?^ Society Banner may be of interest to a number

The set tunes

- Scarce of Fishing
- The Vaunting
- The Lament for the Earl of Antrim

“®“bers of the Society's advisory
Ihe?ffn)F ?hF? fb “ procedure might attract more compotltoL.therefore5 the following program is announced:

for 1971 are;

competitor, will notify us of his or her intention to
compote at any time after June 1, I97I, we will, by return mail
designate the tune (from the above list) that ho or she will be’
ashed to play on the evening of the competition.

_  It IS believed that this procedure will in no
individual's'responsibility to.have the
However, it will give all,concerned a
or her "time of the evening”.

way lessen the
set tunes thoroughly memorized,

fair opportunity to polish his

May_we remind the competitors that it is incumbent upon the
banner_winner to accept an economy air flight from his or her home to
Prestwick and return to his or her home in the United States or Canada
Ihe acceptance is for the purpose of representing the Spokane Fio-

Society in the Highland Society’s Gold Medal Competition in
.r'nn A.. any country

Gathering^^^^^°^^^' coveted Gold Medal at the Argyleshiro

competitors for the banner,
planned to hold a 6/8 March competition before or after the Pio-
baireachd competition.

it is

dHii fPo^ane Piobairoachd Society policy that competitors
S hotSTn^ an entry fee of any kind. The costs inherent
in holding, such a competition will never fall on the shoulders of the

^instead, will be borne by others. We must nLer fSr-
get that these dedicated competitors spend hour after hour of their own
time in memorizing and polishing these immortal classics for our
pleasure as well as their own. This delightful musical Iceacv handed
down to us by the MacCrimmons, MacArthurs MacIntyres, Bruccs^’M^-

oSr??ves V^ilsons,’does nothing buroL’-iS all
our lives, lo is our privilege and responsibility to uroserve this
unique musical culture in every way, preserve tnis

,  is pointed out that the Bratach Nam Boann competition is ouon
to non-members as well as to members of the Spokane Piobaireachd Sneietv
Mr, Seumas MacNeill has been invited to adjudicate the SS cLpow!^'
thn^A/S'^ Du. John Mac As kill who has boon invited, will adjudicate
the 6/8 marches, time permitting, ’ ciajuurcaoe

Jolin McEwing
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VfflSTERN PTPE B/J'JP ASSOCIATION

Tho Wostcrn Pipe Band Association hold its annual gonoral mooting
last Novombor 21st in the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 179 Annex.
Slight amendments were made to tho constitution and a now executive
was elected. Tho new association officers are; President - P.M,
Ian MacDougall, 1st Vlcc-Prosidont - Garnet Snow, 2nd Vice-President -
P.M. Jimmy Lang, Secretary - Bob Milne, Assistant Secretary
McRae and Treasurer - P.M. Tom Blnnio.

Bruce

+. follov/ed that same night by a dinner and dance
at the Lions Gate Legion Hall. The guest speaker was Mr. Lament,
President of the B.C. Pipers' Association v;ho gave a well received

between the two organizations, , Tho dance followed
and although tho crowd was quite small, enthusiasm and high spirits
made it a most enjoyable evening.

^Gry shortly the Association will bo issuing a small booklet
regulations x^e have adopted concerning pipe

bands and individual drumming. ¥c hope that this will clarifv^
areas that have been a bit ill-defined for some years.

Finally, the Western Pipe Band Association is planning another
very full year and is hopeful that its efforts will encourage all
aspects - of pipe band x^rk. ^

some

WIT r±JJ-JI AMS LAKE HIGHLfaWD GAP^G

,  amual V/illiamsLake Highland Games will bo hold August
IH, 19/1 Keen interest is developing in the Williams Lake Area and
representation from tho Lower Mainland is

Remember the date;

encouraged.

August IL, 1971

For more Information x\rrito Mrs. Peggy Chambers
Box 19^7
Williams Lake, B.C.

^  association was- saddened to hoar of the passing of James
McGillivray Thomson on December 7, 1970, at the age of^9 years!

Mr, Thomson has been
for many years.

The Association extends its deepest

a. member of tho B.C, Pipers' Associati

sympathy to tho Thomson

on
as well as many other Scottish associations.

 family.
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THE PIPER OF THE MONTH

James Lojig, Pipe Major of the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, is
our Piper^of the Month, Pipe Major Lang was born in Glasgow, and was
educated in Dunbartonshire, Scotland, Jimmy was always interested in
piping and at the age of 12 he was an enthusiastic pupil of Pipe Major
George Shearer, _ At 17 the Lang family emigrated to Canada and
settled in Winnipeg, Shortly after his arrival he joined the Queens
Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada (Cadet Battalion). In 195^ he
joined the Senior Battalion (Militia) under Pipe Major A, H. Graham
and served with the Cameron's until 1961,
competing professionally,

Jim was a member of the Manitoba Pipers Association for eight years
and held most offices. He was one of the founders of the Tartan Ball in
Winnipeg which is still a social highlight of the year. Jim was kept
busy as the chief piper for the Manitoba Highland Dancing Association
for five years as well as being the piper for the Winnipeg Gaelic
Society.

During this time Jim was;

1961 saw the Pipe Major move to the Pacific Coast and join the
Royal Canadian Engineers Pipe Band as Sergeant Piper, and in 1962
playing under P,M, Ron Foreman the band won the "B" Class in the
Pacific International competitions. In 1963 the band was disbanded
and shortly thereafter he transferred to the Seaforth Highlanders.
In 1965 James was elevated to Sergeant and in 1966 he was promoted to
Staff Sergeant Piper. On_the retirement of P.M.'A.J. Duncan in I968
James Lang was appointed ripe Major and he became the fourth Pipe
Major in the history of the Regiment.

In 1967 he was Pipe Major on tour of a mini-tattoo v^hich toured
such B.C. towns as Nelson, Kimberley and Trail. The band plays twice
a year at the United States Marine Dinner in Seattle and San Francisco.
One of the highlights of Pipe Major Lang's piping life was playing for
the Colonel-in-Chief, Prince Phillip, when he visited Vancouver in
November, I969,

The formation of the Western Pipe Band Association in I969 was
of keen interest to Pipe Major Lang, Being the pipe major of
Vancouver's most traditional band, it seemed only fitting that he
take an active interest in the administration of the newly formed
Association. His present position, after the recent elections, is
2nd vice president and a member of their advisory board. Jimmy is
most enthusiastic and looks forv/ard to an active future in the
Association.

Pipe Major Lang fools that the band has embarked on a new
program and hopes the Soaforths will be strong competition next year.
V/e look forward to this and wish Pipe Major Lang much success in
1971.
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KNOCK-OUT COtfl^ETITIOM RESULTS

The second of our first round competitions in the Knock-out
series for professional pipers was held on December h, 1970. Once
again more than 100 spectators managed to squeeze into the Steelhall
on Broadway to onjoy the entertainment.

Unfortunately the first competition between Ruairidh Macdonald
and Jamie Troy did not materialize, Jamie had been ill and was not
able to compete. Ruairidli, _however, showed som.e of the skill which won
nim the 1-oiock-out competition last year and gave an enjoyaW o per
formance. o J

xhe second compotltion for the evening was between Albert Duncan
and Bruce Topp. Albert played first. Bruce followed with one of the
most _ entertaining perform.ancos presented this year. The judges
unanimously awarded Bruce the win, Bruco and Ruairidh will compete
against each other on the 5th of March,

n  . Imock-out competition will soe Harold Senyk compote with
David Wilson and Bill Russell with Bill Elder. This will bo the
Annual General Meeting of the Association and x^re would like to
oncourago as many of our Active Members as possible to attend, Re-
mornbor,^evory active Member has a vote and it is in the best interest
oi the association if evoryono excorcisos his right to vote.

DATE; JANUARY 8th, 1971

TIME;' 7;30 P.M,

PLACE; STEELWORKERS HALL
33 East BroadxAfay

;jiNU;.L GATHERING JUDGE

of ̂ our active pipers will know P,M. Archie Cairns.
resided in '/ictorla for about two years before being transferred to
Ottawa with tho iiir Force, Before leaving for Eastern Canada P,M,
Cairns judged at many of our local games and has established himself
as a highly respected piping authority.

^The B,C. Pipers' Association has been fortunate to acquire the
services of P.M. Cairns for this years /umual Gathering,
week in Vancouver ho plans to give two recitals as well as judgS
at our major_event of tho year, Archie's friends and acquaintances
will bo looking forv/ard to his brief stay in Vancouvor,

During his
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DGcombor 7? 1970

B.C. Pipers' Association
1073 Doran Road
Nortli Vancouver, B.C.

Dear Sir:

Just a quick lino to inform you that my Assistant and I have
tondored our resignations as Directors of the University of Iowa
Girls Band, nftor making a real honest attempt to turn the group
into a respectable pipe band, it has become evident the University
simply wants a "show" unit.

Playing tunos like "Yellow Submarine", "The Iowa Corn Son^",
and "Brahms Lullaby" is just a little more than my dodication to
the Piob Mor could stand. Tho pressures of a college classroom
make it impossible to run a voluntary band requiring the intense
practice schedule these coeds need. The girls v/ork extremely hard
but receive no academic credit for thoir efforts.

I would bo more than happy to correspond with any member of
tho piping society who might bo considering occupying these positions.

My address is: F.J. Whyte
710 20th Avenue, # 5
Coralvillo, Iowa
522^0

Yours Ayo,

Fred VRiyte.

ANNUAL DINNER

Tho month of tho iinnua.1 Dinner is to bo changed from tho usual
February. This year it has been decided to coincide tho Dinner with
tho final Knock-Out Competition event. This will be in Juiio and wo
will publish tho exact date in a later issue.

GEHER.IL MEETING

Remember tho date of the Annual General Mooting

January 8, 1971

Please note tho time - 7:30 P.M.
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SUBSCRIPTI0N8 A THING OF THE PAST

Earlier this year tho policy was made to discontinue subscriptions
to the Nov/slettor<, Anyone wsinting our publication must be a member of
the B.Co Pipers' Association,T

Since August wo have been sending copies to many having expired
subscriptions but this comes to an end as of this issue,

c including a memborship application for those of our sub-
o continue receiving the Newsletter. Remember, you

need not be a piper to bo a member of our Association,

cate whether you are applying for activo

¥c ar
scribers who wish 4-

Please bo sure to ind
or associate mombershipo

Active Member must be pipor
- has I'otj.ng powers

n

Associate Member need not bo a piper
- has no voting powers,

or, who arc presently members of the B.C.
sj.gn your application,

lo- membership foes ($2,00 for Old Age
a $1.00 j.niti.ation foe, total $6,00 with your

A proposer and a so con;
Association, musu

Please include
Pensioners) plus
application.

a

Pipers I

5,00

No THE BRITISH_ COLUMBIA PIPERS' ASSOCIATION9 0 ●

Application for Membership,,
Active or Associate

Namn of Applicant,,,,.
Address of Applicant,,,,

Name of Proposer
Name of Seconder

I hereby make application for
Pipers' Association,
elected to memborship, agr
by-laws and regulations of

Date

S O C 3 O O

' ® C O -j 0 0 fl O 3

?> c- o 3 C' u 0 V P a C ^

c 0 ● n o « o A o c .v 9 u o

eo to be

O ooees oago o
09 JO

-  9 ■> 3 O 0 0 <■. cn «- t> to i> o9O«0coo

V c ■» e ● o o ●

9 -j ao9oojaop3o«o <f eoQO«

r A 0 oQ 9 a o r< o»e9«c** .>o <» ose

membershin in the British Columbia
and dep sit the sum of and if I-am

bound by and abide by all the rules
the Association,

ooooeorjocA ijo

Signature of Applicant

Occupation - « 0 0
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THE NORTHERN MEETING

Invornoss, 1970

Gold Modal Plobalroachd - 1, Andrew Wright, Paisloy; 2,
Dundoc5 3, Finlay MacNoill, Inverness;; Cpl. J. Banks,
5, John Matheson, Bathgate.

Jaraos McIntosh,
Scots Guards;

March - 1, Ian MacLcllan, Boarsdon; 2, Cpl. Iain M. Morrison, Edinburgh;
3, John Vaison, Campbeltown; Arthur Gillies, Kilchrenan.

March, Strathsn ey and Reel - 1, I-.in MacLood, Edinburgh; 2, Cpl. Iain
Morrison; 3? Lawrie Gillospic, Edinburgh,

Plobairoachd - Gold Clasp - 1, Donald Maephorson, Exmouth; 2, Hugh A,
MacCallurn, Bridge of Allan; 3, Iain MacFadycn; John MacFadyon.

Strathspeys and Reels - 1, Jolan N. MacAskill, Lairg; 2, A. Anderson
Edinburgh; 3, Duncan D, McDiarmid, Aberfcldy; 4, Ian MacLcllan,
Bearsdon,

J.i,Es - 1, Vailiam Morrison, South Uist; 2, John MacAskill; 3, Ian
MacLcllan,

Junior March, Strathspey and Reel (Under 18) - 1
Invergordon; 2, Gary Lumsden, Elgin; 3
4, George MacKay, Huntly*

Junior March (Under 15) - 1, Kenneth Ma.cLonnan, Conon Bridge; 2, Roger
Sharp, Laggan; 3? Graham Brown, Aberdeen; 4, Roderick 3,
Inverness.

Alex, Mackenzie,
Lewis Murdoch, Kingussie;

Ma.cdonald,

Reprinted from the
Piping Tim
December, 1970

V-/ >—)

.  CKRISTMulS GREETINGS

The two "wise men" of the Newsletter have Just stumbled 6ff
their Camels after an exhausting literary year, ILL though most
disappointed in not winning any literary awards the best we can do
is wish the membership a very Merry Christmas and a Happy Now Year,

Bob and Linda
Bill and Sharyn

One more year
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