DECEMBER, 1970 NO. 108






B.C. PIPERS' NEWSLETTER

Published by the British Columbia Pipers' Association.

PRESIDENT WILLIAM LAMONT
VICE-PRESIDENT WILLIAM ELDER
SECRETARY ISHABEL ROSS
TREASURER ROBERT GUNN

B.C. Pipcrs' Newsletter

EDITORS: Robert Gunn
William Elder

The B.C. Piper s' Necwsletter is published monthly at 1073 Doran Road,
North Vancouver, B.C. by the British Columbia Pipers' Association and

is distributed to all members. Address 211 communications concerning

the Newsletter to the above address. All other communications to the
Segrotary, B.C. Pipers' Association, 834 Burnaby Strcct, New Westminster,
B.C.

DECEMBER, 1970 Contents NO. 108
Lottcr to t].’le Edj—tor.-‘.ﬁ...l...OU.O°G...0.0'..'.005"..‘.........P3’gc" l

New Events in the Vancouver Ladies' Pipe Band Festivale.ees......Page 2

PO

The Vancouver Ladics Pipe Band Burls SUDDETe..eeeocscecsesssssss.Page
The New Westminster Highland Games Tartan Ballicovavssnssnss ssns s PASE
Banff Highland Gathecring and WorKSlODeseonecessoscessansonansesssPOgE
The Bratach Nam BeaNNeeescesoossensccsecsssescassccossssconsseossPag0
Western Pipe Band AssociatiolleeesccsscecoessacsessescscsnsasssssePagl
The Piper of thc MOl e vu son sawmn omenn 6as 660856608 psosssnssbbndsabBLe
The Knock=-Out COMPCtitioNSesesescoooeassoanoscsacesssnconsseoesssslage
The fnnual Gathering TUGER e » 0 s 0a dmms ssios s 6388 nedasssanessnsssse P BLE

LOttCI’ frorﬂ FI‘Gd %letOooooo...uooaoaooaooooaonowoul.c.l.o.oo.oo.op'q-go

O ©® 3 3 O Ul W N

Subscriptions - A Thing of thc POBCe sovussonssnussnnsonsspassonee PALE

ThO NOI‘thOI‘l’l MOOtil’lgS ResultSu.oocsaonoo'.oocvooooooocoeolooooooopr\-go

et
O



-



LETTER TO THE EDITOR

1738 Lee Avenue
Victoria, B.C.
November 29, 1970

B.C. Pipers! Associatibn
1073 Doran Road:
North Vancouver, B.C.

Dear Sir:

I was very disappointed to read in the November issue of th@
Newsletter, that the Professional Piobaireachd lists are to be dis-
continued for this year. In my opinion, the removal of the lists
is a great leap backwards as far as professionalism is concerned.

I do not play in the professional contest yet and see no reason
why I should if this policy continues. To remove the lists, removes
the professionalism of the contest. In effect it is reduced to one
of amateur standards; thus defeating its purpose as the highest order
of competition.

If the Directors feel that the lists discourage the "professional™
piper from competing because of the time it takes to learn several new
piobaireachds each year, I respectfully submit that the piper should
not be classified as a "professional.

If the Board has related last years discouraging number of
professional players to the standards imposed and as a result has
come up with the present policy, I suggest that they have misinter-
preted. The divisions in piping are subject to cyclical fluctuations
as is almost anything. Large surpluses of players exist in the amateur
and under classes and recent evidence suggests that numbers of players
in the professional classification has just started to increase, (be-
fore the Board's decision). This is largely due to amateurs moving
up. ‘ -

I'm sure that in the next few years we'll see the professional
contest increase in numbers primarily because of amateurs moving up
and NOT because the restrictions on Professional Piobaireachd have
been relaxed, - : :

If the Board is going to base their decision on this matter simply
by comparing numbers, the lists will be lost and the opportunity cost
will be great. The cost will be in terms of talented players forgone.

Sincerely,

Byron Barnard
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NEW EVENTS IN THE V.L.P.B. FESTIVAL

The Vancouver Ladies' Pipe Band annual Festival will be held
February 26 -and 27, 1971 at 3t. John's (Shaughnessy) Church. In the
past this festival has primarily been a dancing oriented event with
less emphasis placed on many aspects of piping and drumming. This
year, as previously, we still wish to encourage dancing, but we are
intending to include added events for pipers and drummers. These
events are listed below and will appear on the program, however they
will be deleted if there are insufficient competitors.

PIPING:

Quartets: Class "C" and "B" playing March, Strathspey
- and Reel. Class "D" playing March.

Professional Piping: Five minute time limit.
DRUMMING

Novice: Playing a March, Amateur, Senior Amateur and
Professional playing March, Strathspey and Reel.

Drum Corps: Class "C" and "B" playing Mérch, Strathspey
and Reel, Class "D" playing March.

For entry forms and further information contact:

Mrs. Burgess - 4¥67 West 16th Avenue
‘ Telephone - 22L-4921

*

THE V.L.P.B. BURNS SUPPER

The Vancouver Ladies' Pipe Band 20th Annual Burns Supper will
be held Januvary 16th at “he Gizeh Shrine Temple, 3550 Wayburne,
Burnaby. The Temple is located four blocks eas% of Willingdon, on
Canada Way, then turn south at Wayburne. There will be a cocktail hour
from 5:30 - 6:30 and dinner will be served at 6:30. There will be
bar service available. Tickets - $5.00 per person.

For tickets and further information contact Mrs. Taylor at
433-2074% or Mr. Purdy at 277-3897, :

ook ok

" TARTAN BALL

Thg New Westminster Highland Games annual Tartan Ball will be
held Friday, February 26th, 1971 at the Gizeh Temple in Burnaby.

Andy Arnots Band - Bar Opens 8 P.M. (5 for $2.00)

Grand March 9 P.M. - Dancing until 1 A.M. - Dress Optional
Form a party and book a table.

Tickets from Donald Ross - 526-7905 or Bill Lyons - 526-8161
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BANFF HIGHLAND GATHERING AND WORKSHOP

A major Piping, drumming and dancing competition and gathering
is being planned for the Easter holiday weeckend. All indications
are that it will be one of the largest events of its kind in Canada
or the U, S. Medals, trophies and cash awards will be most attractive
and a full range of classes is planned for the competition runhing

One of the most attractive features is the adjudicators and
instructors already named, Pipe Major Donald MacLeod will be coming
from Scotland to direct the Piping. He really requires no introduction
but noteworthy is the fagct that he has won all premier piping awards
including ecight clasps (shares the record) to the Gold Medal for
Piobaireachd at the Northern Meetings, Inverness - in 1970 he judged
the event,

The drumming instructor and adjudicator will be Mr, George Pryde
from Powell River and heither does he require introduction being one
of the recognigzed outstanding drummers in Canadg and the U. S.,
Scotland too! Dancing will be adjudicated by J. L. McKenzie, Elspeth
Strathern, Christine Robertson to name only those coming directly from
Scotland. There will be other guests in the dancing and probably more
in piping and drumming yet to be named, :

The Piping and Drumming Directors will perform at the Honour
Performance as well as adjudicate and instruct both class and private
lessons at the workshop., :

There will be no age or experience level required - everyone is
very welcome and we feel certain all will derive great benefit from
their experience at Banff.

The social activities of a gathering have not been forgotten and
lots of entertainment - from dances and parties to skiing and swimming
- 1s being planned. Spectators are also welcome and we hope many of
your members will join us in making Banff a memorable event,

Full details will be available very shortly. Accommodation will
be somewhat limited so early registration is recommended. As further
information is rececived I will kcep you informed,

DATES:  APRIL 10, 11, 12 & 13th
PLACE: BANFF SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS
BLNFF, ALBERTA

Fer further information piease contact: Mrs, Heather Jolley
' 936-8548 |
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THE BRATACH NAM BEANN

(The Banner of the Mountains)

The following information regarding the competition for the
Spokane Piobaireachd Society Banner may be of interest to a number
of readers:

The set tunes for 1971 are:

- Scarce of Fishing
- The Vaunting
- The Lament for the Barl of Antrim

It has been:suggested by some members of the Society's advisory
board that a modification in procedure might attract more competitors.
Therefore, the following program is announced:

If the competitor will notify us of his or her intention to
compete at any time after June 1, 1971, we will, by return mail,
designate the tune (from the above 1ist) that he or she will be!
asked to play on the cvening of the competition.

It is believed that this: procedure will in no way lessen the
individual's‘responsibility to have the set tunecs thoroughly memorized.
However, it will give all concerned 4 fair opportunity to polish his
or her "tune of the evening".

May we remind the compctitors that it is incumbent upon the
banner winner to accept an cconomy air flight from his or her home to
Prestwick and return to his or her home in the United States or Canada.
The acceptance is for the purpose of represeriting the Spokane Pio-
baireachd Society in the Highland Society's Gold Medal Competition in
Oban. The Banner Competition is open to awy onc living in any country
who has not already won this most coveted Gold Medal at the Argyleshire
Gathering.

Depending on the number of competitors for the banner, it is
planned to hold a 6/8 March compctition before or after the Pio-
baireachd competition. ‘

It is the Spokane Piobaircachd Society policy that competitors
will never be charged an entry fee of any kind., The costs inheront
in holding such a competition will never fall on the shoulders of the
competitors, but instead, will be borne by others. We must never for-
get that these dedicated competitors spend hour after hour of their own
time in memorizing and polishing these immortal classics for our
pleasure as well as their own. This delightful musical legacy, handed
down to us by the MacCrimmons, MacArthurs, MacIntyres, Bruces, Mac-
Phersons, and, may I submit, the Wilsons, does nothing but cnrich all
our lives. It is our privilege and responsibility to preserve this
unique musical culture in every way.

It is pointed out that the Bratach Nam Beann competition is open
to non-members as well as to members of the Spokanc Piobaireachd Society.,
Mr., Seumas MacNeill has been invited to adjudicate the banner competi-
tion and Dr. John MacAskill, who has becen invited, will adjudicate
the 6/8 marches, time permitting.

John McEwing
*ook %
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WESTERN PIPE BAND ASSOCIATION

The Western Pipe Band Association held its annual general meeting
last November 21st in the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 179 Annex.
Slight amendments were made to the constitution and a ncw exccutive
was elected. The new association officers arec: President - P.M.
lan MacDougall, 1st Vice-President - Garnct Snow, 2nd Vice-President -
P.M. Jimmy Lang, Sccretary - Bob Milne, Assistant Secretary - Brucc
McRac and Trecasurer - P.M. Tom Binnic.

The meeting was followed that samo night by a dinncr and dance
at the Lions Gatc Legion Hall. The guest speaker was Mr, Lamont,
President of the B.C. Pipers' hAssociation who gave a well received
talk on co-opcration between the two organizations.. The dance followed
and although the crowd was quite small, enthusiasm and high spirits
made it a most cnjoyable cvening.

Very shortly the dAssociation will be issuing a small booklet
laying out the rules and rcgulations we have adopted concerning pipe
bands and individual drumming. Wec hope that this will clarify some

arcas that have been a bit ill-defined for some years.

Finally, the Western Pipe Band Association is planhing another
very full year and is hopeful that its offorts will encourage all
aspccets .of pipe band work., :

kkeok

WILLTAMS LAKE HIGHLAND GAMES
The first annunl WillinmsTake Highland Games will be held August
1%, 1971. Kcen inteorest is developing in the Williams Loke Area and
represcentation from the Lower Mainland is encouraged.
Remember the dates: August 14, 1971

For morc information write Mrs. Pcggy Chambers
: : Box 1947
Williams Lakec, B.C.

ok ok

The Assochtion was saddencd to hear of the ‘passing of James
McGillivray Thomson on December 7, 1970, at the age of 79 yoars.

Mr. Thomson has been o member of the B.C. Pipcrs' Association
for many ycars, as well as nany other scottish associations, '

The Associatien extends its decpest sympathy to the Thomson family,

ook
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THE PTPER OF THE MONTH

James Lang, Pipe Major of the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, is

- our Piper of the Month, Pipe Major Lang was born in Glasgow, and was
educated in Dunbartonshire, Scotland., Jimmy was always interested in
piping and at the age of 12 he was an enthusiastic pupil of Pipe Major
George Shearer. At 17 the Lang family emigrated to Canada and

settled in Winnipeg., ©Shortly after his arrival he joined the Queens
Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada (Cadet Battalion). In 195% he
joined the Scnior Battalion (Militia) under Pipe Major A, H, Graham
and served with the Cameron's until 1961. During this time Jim was
competing professionally.

Jim was a member of the Manitoba Pipers .ssociation for eight years
and held most offices. He was one of the founders of the Tartan Ball in
Winnipeg which is still a social highlight of the year. Jim was kept
busy as the chief piper for the Manitoba Highland Dancing Association
for five years as well as being the piper for the Winnipeg Gaelic
Society. :

1961 saw the Pipe Major move to the Facific Coast and join the
Royal Canadian Engineers Pipe Band as Sergeant Piper, and in 1962
playing under P,M. Ron Foreman the band won the "B" Class in the
Pacific International competitions. In 1963 the band was disbanded
and shortly thereafter he transferred to the Secaforth Highlanders.

In 1965 James was elevated to Sergeant and in 1966 he was promoted to
Staff Sergeant Piper. On the retirement of P.M. A.J. Duncan in 1968
James Lang was appointed Pipe Major and he became the fourth Pipe
Major in the history of the Regiment.

In 1967 he was Pipe Major on tour of a mini-tattoo which toured
such B.C. towns as Nelson, Kimberley and Trail. The band plays twice
a year at the United States Marine Dinner in Seattle and San Francisco.
One of the highlights of Pipec Major Lang's piping life was playing for
the Colonel-in-Chief, Prince FPhillip, when he visited Vancouver in
November, 1969.

The formation of the Western Pipe Band Association in 1969 was
of keen intercst to Pipe Major Lang. Being the pipe major of
Vancouver's most traditional band, it seemed only fitting that he
take an active interest in the administration of the ncwly formed
Association. His present position, after the recent clections, is
2nd vice president and a member of their advisory board. Jimmy is
most enthusiastic and looks forward to an active future in the
Association. :

Pipe Major Lang feels that the band has embarked on a new
program and hopes the Seaforths will be strong competition next year.
We look forward to this and wish Pipe Major Lang much success in

1971
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KNOCK-OQUT COMPETITION RESULTS

The second of our first round competitions in the Knock-out
series for professional pipers was held on December 4, 1970. Once
again more than 100 spectators managed to squeceze into the Steelhall .
on Broadway to cnjoy the entertainment.

Unfortunately the first compectition betwecn Ruairidh Macdonald
and Jamic Troy did not materialize., Jamiec had been ill and was not
able to compete. Ruairidh, howcver, showed some of the skill which won
him the knock-out competition last ycar and gave an enjoyable per-
formance.

The second competition for the cvening was between Albert Duncan
and Bruce Topp. Albert played first. Bruce followed with one of the
most entertaining performances presented this year. The judges -
unanimously awarded Bruce the win. Bruce and Ruairidh will compete
against cach other on the 5th of March.

The next knock-out competition will sce Harold Senyk compete with
David Wilson and Bill Russell with Bill Elder, This will be the
finnual General Mecting of the Association and we would like ‘%o '
encourage as many of our fActive Members as possible to attend, Re-
member, every Active Member has a vote and it is in the best interest
of the iAssociation if cveryone cxcerciscs his right to vote.

DATE: JANULRY 8th, 1971
TIME:  7:30 P.M.

PLACE: STEELWORKERS HALL
33 Bast Broadway

* ok 5k

AlNULL GATHERING JUDGE

Many of our active pipers will know P.M. irchic Cairns. Awchie
resided in Victoria for about two years before being transferred to
Ottawa with the Air Force. Before lcaving for Eastern Canada -P.M.
Cairns judged at many of our local gamces and has established himself
as a highly respccted piping authority. ’

The B.C. Pipers' Association has been fortunate to acquire the
services of P.M. Cairns for this years Annual Gathering. During his
week in Vancouver he plans to give two recitals as well as judge
at our major event of the year. Archic's friends and acquaintances
will be looking forward to his brief stay in Vancouver.

ok ok



December 7, 1970

B.C. Pipcrs' Association
1073 Doran Road
North Vancouver, B.C.

Dear Sir:

Just a quick line to inform you that my Assistant and I have
tendered our resighations as Dircectors of the University of Iowa
Girls Band. A4After making a real honest attempt to turn the group
into a respectable pipc band, it has become cvident the University
simply wants a "show" unit.

Playing tuncs like "Ycllow Submarine", "The Iowa Corn .Song",
and "Brahms Lullaby" is just a littlc more than my dedication to
the Piob Mor could stand. The pressurcs of a college classroom
make it impossible to run a voluntary band rcecquiring the intcnse
practice schedule these coeds need. The girls work extremely hard
but reccive no acadecmic credit for their efforts, :

I would be morc than happy to correspond with any mecmber of
the piping society who might be considering occupying these positions.

My address is: F.J. Whyte
710 20th Avenue, # §

Coralville, Iowa
52240 ‘

Yours Ayc,
Fred Whyte.
sk ok k

ANNUAL DINNER

The month of the Annual Dinner is to be changed from the usual
February. This year it has been decided to coincide the Dinncr with -
the final Knock-Out Competition event. This will be in June and wo
will publish the cxact date in a later issue.

%ok ok

GENERAL MEETING

Remember the date of the Annual Gonofal Meccting
January &, 1971
Please note the time - 7:30 P.M.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS A THING OF THE PAST

Earlier this ycar thc policy was made to discontinue subscriptions
to the Newsletter, Anyone wanting our publication must be a member of
the B.C. Pipers' Association.

Since August we have becn scnding copics to many having expired
subscriptions but this comes to an end as of this issue.

We arc including a mombership application for thosec of our sub-
scribers who wish to ccntinuc receiving the Newsletter. Remember, you
need not be a piper to bhe a mecmber of our Association.

Please be surce to indicate whether you are applying for active
or associate membership.

Active Member - must be a piper
has voting pcwers

Associate Member - nced not be a piper
- has no voting pcwers,

A proposer and a seconder, who arc presently members of the B.C.
Pipers' Association, must sign your application.

Please include $5.00 for membership fees ($2,00 for 01d Age
Pensioners) plus a §1.00 ini%iation fec, total $5,00 with your
application. ’

NOwe ews. THE BRITISH COLUMBIA PIPERS' ASSOCIATION

o

Application for MomberShiD..eeeeeeecesoncoseonsosnseosses
Active or Associate

Name of Applicant..oseosees.. CRR Y BN B SRS EE S NAEE R e
-[\Ld-drcss QL ‘.":ppllca‘-"j"u‘u'sc"tco'Jo014L}:Gv‘-aaQC\)O.O"OOOOC.GO.GO.

Iqamo Of proljos(Jrac»haan-:c-n‘,\bva:cvnr:‘,\ouao@ﬂ@aaucaoeoﬂccooo
I\Ianlc Of Socondcrganu-)cr‘uonncc:».nuur-nowno-caaooo‘oocooﬁanooo

I hercby meke application for mcmbership in the British Columbia
Pipers' Association, and dep it the sum of B wivennsn s otid 18 I am
elected to membership, agroc to be bound by and abide by all the rules,
by-laws and rcgulaticns of the Association,

(€3]

ighature of ApplicaNteecesccoscocccsesss

OCC.U.laa-.tioi’la0060095000QDOOQODOOODI..QOO
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THE NORTHERN MEETING

Inverness, 1970

Gold Medal Piobaireachd - 1, Andrew Wright, Paisley; 2, James McIntosh,
Dundee; 3, Finlay MacNeill, Inverness; 4, Cpl. J. Banks, Scots Guards;
5, John Matheson, Bathgatc.

March - 1, Ian MacLellan, Bearsden; 2, Cpl. Iain M. Morrison, Edinburgh;
3, John Wilson, Campbeltowns; 4, Arthur Gillies, Kilchrenan.,

March, Strathsp ey and Reel - 1, Inin MacLeod, Edinburgh; 2, Cpl. Iain
Morrison; 3, Lawrie Gillespic, Edinburgh,

Piobaircachd - Gold Clasp - 1, Donald Macpherson, Exmouthy 2, Hugh A,
MacCallum, Bridge of Allan; 3, Inin MacFadycns 4, John MacFadyen.,

Strathspoys and Reels - 1, John N. MacAskill, Lairgs 2, A, Anderson,
Edinburgh; 3, Duncan D. McDiarmid, Aberfeldy; %, Ian MacLellan,
Bearsden,

Jigs - 1, Willinm Morrison, South Uist; 2, John MacAskill; 3, Ian
MacLellan.,

Junior March, Strathspey and Reel (Under 18) - 1, Alex, Mackenzic,
Invergordon; 2, Gary Lumsden, Elgin; 3, Lewis Murdoch, Kingussies
4, George MacKay, Huntly.

Junior March (Under 15) - 1, Kenneth MacLennsn, Conon Bridge; 2, Roger
Sharp, Laggan; 3, Graham Brown, Aberdecn; '+, Roderick S, Macdonald,
Inverness.

Reprinted from the
Pipinz Tinmes
Deecember, 1970
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. CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

The two "wisc men" of the Newslctter have just stumbled &ff
their Camels after an oxhausting literary year. Although most
disappointed in not winning any literary awards the best we can do
is wish the membership a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Bob and Linda
Bill and Sharyn

3ok ok

"Onc more year"
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