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Vancouver, by the British Columbia Pipers' Association, and is
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per Jrﬂr Address all communications concerning the Newsletter oo:
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Let me take this Opportunityhtd ﬁish all of you.dbmpliﬁeﬁts of

the season and best wishes for 1966. :

. ? 1§6§¢p§omisé§ to.be an exciting year for the British Columbia -
Plpersﬁ,Assoc1at10n._“ : %% '1?* ; i :

- o % ; g 2 ; Z 2 -5
This will:be the year of ﬁﬁe visit of Mr, Heector MacFé@yen to
our Anntial Gathering, and of coursc is the year of.the Pipers' Flight
to Scot%and. Both events will be a great stimulus to our endeavours
and together with our regular activities it is our hope that our contribution
to the piping sccne in Br}tish Columbia will be a valuable one in the coming
year. eSS e :

i
E,,.l

- 4%

- Roderick MacVicar -
President

W _ s
MEMBERS' BANQUET CANCELLED:

Due to the severe wWeather conditions, it has been decided to
pospone the Annual Members ! Banquet, planmed for January Bth, 1966.

The new date will be announced as soon as it has been sete.

We apologize to those who have been inconvenienced by this change
of plan, but it was felt that the heavy snow would discourage our members
and friends from venturing forth on a Saturday night.

R

PIPF.S FLIGHT TO SCOTLAND - AUG. 30th - SEPT. 28th.
¢
- The proposed Pipers!' Flight to Scotland has been settled as to

v

datess We arc pleased t0 announce that the flight will leave Vancouver b

August 30th and will return on Sent. 28th. The flight will cost %$375.00
return fare, by full Jet.

' . If you are seriously contemplating this flight, you are advised
to contact the Secretary immediately. Noturally, reservations will be
accepted on a first come, first serve basis, and there 1s every indication
that the flight will be filled in the near future.

For further details contact the secretary, Miss Georgina MacPhail.

S

GENERAL MEETING: - JAN, 28th, 1960.

The first General Meeting of 1966 will be held on Jan. 28th,
1966, in the band room of the Seaforth Armoury. We hope that the weather

28 T s *hiwe dmproved by that time, and that we can have a good attendance.

A



YOU can rely_on

/50 YIRS

OF

EXPERIENCE
AND

TRADITIONgs
I N

"Brverblack! Bguipment
Pipe Major's Cross Belt & Waist Belts
Pipers Cross Belt & Walst Belts
Pipe Banners
Plaid PBrooches
- Sporran, Civilian & Regt,. Pattern
Uniform Equipment
Badges of Rank

prum Major's Staff
Drum Major's Sash
Prur Major's Cross Belt
Drum Major's Sword Belts
Drum Major's Claymore

Badges of Hark Z
Drum Major'a Epaulettes
Drum Major's Dress Cords E s i

um Major's Badges of Hank /

_===_" TO PATTERN OR SPECIFICATION

—
- post coupon TODAY!
FOR FULLY ILLUSTRATED DATA SHEETS

NAME _
. ADDRESS :
. RANK/

APPOINTMENT

UNIT

BY APPOINTMENT
O H.M. WAR

T
OFFICE

HENRY POTTER & CO (DRUMS) LTD
MILITARY MUSICAL INSTRUMENT MAKERS

---------------------------

3638 WEST ST. CHARING CROSS RD. LONDORN WC2 ENGLAND



DAISY IRONSIDE e
JACK IRONSIDE Y V-4 a PPER

14052 Ist AVE. SOUTH, %
ot

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98168 oo e,
+REPRESENTING

4

\,( fm;é &f SCOTLAND'S

LEADING
HARDIE - HENDERSON - GRAINGER & CAMPBELL PIPES *
CARLTON GAELIC - PREMIER - DRUMS N Eab URERS
REEDS - PIPE BAGS - ALL MAKES

BAND UNIFORMS ¢ SHOES
DANCERS’ KILTS & ALL

ACCESSORIES
PHONE 206 CHERRY 2-1768 i
PERSONAL APPOINTMENTS a M Eme

"AMANG THE HEATHER" PROGRAMME RETURNS:

g

We are pleased to welcome back to the airwaves "Amang the
Heather", with Neil Nisbet, on Sunday morning, 10:05 to 10:30.

A one-time favourite in the Scottish scene, this programme
will be enjoyed by its listeners, both for the wealth of Scottish news,
and the Scottish music played by "wee Neil".
SR
FOR SALE:
BOY!'s KILT X~ 23" leng
MacDonald of Sleath Tartan
Telephone Mrs. J. Davis, CA L-5523.
- 1 =
Friends will be saddened to hear of the death of one of the charter
members (tenor drummer) of the Cameron Pipe Band, Bellingham, on Nov. 23rd,
1965. - Bill Hay. Mr. Hay was the brother of George Hay, Vancouver, well

known in Vancouver Scottish circles.
=) s



HIGHLAND OUTFITTERS
‘ﬂQaecuuffbaamméﬁaaubéai
Manufacturer of PITCHED and BALANCED DRUM STICKS
any welght Desired.

PREMIER, CARLTON & KELTIC DRUMS - Sales & Service

DRUM HEADS. Scottish Jewellery and Novelties
CURLING SUPPLIES

Jobm K

30 St. Paul Street West
Phone 684-2124 St. Catharines, Ont., Canada

DON’T WAIT. TRADE IN YOUR OLD DRUMS NOW. BRING IN THE NEW SEASON

WITH TONE/
Good trade in allowance on used drums.

YOUR HEADQUARTERS FOR DRUM HEADS
30 day Guarantee from date of sale on Headmaster and Everplay Plastic (non slip)

NYLON PLUS! TRY THE NEW EVENS PLASTIC BASS DRUM HEADS WITH FIBER GLASS HOOPS

BAG PIPES

BY LEADING MANUFACTURERS... SEASONED AND REEDS SET UP READY TO PLAY.
PRACTICE CHANTERS...AVAILABLE WITH COUNTERSUNK HOLES...PIPE BAGS...
FIRST CLASS REEDS...BAG COVERS...CORD & TASSELS.

Try the new sensational check valve mouthpiece, and throw away that leather clack.

HIGHLAND DRESS
KILTS MADE TO MEASURE BY MACPHERSON OR MADE IN CANADA..RUSH ORDERS SEVEN TO TEN DAYS.

ANNOUNCING. . .New- light weight doublets...suitable for the North American
climate, we can cut your doublet weight by two pounds.This
year, play in comfort.

SENSATVONAL PRICES ON PATROL JACKETS (Barathea) AND DAY WEAR JACKETS (TWEED)

SPORRANS...SEAL SKIN, PIG SKIN, AND HAIR. _ BALMORALS...GLENGARRIES, COCK FEATHERS,
FULL HOSE, HOSE TOPS, SPATS, NEW WHITE PLASTIC WAIST AND CROSS BELTS, SHOE TONGUES,
BUCKLES, AND FEATHER BONNETS.

DANCERS

NOW AVAILABLE FROM STOCK-SCOTTISH OFFICIAL BOARD JACKETS, FRILLED BLOUSES.
S.0.B.H.D. BOOK COMBINED WITH THE S.0.B. DANCING RECORD. DANCING SHOES,
HAND STITCHED, DIAMOND BUTTONS, TUNIC BRAID ALL SIZES. WE HAVE A COMPLETE
LIBRARY OF PIPE BOOKS AND RECORDINGS.

Instant Mal_'_l __'Ser‘vice'

- Write Today For Latest Price List.
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FIPE MAJOR EDMUND‘ESSONI M.B.E. - ON HIS RETTIREMENT AS PI?E MAJOR
OF THE SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA':

_Forty-six years ago, following shortly upon the cessation of
hostilities in World War I, in the City of Vancouver there dwelt a slender
and tall Scottish boy of 13, whose problem of the moment was that he was
béing compelled to become a member of a Vancouver high school cadet corps.
In his search for an alternative, the boy was quick to ohserve that one of
his several male classmates had been exempted from this military training,
because, as the classmate phrased it: "I belong to the Seaforth Cadets".
Knowing nothing gbout that orranization, the boy decided to go to a Vancouver
'rill-hall and watch them in action. Much to his surprize, he Iliscovered
that the Seaforth Cadet training program was remarkably lifferent from, and
vastly superi Or to, that which prevailel in the Vancouver high school.
And, moreover, here was being presented on a silver platter the opportunity
of wearing the Glengarry, the kilt, the sporran and the Inverness Doublet.
And so it came to pass that, without further hesitation, the boy joined
The 72nd Seef orth Highlanders of Canada Cadet Battalion

Standing in the ranks of the Seaforth C-cets one evening at Beatty
Street Drill Hall in Vancouver, there came to thc ears of the boy an
announcement that pertained to tuition on the pipes. But the boy treated
the offer with Jdisdain, since he was hard at work taking lessons on the
violin at the time. To hi:, one musical instrument was more than enough.’
Possibly in a moment of weakness ... or was it the romantic history of the
Highland pipers of ancient-time beckoning him? ... he casually mentioned
the subject to his father. And at the very next parade the boy stook among
other woull-be Scoforth Cadet nipers, realy for appraisal.

. No long list of questions here. Nothing about name, ad’ress, other
hobbies, work habits, expecrience or anything of that sort. Just three
questions, brief and to the point: Where was he horn? Where was his
father born?  Where was his mother born? And as the single name, "Scotland",
answered all three of the questi ns, the boy was at once declared to be
"an eligible candidate in good standing", and thus startel the colourful
military carcer of a young man whose uninterrupted service to his Regiment,
to Vancouver, to British Columbia, to Canala and to the Commonwealth has
extended over more that four dzcades ... a recard which, because of its
unusual significance and the special area of talent and leadership involved,
stands immutable, both unequalled and unchallenged. "Unequalled" in that
L6 years in pursuit of "a labout of love" is a supreme achievement, and
"unchallenged" because in military circles of the Commonwealth there can
never hope to be his like again, That Scottish boy's name was Edmund Esson.

By 1921, Seaforth Cadet Piper Edmund Esson could play six tunes
fairly well on the pipes and he considered himself ready for action. but,
alas, the Cadet movement in Vancouver at that time, possibly as an aftermath
of World War I, sank stealily into the doldrums. and he could see no
point in remaining to back a dead horse ... especially when "the biz band"
of the Militia Battalion scemed so powerful an! attractive. And so Edmund
Esson left the ranks of the Seaforth Cadets and took himself to the "hallowed
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portals" of Pipe Major John (:illies' emporium,‘fﬁéféwﬁb.gonsort with the
cre~m of Varncouver's piping crop ... there to try to mke a name for himself,
.. there to emulate the idol of the pipers in the Camadian Army.

Edmund Esson was far too young for service in the Militia Batt-
alior of The Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, and so he was told, in no
wcertain terms. Undaunted, he turned to Pipe Major Gillies for sympathy
and assistance. A "master plan", but way of which Piper Esson would
henceforth be known as "Piper Fraser, D." was hit upon anc, for the next
three  years, he came smartly to the position of "attention" and answered
roll call to .that nam .t In April, 192l,, Piper Fraser, D., having reached
the qualifying age, and able to satisfy ccrtain other military requirements,
joined his beloved Seaforth. Highlanders of Canada. And that, to be sure,
Was a banner day in his life, and he rejoiced with infinite gusto. For
Seaforth Cadet Piper :Edmund Esson, who had had to assume the identity of
Piper Fraser, D., had come into his own and was now Regimental Number 31k,
Piper Esson, E.

During the next twelve years, Piper Esson was promoted to the
rank of Corporal and for seven long years remained in that exalted rank.
Then, as though the gods had finally seen the light, he was appointed Lance-
Sergeant and Acting-Sergeant and selected to attend a six-week course to
qualify him as Sergeant of Infantry, 211 within the space of twelve months.

* In 1936, Pipe-Sergeant Esson was a@ﬁéinted Acting Pipe-Major
and, in 1937, in company with (then) Colonel Stewart-Lough, he was chosen
to represent the Regiment at the coron ation of the Late King George VI.

Tn 1938 and 1939, with the other unit: components busy winning
signal and shooting laurecls on a national basis, the Regimental Pipes &
Drums managed to win the coveted Stewart Trophy but once. Weorld War IT
then suddenly burst forth with a vengeance, taking Pipe-Major Esson and his
band for the next six years to the United Kingdom, to the Italian Campaign
and to Northwest: Europe. Quite modestly he confesses that, for outstanding.
service in that period, he was awarded the M.B.E. He is equally unassuming
and silent about the exploits of his bandsmen in various theatres of war,
except to recall that on one occiasion the Pipes & Drums of The Seaforth
Highlanders of Canada were ceremoniously "Beating Retreat!" at one end of the
town as the princess Patricia's continued with their house-clearing at the
other end. And the Regiment is proud that it was "the pipes of a famous
Western canadian Regimentt (as the announcer styled it) that sounded loudly
and clearly over radio» stations throughout the world, by way of confirming
to all who would hear that the tide of battle had indeed turned and that the
Allies were on the offensive with a vengeancc. Pipe-Major Esson attended
three Royal Schools far Army Piper Majors at Edinburgh during that overseas
services ! ‘

Retwrning to Vancouver at the close of the war in Burope in 1945,
he was one of only 15 original Seaforth Highlanders who had proceeded over-
seas with the unit in 1939.
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Imthe.post war years, Pipe Major Esson worked tirelessly to build
a band that would r<flect credit on the Regiment and also win band compet-
itions. On that latter score, the Pipcs & Drums of the Seaforth Highlanders
of Canada, Vancouver, established a rccord that is unsurpassed in that they
won the Stewart Trophy no' fewer then on ten successive years. (Latterly,
sad to relatc, the winning of this cup has become increasingly difficult,
what with such stiff competition from high-calibre Scottish “imports).

In the year 1957, Pipe Major Esson was promoted to the rank of
Warrant Officer, Class I by virtue of a Speeinl Order-in-Council, and thus
became the first Pipe-Major in the world to rcceive this high honour. He
has served as Secrctary of the British Columbia Pipers' Association and
has been President of that organization four times, and is now a Life Member.
Wherever he and the Pipes & Drums of ‘The feaforth Highlanders of Canada have
appeared in massed ban's, at tattoos, at Highland Games and in military
parades, invariably he is the Senior Pipe-itlajor in Charge. That honour
included the celebrated "Victory Parade" in London at the conclusion of
World War IT and a New Year's service in,Royal Albert Hall when, in the
presence of Their Majestios The King and Queen, King Haakon, Queen
Wilhelmina, King Peter and the United States' Ambassador, the Pipes &
Drums of Thc Scaforth Highlanders of Vuncouvcr, British Columb1q were in
the limelight. - -

The foregoing pomp, cecremony, glamour and honours notwithstanding,
upon being asked which hc considered to be the flrest band that The-Seaforth
Highlanders of Canada, Vancouver, ever produced, Pipe Major Esson unhesit-
atingly alluded to the one which attended Sarcee Carp, Alberta, in the summer
on 195, when the solitary, unapprecintivevaudience was but a prairie gopher.

This tribute, then, is to a man whom many of us have known and
respected down through”the years ... to a man who has contributed much to
piping in general and to the music of his Regiment, in particular, in the
Vancouver area ... to a man ag impeccable in Jdress and deportment as he has
always been in Jemesnour ... to a man whose wisdom and expcerience never
failed to aid the Sergeants!' Mess of his Regiment in matters of policy and
protocol ... to a man who has helped, in a very real and practical sense, to
raise to the dignity of a fine art the playing of all manner of melodies
on the Great Highland War-pipe ... to a man whose devotion to the pipes and
his ability to impart technical knowledge have quite obviously been mirrored
in the anmbitions, the potential and thp skllls of many of the younger set
in the piping worlﬂ ... to an every-thoughtful, ever-courtecus; -ever=
sincere son .of Vancouver .. and to a man whose gracgious presence as an
active member of The Seaforth Highlanders of Canada is being sorely missed,
but whose supcrvision of the 1965 and subsequent versions of The 72nd SL”fOTth
Cadet Battalion Pipes & Drums will inevitably lead to more that one champion-
ship and carn for them, through him and his understanding and his perception,
prizes and plaudits in ruch abundance wherever they go. And most of ~ll do
those who are left in the Regiment to share his erstwhile responsibilities
thank Almighty God for a man of the stamp and the calibre of Pipe Major
Edmund Esson, M.B.E. ;
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On Friday evening, October 29, 1965, the Commanding Officer and
Officers of The Scaforth Highlanders of Canada had Pipe Major Esson as their
guest at dinner in the Officers' Mess. Pipe Major Esgon was presented with
a grandfather clock by the Officers and with a magnificently engraved silver
tray by the Regiment. -

On the evening of Friday, November 12, 1965, during "Old Timers'
Night" in the Seaforth Sergeants!' Mess, Pipe Major Esson received a "Sony"
tape recorder to be used in conjunction with his own stereophonic equipment.
Prior to the Officers' Mess Dinner, the Massed Pipes & Drums of the Cadets
and the Militia took part in a Retreat Ceremony, Juring which, as a tribute
to Pipe Major Esson, the pipe tune "Back o! Benachie" was played.

- Drum-Sergeant Ian MacLeod -
Seaforth Highlanders of Canada

-0 -

ALBERT DUNCAN NEW SEAFORTH PIPE MAJOR:

Lieutenant-Colonel Bruce Campbell, CD, Commanding Officer, The
Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, gathered his (temperamental?) brood of.
Pipers and Drummers together recently to announce that, although there had
been other candidates for the appointment, he had chosen Pipe-Sergeant
Albert Duncan to be Pipe-Major of the Regiment, succeeding Pipe-Major -
Edmund Esson, M.B.E., now rctired. '

Allof us realize that to follow in the footsteps of the late
Pipe Major Gillics and Pipe Major Esson is not by any means an easy task.
Quite the opposite. We wish Pipe Major Duncan every success and trust he
will have the "Lads of Cabar Feidh" out in full force doing battle against
Powell River and others when the 1966 Highland Games roll around.

-0 -

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION TO BE INCREASED IN 1966.

Commencing 1966, all subscriptions by non-members of the B.C.
Pipers' Associat on to the B.C. Pipers' Necwsletter are to be increased
to $2.00 per year. We hope that our rescders will consider the increased
price warranted, ond will continue to support the Newsletter.

All members will continue to receive the Newsletter without
charge.

-0 -



R SCOTTISH IMPORTS
‘ﬁgxx 534 SEYMOUR STREET,
<. ; VANCOUVER 2, B.C.
. PHONE 681-6616
O <
‘\ s’\/
THESREPER ST HANDROGK o U he o oo el

a guide to the maintenance and setting up of
the bagpipe. A complete study on the fixing of
reeds, tying in the bag, etc.

............ BY P/M JOHN MacLELLAN

L R O N GO A NEW RECORDING

an excellent recording of three fine
piobaireachd’s @zped by John Burgess and John
Maclel lan.

THE PIP=S & URUMS OF THE TORONTO SCOTTISH. . .NEW RECORDING
AND JUST RELEASED ............
A COMPLETE DANCER'S RECORDING * * * *

Highland Fling..... 6 Steps
Highland Fling..... 8 Steps.
Highland Fling..... For Beginners

Sword Dance ... 5 Slow and 1 Quick
Sword Dance ... 3 Slow and 2 Quick
Sword Dance ... 4 Slow and 1 Quick

Seann Triubhas.... 4 Slow and 2 Quick, 6 Stow and 2 Quick
Reel 0' Tutloch .. 6 Slow and 2 Quick

Strathpey and Half (TS oo e Irish Jig...o.ss
Sailors Hornpipe...... Flora MacDonald's Fancy......

And the Scottish Lilt.

“Champions Supreme ... by Shotts and Dykhead
Caledonian Band
............. Mono & Stereo
Black Watch of Canada
Pipes & Drums and Brass Bands
..Mono & Stereo

o ST MIGEER R B S C 0= LT,



¢ (SCOTLAND) gt‘cé'

The House of Macpherson,

BAGPIPE AND KILT MAKERS, HEGHLAND OUTFITTERS
TEL: CAL. 4008

|7 WEST MAITLAND STREET, (Western Continuation of Princes Street) EDINBURGH, 12, SCOTLAND

PUBLISHERS OF PIPE E DRUM MUSIC. 1963 & i964
EDINBURGH cm POLICE PIPE BAND-WINNERS OF THE Wo«%%é’and
C%bm,omw /D PLAY NG (//{adpﬁwwo?‘mcmmsas

MACPHERSON'S HAVE PRODUCED THE FINEST SET OF BAGPIPES IN THE
WORLD. MOUNTED IN 89 ct. GOLD, FLAT CHASED IN CELTIC DESIGN, AND
REAL AFRICAN IVORY, THIS MAGNIFICENT INSTRUMENT STANDS SUPREME FOR

TONE AND WORKMANSHIP,
. PRICE. 57;500,00

THE MEMBERS OF OUR STAFF ARE CRAFTSPEOPLE OF A VERY HIGH
STANDARD, MANY BEING EXPERIENCED PIPERS AND DANCERS.

WE SPECIALISE N THE PRODUCTION OF @pD/D€ BAND LINMFORMS
® DAY & EVENING WEAR-
HIGHEAND DRESS
® S.0.B.H/.D STYLE DANCERS'
DRESS ...
s44IN FACT, EVERYTHING FOR THE PIPER, DRUMMER AND DANCER. 250 TARTANS
IN STOCK. LADIES' TARTAN SKIRTS IN MANY STYLES. CARLTON AND PREWIER
DRUMS AND ALL ACCESSORIES.

JOERN KIRKWOOD, HIGHLAND OUTFITTER, 30 ST. PAUL STREET, W,
ST. CATHARINES,
ONTARIO, CANADA
CARRIES A LARGE STOCK OF MACPHERSON PRODUCTS, AND HE KNOWS THE MEANING
¢F SERVICE

WHEN IN EDINBURGH, COME AND VISIT THE MOST SCOTTISH STORE IN SCOTLAND.
SEE HOW BAGPIPES AND KILTS ARE MADE



=

A PIECE WITH APPEAL TO PIPERS - LONDON HEARS B.B.C. WINNING PTOBATIREACH D
(from The Oban Times, Nov. 18,1965 )

A special attraction during the ceol mor recitals at the opening
meeting of the London Piping Society on November 5, was the playing of the
piobaireachd "Cairn at Borreraig". Composed by Mr. sangus Macpherson,
Achany House, Lairg, Sutherland, this tune won the B.B.C. piobaireachd
canpetition last Junec out of 66 entries from all parts of the Commonwealth.
The recital of Mr., Macpherson's composition was given by Mr. David Ross,
Pipe Major of the London Piping Society.

This was not Mr. M.cpherson's first attempt at composing, for he
has had published in the Scots Guards Collection of Pipe Music, a piobaireachd
"Salute to Pipe Major William Ross", together with a few more tunes in a
lighter vein.

Our London correspondent writes: ;
"1The Cairn at Borreraig! has great merit and is a credit to the
composer. A beautifully balanced piecce of music, in this alone it shall
have great appeal to pipers. It is a tune that symbolises all that the
cairn at Borreraig, overlooking Dunvegan, stands for - the greatest age
of classical pipe music known in history, the era of the MacCrimmons.

The London audience were captivated by this musical tune.
If pipers had their way 'The Cairn at Borreraig'! would soon be heard in
competitions yet only traditional piobaireachd are accepted in major
competitions.

It took a century for a moving piece of ceol mor 'Lament for
Captain MacDougall of Dunollie' to be accepted in contests. snother tune
that has only seen the light of day in recent years is "His Father's
Lament for Donald MacKenzie", a pipe major of the 25th Regiment (now the
K.0.5.B.) who died in 1863}

The art of composing ceol mor is by no means lost, as the BLUBCS
contest has proved, and there are many tunes somewhere around that have
been composed this century that are as yet frowned upon because they are
new. .

'The Cairn ot Borreraig! shall one Jay without any doubt take its
place amongz the 400 authorised piobaireachd played today. It would be
a2 luss to the classical music of the Highland bagpipes if-a century was
to pass before it was accepted in contests'.

=



‘15 SUNNYDALE DRIVE, TORONTO 18, ONTARIO

J@HN GILMOUR,

. " JAS. McRAE,
BElmont 1-3596 ’ MElrose 5-6088

WE REPRESENT LEADING MAKERS OF ALL HIGHLAND EQUIPMENT
AND HIGHLAND DRESSe PIPE BAND AND DRESS UNIFORMS * BAGPIPES BY ALL
LEADING MAKERS e ALL PIPING REQUIREMEN 15 s FULLY TEb TED REEDS
DRUMS AND DRUMMERS SUPPLIES

.........

g 5 i
0 L

Notls Nylon & Plastic heads $6.50 ® Bass Drum (ollars Steel reenforced $6.00

Practice Chanters from $5.00¢® Skean Dhus with _

Cairngorm from $6.00 o

Wk ALSC HAVE A LARGE STOCK OF MUSIC BOOKS, SCOTTISH NOVELTIES,

STERLING SILVER CELTIC JEWELLERY,CLAN CRESTS, TIES, SCARVES,
CLAN MAPS AND BOOKS; ETC.,

PRIGE LISTS BFORWARDED IMMBDIATEILY PN REQUES T

Bagpipes - Reeds - Clan Crests - Scottish Novelties
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SUMMER GAMES SCHEDULE:

We are pleased to announce that the St. Andrew's & Caledonian
Socicty, of Vancouver, will be holding Highland Games in Vencouver in
1966, having missed their annual evert in 1965, We are informed that the
G'ames W:Lll be held at Brockton Oval on August 6th.

¥

a ‘ 7 Othcr gamcs that have been scheduled to date are.

.

B.0. nghl:md Danc:mg ASSOCl"L’blOn - July lst : : /{
Portland Highland Games - July 23rd : _«'-;'?};
Victoria Highland Games - July 30th
Seattle Highland Games - August 6th
w The date for the Nanaimo and New Westminster Games are not yet

known. = Let us hope that the conflict of dates of the Vancouver and Seattle
Games can be resolved, since undoubtedly both will greatly su_ffer in the
event that they go ahead on the same day.
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FOR ALL YOUR PIPING REQUIREMENTS !
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Qralnger and aampbeu Ltd. Contractors to H.M. Govern-

ment and overseas and focal

- governments
(Incarporating Duncan MacRae &
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GLASGOW/, SCOTLAND



20 OTAGO STREET

20 OTAGO STREET.
GLASGOW, W.2.

TELEPHONE No. :
. Kewvin 3587,

THE COLLEGE OF PIPING
ssee.ogives a service to Pipers everywhere,

BAGPIPES AND ACCESSORIES
from Grainger and Campbell, R.G.Hardie,
Peter Henderson and R,G. Lawrie, Selected
by experts and speedily dispatcfed to any
part of the world,
» s o s Matched chanters a specialty,

REEDS .......chosen and tested {small numbers only).

ALL PIPE MUSIC AND RECORDINGS, including.......

"THE PIPING TIMES"
$3.50 yearly. Every month from the hub of
Piping.

"THE COLLEGE TUTOR!"
Part 1- $1.50 (Postage 15¢), Enjoy the
benefits of a College Education.

"THE SEUMAS MacNEILL COLLECTION!"
$1.50 (Postage 10¢), Best since
Willie Ross.

"SURVEY OF PIPING"
$9.50 (Postage included), Tape recording
by Pipe Major,JOHN MacLELLAN and
SEUMAS MacNEILL

Write for catalogue to:

the College of Piping :

GLASGOW, W.2, |

v

SCOTLAND

. The
—— College of Piping —
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NOTABLE WEEK FOR PTPERS BRINGS FIRST OF ANNUAL TESTS:
(Edinburgh Letter from The Oban Times, Nov. 25, 1965)

Last week was a notable one for piping enthusiasts in the Capital.
The 60 year old Highland Pipers' Society held the first of a series of six-
weekly competitions for the Rhoda McPhee trophy, and the Eagle Pipers'
Society had their first, and resoundingly successful, open competition,
attracting an entry of 66 players from all over the country.

It is some years since a fully open prcfessional piping competition
was held in Edinburgh, and the Eagle promotion in the Royal Arch Halls last
Saturday dcmonstrated how much ‘enthusiastic support there is for such a
venture. It was, in fact, even more successful than had been expected,
for some would-be listeners had to be turned away for lack of room, and
supplies of the excellently printed programme were completely sold out in
the afternoon. X

The outstanding pipers of the day were Hector MacFadyen, Pennyghael,
and Oban native Ronald Lawrie, of Glasgow City Police Pipe Band. The former
carried away the Cameron Challepge Cup, given by Mrs. Flora Cameron, for the
highest points of the day. He was third in the premier piobaireachd class
open only to winners of the gold medal at either OUban or Inverness, second
in marches, first in hanpipes and jigs, and fourth in the strathspeys and
reels competition. Ronald Lawrie won the Tam Glen Medal for top marks in
the premier piobaireachd class, and was also second in the hornpipes and jigs
class. '

Three sther competitors also figured more than once in the prize
list. Pipe Major Ini~ MacLeod, Edinburgh City Police Pipe Band, took second
place in the second picbaireachd class and fourth in hornpipes and jigs;

John N. Maclskill, Glasgow, was third in that piobaireachd class and third
for hornpipes and jigs; and Archie MacPhail, Islay and Glasgdw, won the
strathsneys and resels and was third for marches.

the system of numbering competitors and printing the numbers in the
orogramme wWas a help both to listeners and to stewards, and the heavy
programme Was so Well organised in both the upper and lower halls that
slaying which begen at 9:30 a.m., was completed by 7:50 p.m. The judges
=3 High Macrae, Captain D.R. MacLennan, Pipe Major George Stoddart, Pipe
Major Gordon' Askzr, Pipe Major John MacLellan, and Pipe Major Ronald
Ackrcyd.

Pipe Major Maclellan, Speaking as president of the Eagle Pipers'

=)
Socicty at the end of the day, welcomed everyonc to the first of what they
hoped would be a ceries of annual open competitions. It was the duty of any
piping society to fostcr piping as hard as it could, he said, and one of the
best ways was by providing a platform for competition so that pipers would

get down to practising and then come and play before a critical public.
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Pipe Major MacLellan welcomed rcpresentatives of kindred societies,
the Highland Piprs' Society, which he hoped Eagle members would support, and
the Royal Scottish Pirers' Society, which was, of course, an all-Scotland
or perhaps a world wide society meeting in Edinburgh.

Results:

Piabaireachd, Class I:
1. Ronald Lawrie, Glasgow (Macfarlane's Gathering) - Glen Medal
2. William M. MacDonald, Invernecss (MacCrimmon's Sweetheart )
3. Hector MacFadyen, Pennyghael (Macnab's Salute)
Ji. William MacDonald, Benbecula (Lament for Mary MacLeod )

Piobaireachd, Class II: 7 . :

1. Dugald Ferguson, Glasgow (Glengarry's March) Witwatersrand
Challenge Cup

2. Pipe Major Iain MacLead, Edinburgh City Police (Lament for
Donald of Laggan)

3,.John N. Machskill, Glasgow (MacLeod's Salute)

Li. Cpl. L. Ingram, 2nd Battalion Scots Guards (Lament for
Donald of Laggan)

Marches : .
1. Duncan J. MacFadyen, Glasgow; 2. Hector MacFadyen, Pennyghael
3. Archie MacPhail, Islay; L. Duncan D. MacDiarmid, Aberfeldy

Strathspeys and Reels:
1. Archie MacPhail 2. Iain MacFadyen, Glasgow
3. John MacFadyen, Glasgow L. Hectar MacFadyen

Hornpipes and Jigs: :
1. Hector MacFadyen 2. Ronald Lawrie 3. John N. Machskill
ly. Pipe Major Iain MacLeod

Cameron Challenge Cup for most points - Hector MacFadyen
Special prizes:

Books of piobaireachd by Dr. Rodcrick Ross and Mr. J. Hectar Ross,
presented by Mr. Alastair Macdonal d and awarded to competitor having
hardest luck in piobaireachd, Class II - Gearge Lumsden, Edinburgh

Bag cover, presented by Mr. John Abbott for competitor having hardest
luck in marches - John A. Maclellan, Glasgow

Records made by Pipe Major John MacLellan to compctitor with best
sounding set of pipes in hornpipes and jigs class - Thomas
Pearston, ‘Glasgow.

: e
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ROBERT STOKER PASSES:

It is with regret that we announce the death of ex-Pipe Sergeant
Robert (Bob) Stoker of The Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, as the result
of complications arising from an extended illness.

Bob served his country well, becing Pipe Major of The Calgary
Highlanders during the early part of World War II and Pipc Major of The
Essex Scottish Regiment later on.

Numcrous young people in the Greater Vancouver area owe their
ability- to play pipes to the careful tuition and unfailing patience of
Bob Stoker. Pipers of The Seaforth Cadet Battalion, in particular, came
under his supervision anl) many an hour did he spend with them, in groups
and individunlly, at Seaforth Armoury ... morc particularly on Saturdays
and Sundays.

Quite Hapart from his piping ability, Bob was a lover of music
of all kinds, and more especially the classics. His beloved pipes, of
course, invariably took precedence over the other pursuits, but he loved
to sit and listen to "Aida", "Tanrmaser" and other works of the masters.

One of Bob's favourite slow airs, "The Prince in Exile", was his
own composition and it sounded best ... or, at least, so it seemed ... when
he played it one the pipes himself.

Cadet Pipe-Major John MacDonald and his brother, Cadet Pipe-
Corporal Murray MacDonald, together with Piper Gordon Whaley, WO II Larry
Smeaton, Sergcant John Galbraith, Drum-Sergeant Ian MacLeod, Drummer David
Tilston and Privatc Robert Mosley, in Full Highland Dress, acted as
pallbearers, and Pipe Major Edmund Esson, M.B.E., played "The Land o
The Leal" at the funeral service.

- Tan MacLeod -

IN MEMORY OF ROBERT R. STOKER:

DEDICATION:

It takes a special kind of folk
- With a special kind of love
For a special kind of music
To keep the sun from setting
On the hum-m-m of the Highland drone.

Have you ever played to a Rowan tree? Or to Robbie Burns? One
evening near Burns night we were gathered for a social hour and Piping after
a general meeting and Seb Nellies was playing tune after tune in his own
happy way. Suddenly, on a whimsical impulse, he turned and walked up to
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a bust of Robbie Burns on the mantel and sensitively played Burns old songs
to him, an inspiration only a Piper would dream up.

Thenthere was the delightful performance this Spring of Robert
Stoker of the Seaforth Highlanders Pipe Band. We had company at our home
that cey and I had Jjust told the story of the Rowan tree I had planted
several years ago. Picking up his pipes he went outside and played around
it very slowly, the sweet, swect song of The Rowan Tree, and no tree ever
had a more loving serenade. What better place to play The Rowan Tree?
As the music lingered in the air I looked ot the swelling buds of the
greening tree and discovered the first blossoms ready to open --- twelve
of them. : ' '

And there was the time Ed Esson ended a group of tunes with a
little surprise, the¢ old Scottish hymn tune of The Lord is my Shepherd.
My mind went right back to The Rowan Tree, to the last sweet verse ..

Oh! there arose my father's prayer, in holy evening's calm,

How sweet was then my mither's voice in the martyr's psalm.

Now a' are gane! we meet nae mair, aneath the Rowan tree;

But hallowed thoughts around three twine o' hame and infancy.
iy Oh! rowan tree!

I couldn't help thinking these tunes should go together sometimes,
‘this one following The Rowan Tree. ' '

After Robert Stoker played here that day I wrote this little story
for the Newsletter, and I now feel he would like to know his many friends
are rcading it, and recalling memories of their own of a proud Piper who
could play so beautifully. '

I had not known him long, but I soon found him to be & man of
very good taste in books and music. We werc talking once once of Pipers
and T said, "Do you know what I think is the nicest thing to see?"
Immediately he answcred, "A well-dressed Piper!" ;

‘Just before his illness I took my one and only Piobaireachd lesson
from him. I could tell he was a good teacher - what he had he wanted to
give, and in that lesson I learned more than just playing those notes, a
little treasury of knowledge. I looked forward to my next lesson, which
never came. He was so happy to be teaching Piobaireachq, and sharing his
love for the old Classics.

Now I can join his many pupils in appreciation of his "giving"
and a feeling of loss, the promise of what I could have learned, from one
who loved the purc Highland Classics, and loved teaching, so much. The
boys he taught in the Seaforth Armoury will miss the man who had just one
big heart for teaching, and welcomed all who came to him for help.

- Cathrine Paterson -
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uper gaelic"

SIDE DRUM

NYLON HEADS
fittad as standard
to ALL MODELS.
Vellum or plastic
heads svailable
at no extra
charge.

Again in 1965 Bands playing Carlton Gaelic Drums gain Ali l"; g
the premier awards at the World Pipe Championship in playing Carlton
Grade 1. Here are the winners in order of merit. Gaelic Drums

Muirhead & Sons, Edinburgh City Police, Invergordon
Distillery, Glasgow Police, Renfrew who also won the
coveted drumming prize.

Consult your dealer to-day or write for Souvenir Brochure to:

T o IR IEIEIBINE (CO), i ID)
Scottish Imports,
S5 4 Seymour Street,

JOHN KIRKWOOD

Highland Outfitters

5051, Paul St, West
VANCOUVER 2, B.C, ST. CATHARINES, ONTARIO

681-6616 684-2124
JOHN E. DATILTLAS & SONS.LLTD. Clifton Street LGN ON B RERE2
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LETTER FROM GRAIN:EERAND CAMPBELL LIMITED;

Anything that comes from the pen of Pipe Major Donald MacLeod is
eagerly absorbed by the piping fraternity and his latest release, a Bagpipe
Tutor and Record is up to his usual high standard.

This teaching method is absolutely revolutionary in its field,
in that the pupil can listen to the Pipe Major and study the tutor at the
same time.

Although it is intended primarily for the beginner the method will
prove useful to established teachers of the bagpipe.

Part One which is now available, at a cost of 32/~ - or $.00
plus postage 2/6d or .35¢ takes the pupil from the scale through a variety
of basic exercises to playing a 2/l March. As a sequence to this, Parts
Two, Three and Four all consisting of a tutor and record will be available
in December. Supplics may be obtained from Grainger and Campbell Ltd.

- George Grainger -
Grainger and Campbell Litd.
1191-1193 Argyle Streect,
Glasgow, C.3, Scotland
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FOR SALE - SURPLUS UNIFORMS:

The following articles are listed for sale:

8 green tunics @ $10.00

8 kilts - Cameron of Erracht @ $10.00
8 short plaids- " U @ $10.00
Ly long plaids- " L @ $10.00
6 hair sporrans @ %5.00
8 kilts - Crawford @ $10.00
8 short plaids " @ $10.00
8 waist belts @ $.50

8 sword belts @ $.50

8 Glengarry bonnets @ $1.00

The whole lot can be had for $,00.00. Bulk purchasers will be
given preference.

For information contact J. Munroc, P.M. Cameron Pipe Band,
1259 Island View Ave., Bellingham, Washington, 98225. P.M. Muarce would
like to make it clear that this is surplus gear, and the sale does not
indicate that the band is breaking up!
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SCOTTISH IMPORTS BY MAIL

2204 LITTLE LANE, ARDEN WILMINGTON 3, DELAWARE

PLEASE NOTE DATE CHALGES

BI-MONTHLY. COMPETITION JANUARY 28th

GENERAL MEETINGS FEBRUARY Ath and 25th
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