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S A L E A T C O S T J 

STOCK OF THE LATE GEO . N. GIBSON 

DRUMS: 
·CARLTON TENOR 
CARLTON BASS 
GAELIC SIDE 

*)50 . 00 
1s60. oo 
i~52 . 00 

Large Selec ti.on of Drums and Parts 

HIGHLAND R2GALIA: 

BAGPIPES: 

SPORH.ANS 
HOSE $8 . 00 

SPATS $5 .00 

BEST · HENDERSDN 
SMITHS 
HARDYS . 

. PAKISTAN 

BAL.MORALS 
GLENS 

$220 .00 
~65 . 00 
$174.00 
~~35 .00 . 

$3 . 00 
~p2 . 50 

Assorted Piping Books, Pipe Bags, Chanters , 
Miscellaneous Items 

TiLEPHONE : ,"':' . . CA .tl- 8165 · · . . . . . . 

CALL AT: -· . 3756 hfes t 3rd Avenue 
VANCOUVER-' B.C. 
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THIRTIETH ANNUAL GATHERING 

The British Columbia Pipers' Association held its 30th Annual 
Gathering on Saturday, March 24th, at the Seaforth Armoury. Over 60 
competitors were entereq in solo competition, .as well as those .who played 
with the 8 quartettes and 5 miniature pipe bands • . 

The chief judge of the day was Pipe Major John Wilson, of 
Toronto, Ontario, and judge of the short le.ets was Pipe Major Donald 
MacKenzie, of Powell River. 

We were honoure_d to have Pipe Maj .or Wilson with us this year. 
He is universally regarded as a leading performer, composer, teacher, 
judge and authority, and it was a great privilege for us to meet with 
him. P. M. Wilson met with the members at a Ceilidh held on March 
22nd, in the band room at the Seaforth Armoury. Here he gave a fine 
exhibition of his masterful skill, which was greatly appreci ated by the 
enthusiastic audience. It is hoped that Pipe Major Wilson will be able 
to visit British Columbia again. 

We were also pleased to see a f ew distant visitors at our 
gathering. James Young, of Perth, was able to attend, and gave a very 
enjoyable performance in t he compe titions. James by now is well lmown 
to our members, and it is hoped that he will be able to visit us again 
before retumi.ng to Scotland. James Thomson, from Los Angeles, attended, 
and was entered in the Open events . Mr , Hugh Macpherson, President of 
Hugh Macpherson Ltd., Highland Outfitters, was visiting the West Coast 
on bmriness, and was able to attend. Mr. Macpherson, who is a Councilla» 
of Edinburgh, is the President of the Scottish Pipe Band Association, 

The prize winners were as follows: 

Junior Arateur Piobaireachd: 
1. Bobby MacDonald 2. Larry Gillett 

Amateur Piobaireachd : 
1. Rae Marie Macinnes 2 . David Ireiand (Bellingham) 
3. Gordon Ross {Victoria ) 

Senior Amateur Oid Highland Airs: 
1. William P2.t erson (Bellingham) 2. James Coubrough 

Novice Marches: 
1. Laurie Mc Il vena 2. Garry MacBride 3. John Mager 
4, Ross Lamont 
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Juvenile Marches: 
1. Stephen Geddes (Victoria) 2 . Michael l'facinnes 
3. Barbara MacArthur 4. Robert Heggie 

Juvenile Strathspeys and Reels : 
1. John MacLeod 2. Barbara MacArthur 3. Theresa Macinnes 
4. St ephen Geddes 

Junior Amateur.Marches: 
1. Bobby MacDonald 2. Larry Gillott 3. Gordon Whaley 

Junior Amateur Strathspeys and Ree ls : 
1. Bobby MacDonald 2. Larry Gillott 3. David MacKenzie 

Junior Quartettes: 
1. Kiwanis Boys Pipe Band (leader - Peter MacNeil) 
2. Optimist Junior Boys Pipe Band 
3. Kiwanis I3oys Pipe Band ( leader - L. Gillott) 

Amat eur Marches: 
1. Rae Marie ctacinnes 2. Billy Elder 3. Al ex Young 

Amateur Strathspeys· and Ree ls : 
1. Rae Marie Mac Innes 2. Gordon Ross (Victoria) 3. Arnie Stone 

Open Piobaireachd: 
1. James Young (Perth) · 2. Fred MacLeod (Powe ll River) 

'old Highland Airs - Veterans 60 and over: 
1. Seb. Nellies 

Open Marches: 
1. James Young (Perth) 2 . Fred MacLe od (Powell River) 
3. Dave Westie (Powell River) 

Open Strathspeys and Reel; (Highland Dancing) 
1. Marilyn Merry 2. Donna Fraser 3. Sharyn Miles 

Senior Quartettes: 
1. Seafort h Highlanders of Canada (P. Sgt . H. Aird) 
2 . Mac:'1illan, Bloedel & Powell River (P .M. Dave Wes tie) 
3 , Vancouver City Police Pipe Band (P.M. Wm . Baird) 

Open Strathspeys and Reels : 
1. Fred MacLeod (Powell River) 2. James Young (Perth) 
3. Dave Westie (Powell River) 



- 5 -

Miniature Pipe Band Competition: 

Open Jigs: 

1. MacMillan, Bloedel & Powell River Pipe Band . 
2 . Seaforth Highl anders of Canada Pipe Band 

1. James Young (Perth) 2 . Dave Westie (Powell River) 
J. James Thomson (Los Ange l es) 

Trophy Winners_: 

Mac iver Memorial Trophy: Bobby MacDonald & Rae Marie Mac Innes (tie) 

MacCrimrnon Memorial Trophy: James Young 

Lauri e Trophy: James Young 

Henders on Trophy: James Young 

Walter Douglas Trophy: Seaforth High l anders of Canada 

Nicholson Tr ophy: Rae Marie Maclnnes 

Alex Lobban Trophy: Bobby MacDonald 

Tait 's Jewellers Trophy: MacMillan , Bl oedel & Powe ll River 

Cabar Fei dh Tr ophy: Rae Mari e Mac lnnes 

Alan MacNab Memorial Trophy: Seb . Ie llies 

Gord_on Sinclair Memorj_al Trophy : Bobby MacDonald 

Mrs. C. M. Crawford Trophy : MacMillan, Bl oedel & Powell River 

K, Nicholson Willis Trophy: Stephen GeddeN 

Mrs. Walter Douglas 'Trophy: Ki wanis Boys I Band (P.M. P. MacNeil) 

We are extremely grateful to all of those wh o helped make the 
Annual Gathering a success: the Donors , the Seaforth Highlanders of 
Canada and t heir Commanding Officer, Lt . Col. David Fairweather, 
the Sergeants I Mess, Jack MacGregor and his cr ew of caretakers, Al. 
Baillie and his Committee of Stewarts , John Wilson, and of course, 

· all competitors and spectators. 
- 0 -





15 SUNNYDALE DRIVE, TORONTO 18, ONTARIO 

JOHN GILlvf OUR, 
.BElmont l ~ 3596 

JAS. McRAE, 
ME.lrose 5-6088 

WE .REPRESENT LE.A, DING MAKERS OF A LL HIGHL...A.ND .EQUIPMENT 
AND HIGH .LA;ND DRESS• PIPE BAND AND DRESS UNIFORMS• BAGPIPES BY ALL 
LEADING 1\/JA KE RS •ALL PIPING REQUIREMENTS• FULLY TESTED REEDS 
DRUMS 1\ND DRUMM ERS SUPPLIES ....•..• • 

No. 1, Nylon & Piastic heads $ 6. 50 • Bass Drum Collars Stee1 reenforced. $6.00 

Practice Chanters from 

Cairngorm from $6.00 

WE ALSO HAVE A LARGE STOCK OF MUSIC BOOKS, SCOTTISH NOVELTIES, 
STERLING SILVER CELTIC JEWELLERY,CLAN CRESTS, TIES, SC.ARVES, 
CL.AN MAPS AND BOOKS, ETC. 

PRICE LISTS FORWARDED IMMEDIATELY UPON REQUEST. 

Bagpipes Reeds - Clan Crests Scotti2h Novelties 
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THE HA PP Y DAYS Strathspey Roderick Mac Kay 
Glasgow 

~-1, 'i'E'll,mu1, Ji1111J[Uf1l$b1fflu1£§?Jwf 
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The 

College of Piping 

THE COLLEGE OF PIPING 

20 0TAGO STREET, 

GLASGO.·w, W.2. 

TELEPHONE No. 
KELVIN 3587. 

•••••• gives a service to Pipers everywhere. 

BAGPIPES AND ACCESSORIES 
from Grainger and Campbell, R. G.Hardie, 
P.=ter Henderson and R. G. Lawrie, Selected 
by experts and speedily dispatched to any 
part of the world • 

• • • • Matched chanters a specialty. 

REEDS •• ,. •••• chosen and tested (sm.all numbers only). 

ALL PiPE MUSIC AND RECORDINGS, including ••••• •• 
11,THE PIPING TIMES" 

$2. 50 yearly. Every month from the hub of 
Piping. 

"THE COLLEGE TUTOR" 
Part 1- $1.50 (Postage 15f). Enjoy the 
benefits of a College Education. 

11 THE SEUMAS MacNEILL COLLECTION11 

$ 1. 50 (Postage 101). Be st since 
Willie Ross. 

11SURVEY OF PIPING11 

$9. 50 (Postage included). Tape recording 
by Pipe Major J(?HN MacLELLAN and 
SEUMAS MacNEILL 

Write for ·Gatalogue to: 

the College of Piping 

20 OTAGO STREET GLASGOW , W. 2. 

SCOTLAND 

,, ~. 
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ROBERT THOMSON 

of LJEICJESTER 
MAKERS OF THE WORLD'S BEST REEDS, CHANTERS AND DRONES, 

OFFERS INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION TO A LL ORDERS. 

SOMETHING NO~ SOMETHING 100 YEARS OLD. THOMSON RESEARCH HAS REPRO-
NEW 11! DUCED THE IDEAL DRONES - BETTER TONE AND STEADIER TUNING. 

TENOR REED JOINTS (26 /-) BASS REED JOINTS (27 /-} MOUNTS EXT RA. * SPEEDY AIR MAIL REED SERVICE TO CANADA AND U.S.A. 

SILVERTONE PIPE REEDS 7 /6 EACH. THOMSON PIPE CHANTERS FROM .(6-10-0. 
HIGHLAND JEWELLERY - KINLOCH ANDERSON. PRENIER & CARLTON 
DRUMS - RUDIMENT NYLON HEADS - ALL ACCESSOR IES. 

SEND FOR FREE LISTS 

Bagpipes - Reeds - Drums 

S iGURD AARLI . 

ROBERT THOMSON, M, A, 

39 CARDINAL'S WALK, LEICESTER 

Slow Marcb Donald Sutherland 
Glide Oregon 
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DRUM HEADS 
1 'MRAWCA, PREMIER CALF, EVERPLAY PLASTIC, NEW £VAN PLASTIC WITH 

1 i FIBER GLASS HOOPS. (FIRST QUALITY NYLOH) . 

(
~-( 

( WIRE SHARES TO F(T ANY ORUM, TOP OR BOTTOM, DRU M BELTS , LEG RESTS , 

DRUM MAJOR MACES, EVERYTHING FOR TH£ DRUMMER. YOU NAME IT , J 

HA VE (T. OON'T WAIT. WRITE TODAY FOR PRICE LIST TO ••••• • ••••• 

61 DRUM MAJOR JOHN KIRKWOOD 
DUNKELD AV£ ., ST. CAT~f'RINES. ONT. 
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PIPING IN BYGO:l\lE VICTORIA 

Some time ago, Wm. H. Brown contributed to the News letter an 
excerpt from the records of the Sir William Wallace Society of Victoria, 
dealing with the Highland Games held on August 29th, 1891. Happily, 
further records have been brought together, and the present writer has 
been favoured with the loan of this very interesting historical material . 

pipes, 
up the 
noted. 

The Society very clearly fostered piping, selections on the 
along with Highland dancing and Scottish songs, frequently making 
evening's entertainment. Even the names of the tunes are sometimes 

\ 

It must have been a red-letter day for the society pipers when 
they gathered at the wharf to help welcome the Governor-General of Canada, 
Lord Aberdeen and his Lady, on November 3rd, 1894 . Appropriately, they 
played 11 Cock or the North11 • At the civic reception in the evening, the 
pipers again were in attendance. 

A sad itBm in 1896 deals with the passing of Murdo MacLachlan, 
formerly a piper i n the Ninety-third Highlanders. He was l aid to rest 
to the strains of 11 The Land o I the Leal11 • 

Pipers' names are given in these carefully written records : 
Geddes, Robertson, McDonald, Munro, Anderson, McKenzie, Weir, Taylor, 
Glenn. It is hardly possible that any of these men are alive today, but 
their names should be honoured. for the part they played in keeping the 
pipes to the fore in Victoria towards the end of the century. 

Unrelated to the above, but concerning piping in early Victoria, 
a few years ago a local paper featured an article about a piper, a Waterloo 
veteran, who held forth in the pioneer days. Unfortunately, the clipping 
was lost, and the date of the newspaper had not been noted. Ar.:iyhow, it 
appears that Victoria never has been without its pipers, though in the 
early days, what with the then remoteness of the area, and the slowness of 
communication, the replenishing o.f reeds and other accessories likely 
presented some difficulty • 

YARN: 

- James A. Berry -
Secretary Treasurer 
Vancouver Island Pipers 1 Society 

A couple of volatile American ladies, passengers on a bus in the 
Highlands, were enjoying themselves immensely. 

11 My, some scenery", enthused one to her companion. 11 This is 
Prince Charlie country, you know . Here's a village, and listen to the 
bagpipes . How romantic! 11 

A native in the seat ahead turned to face them. 11 That iss 
not the pipes at all, leddies 11 , he admonished . 11 Och, no . What you will 
be hearing iss just Colin Cameron 1 s sawmull! 11 



A Collection of BAGPIPE MUSIC 

by DONALD SUTHERLAND, of Portland, Oregon. 

Published. by Hugh Mac Pherson (Scotland) Limited, 

of Edinburgh, Scotland . and Darnley , Stirling . 

An interesting and varied · collection of original tunes 

gathered from all around the world. 

NOW AVAILABLE 

Send all orders to : 
Donald Sutherland, 
Box 355 , · 
Glide, Oregon, 
U.S . A. 

Price : $ l. 25 

{ including postaP~) 
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COMPOSITION CONTEST: 

We are pleased to announce that the Com"[>)'Bition Contest recently 
concluded was considerably successful. Thirty-five tunes in all were 
submitted, which is gratifying, considering that the contest was somewhat 
-of an experiment, being conducted for the first time. 

The winners of the various classes are as follows: 

March: Davie Westie, Powell River, B.C. ·- "Drum Major George Pryde" 

Strathspey, Reel or Jig: Roderick MacKay, Glasgow, Scotland 
"The Happy Days" (Strathspey) 

Slow Marches or Retreats: Donald Sutherland, Glide, Oregon. 
11 Sigurd Aarli" (Slow March) 

Top tune in contest: Roderick MacKay - 11 The Happy Days" 

Honourable Mention: . 
Peter George, Victoria, B.C. 
Davie West, Powell River, B.C. 

- 11 Meg George 11 (March) 
- "East Belfast Pipe Band11 

(March) 

We extend our congratulations to all of the winners, and . · 
especially to Roderick MacKay. We were pleased to see such a large entry 
from outside of British Columbia. The members were fortunate to hear 
Pipe Major Westie play his winning tune at the Annual Gathering, and it 
is hoped that the other winning tunes ~ill be played at one of our functions 
in the near future. 

You might be interested in seeing a breadown of the types of 
tunes submitted in each class: .. 

March: (17) 2/h's - 10, 6/8 1s - 7. 

Strathspeys, Reels & Jigs: (8) 
Strathspeys - 2 
Reels - 1 
Jigs - S 

Slow Marches and Retr.eats. (10) 
Slow Marches - 8 
R~treats - 2 
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We believe that these statistics are rather interesting , insofar 
as they reflect quite accurately the rel.ctive interest taken in the various 
forms of the small music of the pipes. Considering the great upsurge 
in the popularity of jig music in the last few years, it is not at all 
surprizing that five out of the eight dances entered were jigs. 

We would like to thank the judges of the contest : Edmund Esson , 
James MacMillan and Donald Murray. These stalwarts had the extremely 
difficult task of sifting through quite a variety of styles of music 
transcription, and had to try to play the tunes as the composers intended 
them to be played. 

The Strathspey "The Happy Days" and the Re treat "Sigurd Aarla. 
are reprinted in this issue, and the March "Drum Major George Pryde" 
will appear in next month 1s Newsletter . 

- 0 -

BI-MONTHLY COMPETITION - April 13th. 

The next Bi-Monthly Competition will be held on April 13th, 
in the Lecture Room, at the Seaforth Armoury. 

We would ask all competitors and spectators to be prompt. 
The competitions will commence at 8:00 p.m. 

The following events will be held: 

Novice Strathspeys and Reels: 
Juvenile 6/8 Marches 
Junior Jigs 
Arna t eur Marches 
Senior Amateur Old Highland Airs . 

-O-

Have you paid your annual dues? Only $2 . 00 

If not, s:and them to the Treasurer, Wm. McAdie, 

- 0 -

3288 East 27th Ave. 
Vancouver, B. C. 
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:Scotland~ 

* Piper Suppli e s 

* Scottis·h Gifts 

_* Highland D1·e s s 

wJew e lry 

lit Books 

* Shirts 

* Robes 

* Travel Rugs-

ouse 

• _,.... 1w ,,.~ ............... ----· -----.1~ 

It Leis l'lTE' Ja eke t s 

* 1 a rt~ n T i e s 

* D ancing Sandals 

* Practi ce R ecords 
( sc·ottish Official 

Boa r d) 

* Gifts 

* D a ncers D r ess 

*Gift Items 

· Catalogue Available on Request 

950 Geary Street San Francisco, California 
Shop Hours . 

Monday thru Thursday ____ · _______ _ _ 9 : 3 0 a • m. to li: 0 0 p. _m ~ 
.9:30 a.m. to l:00_a , m. · 

----------------.,.-• :5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.rri. ·· 
Friday and Saturday 
Sunday . 

Telephone: PRospect 6-6445 



- 16 .. 

OUR HONORARY VICE PRESIDENT - JOHN M. ROBERTSON, D.C.M. 

John MacIntosh Robertson wa~ born in a small village in Perthshire 
called Logie Almond, near the town of Nethven. He was one of eleven 
children, eight of whom still survive, and are well up in years . 

John embarked on his piping career at the age of fifteen: He 
was taught the rudiments by a piper Robert Kettles, and in his later years 
as a pupil took instruction from a retired Pipe Major Macdonald, of the 
Royal Highlanders. He claims much of his knowledge was acquired on his 
own, from Glen's Tutor and from those he associated with during the First 
War. 

John Robertson came to Canada in 1905. He first worked at 
railway construction in Northern Ontario, during the time the Northern 
Ontario Railroad was developing the area known as Cobalt, He left Ontario• 
and came to Edmonton, Alberta in 1906. John was engaged in similar work 
in Alberta up until 1914, when he went to Ottawa and enlisted as a pipe~ . 
in the Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry. He ex.plains that you 
had to go to Ottawa to join the army at this time. 

The Battalion proceeded overseas that year, and during the bitter 
fighting at Vimy Ridge in 1915, Piper John Robertson was awarded the· 
Distinguished Conduct Medal. On May 8th, John and a regimental officer, 
Major Galt, rescued two stretcher bearers and a wounded soldier under fire. 
The stretcher bearers had been retrieving the wounded soldier, when they 
were struck down by heavy rifle and machine gun fire. For their valour 
in rescuing their three comrades, Major Galt was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Order, and John Robertson received the Distinguished Conduct Medal. 
Piper Robertson was also wounded during this incident. 

After demobilization Piper Robertson returned to Edmonton in 
1919, and worked for the Canadian Northern Railroad, which later amalgamated 
with the Grand Trunk Pacific , to form the Canadian National Railways. 
In 1920, he married Mary Jane Smith, a lass from Kirkenbrite, near Glasgow. 

John began teaching in 1926 - the beginning of a teaching . 
career that will be very hard to match in the Edmonton area In 1928, 
the St. Andrews and Caledonian Society along with the Gaelic :Society 
appointed a band committee to form a pipe band. This committee, headed 
by John Robertson, organized the Edmonton Boys Pipe Band, which is still 
in existence today. He was the Pipe Major and sole piping instructor of 
this qand from 1928 to 1945. 

John Robertson taught in his own home after working hours, and 
never once accepted payments for his teaching. A boy would come for a 
lesson (he had to be on time, and he had better have practised) , and during 
the lesson, John was all teacher. Despite the fact that the boy may have had 
a particularly severe lesson, and there were plenty, John always had a kind 
word and an apple for the boy at the conclusion of the lesson. Personally 
I always felt I had learned. something when I walked out of his house. 
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Friday was band night for the Edmonton Boys Pipe Band. The 
newest member of the band would always be careful to do things correctly, 
since he was placed in the front rank, next to Pipe Major Robertson. 
I clearly recall that on the first occasion when I practised with the band, 
the Pipe Major vigorously used the end of his shoe to indicate that I 
was out of step. The tremendous respect the boys had for John can be 
verified by any of his many former pupils. 

In 1945; Pipe Major Robertson retired from the Canadian National 
Railways, and moved to Vancouver Island, where he now resides with his wife . 
He has a home at Shawnigan Lake, which he calls 11 $truan11 , after his clan 
headquarters. 

Pipe Major Robertson has always had a very keen interest in our 
Association. Even before he moved to British Columbia, John was well 
acquainted with the local pipers, for his annual vacations were almost 
always spent at the Caledonian Games. In past years, pupils of his 
competed at thes e games, and in several instanc es enjoyed suc cess . William 
Lockie , now of Victoria, was one of these pipers, and is still making 
himself heard on the Pacific Coast . 

In 1958, John Robertson was appointed Honorary Vice President 
of the B.C. Pipers ' Association, which positions he still holds. 
This appoin-bment indicates what great respect John is held in amongst 
the local piping fraternity. 

Despite the fact that rheumatism has crippled i:J:ohn, and he is 
forced to navigate with two canes, he is always present at piping functions, 
both on Vancouver Island and in Vancouver, a remarkable feat for a man 
who will be 82 years old in August. 

John is quick to point out t hat longevity is a family trait , for 
he has five brothers and two sisters alive, whose ages range from 70 to 
87. 

In conclusion, I wish to say, as a former pupil, what a privilege 
it has been to have.had the opportunity to· l earn from Pipe Major John 
Robertson, who i n my opinion is the finest example of a dedicated piper 
and enthusiast. 

- Albert J, Duncan -

- 0 -



BAGPIPES BY R.G. HARfilE 
P. HENDERSON, R.G. LAWiilE 

JAS.. ROBERTSON 

CARLTOlll GAELIC & PREMIER DRUMS 
• 
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Royal-Seo 
Triple S ccess ~ 

}t WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
FIRST, MUIRHEADS. 

ALL-IRELAND CHAl'-APIONSHIP 
EQUAL FI RST - 29th OLD BOY S AN D BALLY COAN 

CANADIAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
FIRST IN THE SECOND GRADE - CANA DI AN GEN ERAL ELECTRIC. 

21+ Strand top snares, four-way adjustable, 
st rai ght-1 ay or t hrow-off bot t om snares; 
unbre ak able hoops and brackets are just 
four of the winni ng featur es of this new 
pipe band speci al, The drum that helps 
you win Champion ships, 

t' rom dealer, in 91 rnuntrics. Colour Brochure Free. 
Sr•,· yo11r dculr ·, or tcritr· fo r co/0 11r /Jrncl111r(' tu 

CA NADA MUSIC SUPPLY LTD. 
-t7:2 lk La11 z011 Strl·d . \l011 tn •,il. ()m·. 
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AVAILABLE IN MAY 

PRICE: $ 1. 50 (Postage 10~) 

Early orders will ensure early dispatch. 

All orders to the compiler and publisher: 
PIPE MAJOR DONALD MacLEOD 
FORT GEORGE , 
INVERNESS , SHIRE, 
SCOTLAND. 
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:Ro6ert C.Jilcltrist 
SCOTTISH IMPORTS BY MAIL 

2204- LITTLE LANE~ ARDEN WILMINGTON 3, DELAWARE 

LETTER FRCM PIPE MAJOR DONALD MacLEOD: 

Please accept my thanks for the latest ed.i tion of the Newsletter -
apparently fast becoming something more than just an inqtitution. 

I am enclosing this copy of one of my latest compositions, 
which has grown very popular since I included it in a broadcast last 
month . please use it if you desire . 

Jig composition, as we all know, is very much a 
11

tongue in the 
cheek

11 
business, and he is a fortunate corrrposer, 1.-Jho produces a tune, 

especially a jig, which will please half the pipers half of the time. 
However, I find all my musical fun in jigs, and am very satisfied if I 
can pass a modicum of that fun on to others. 

please convey, through the Newsletter, my warmest regards to 
all B.C. pipers, and the never failing enthusiasts. 

- Donald MacLeod -

- 0 -
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PIPE MAJOR ALICK JOHNSTON 

~he death, at 75 years ?f age, of Pipe Major Alick Johnston, which 
took place · suddenly,. owing to a heart attack, at his home at 8029 Osler 
Street, on March 30th, recalls a link with a few of the older generation of 
pipers who are still with us, and recalls to hundreds of citizens one who was 
a gifted musician in all classes of bagpipe music. 

Alick was born in Aberfoyle, Scotland, the son of Alexander Johnston, 
a leading piper at that time. Alick received his tuition in the art of piping 
from the famous Johnnie MacColl, Oban. At the Highland Gatherings in Sc otland, 
when a young man, Alick won many of the leading prizes, competing as an 
Amateur against the best class of pipers. 

Arriving in Vancouve·r in 1910, fre competed in "Open Competition", and 
was a regular competitor at the Caledonian Games, where for years he won many of 
the first prizes. As early as 1914, the ·MacLean Pipe Band, of which he was 
Pipe Major, won the General Stewart Trophy, a much sought after prize. He 
was also the first piper to have his name engraved on the MacCrimmon Memorial 
Trophy, competing in the Open Piobaireachd at the B.C. Pipers' Annual Meet, in • 
1933. In Western Canada he was conceded to be pre-eminent in "Ceol Mor", 
as well as the other classes of pipe music. His playing was unique in its 
tunefulness, perfect execution, and delicate touch. He had the opportunity 
in his youth to listen to such fine pl ayers as John Maccoll~ Oban, Angus 
MacRae, Callander, MacDougall Gillies, Glasgow, D.C. Mather; Lochcarron and 
other greats of that day, but many believe that his own natural genius was 
responsible for much of his extraordinary skill. Many also claim that in thie 
part of the world, his playing has never been surpassed in his own day, or 
in later times. 

Alick Johnston joined the Vancouver Police Department in 1917, 
having been a merriber of the Point Grey Municipality Fire Department for some 
years. On the retiral of Pipe Maj or Duncan MacTavish from the Police Pipe 
Band in 1936, Alic k became Pipe ifajor, and was for many years successful in 
Pipe Band competitions. 

After retiring from the Police Department, he never r eturned to 
the competitive platform, nor did he play, except on very few occasions - far 
too few, for the admirers of the playing of the Alick Johnston of former 
years. 

Not only in piping did Alick excel~. He could give a good account 
of himself as an athlete i n sprints, jumps and shot put. For some years he 
made the best of them step lively in the "hundred years''. 
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The funeral of Alick Johnston took place on Wednesday, April 4th, 
from the Simmons & McBride Funeral Chapel to the family pkt in Forest Lawn 
Cemetry, Rev. H. Lennox, D.D. officiating. It was the largest seen here 
in some time, and was attended by many pipers and other old friends, who 
knew Alick when he devoted. himself seriously to competitive piping . 

His death leaves a blank in the world of old time pipers, but his 
name will be handed down as one of the greatest players of his generation . 
He is survived by a sister, Mrs. Win. MacDonald, one niece, and two nephews, 
to whom our deepest sympathy is expressed. As was most fitting, the music 
he loved sounded his coronach. Pipe Major Wm . Baird and three pipers from 
the Vancouver Police Pipe Band, played at the funeral home and at the cemetery, 

- Roderick MacLeod 
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SUMMER;, GAMES : 

The dates of the various Highland Gatherings to be held this s~ill1le r 
are as follows: 

Bellingham: 
Por-r, land: 
Nanaimo: 
Victoria: 
Seattle: 
Vancouver: 

June 9th 
July 7th 
July 14th 
July 28th 
August 4th 
August 11th 

More details concerning all games will be announced at a later date . 
All of the games mentioned, except those at Bel],.ingham, are held under the 
auspices of the Pac.ific International Highland Games Association . 
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SEATTLE PIPERS ' and DRUMMERS' STAG: 

The Eleventh Annual Pipers' and Drummers' Stag was held on Ma.rch 17th, 
in the Windsor Room, New Washington Hotel, Seattle. After an ·excellent dinner, 
competitions were held, and the following persons were judged winners: 

Novice Marches 
Amateur Marches 
Seattle & Vicinity Cornpetition:i 
Junior Boys Quartets 
Drumming Competition 
Profe ssional Jigs 
Professional Slow Airs 
Senior Quartets 
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Colin MacRae 
Wm. Paterson 
Fred Whyte 
Se<?-f.orth Cadets 
Seaforth Highlanders of Car:;:, :t:. 
David Wilson 
Albert Duncan 
Vancouver City Police 
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FOR ALL YOUR PIPING REQUIREMENTS ! 

BAGPIPES · DRUMS 
UNIFORMS 

HIGHLAND DRESS 

GRAINGIR and CAMPBHl 
l (!"l(Orporcmni; Dunc::m MacRae & 

Sor,-Estab/ishea 1897 j 

GLASGOW, SCOTLAND 

Contracto rs t o H .M. Go vern

ment and overseas and local 

governments 

ANNUA.L MEETING - 1~PRIL 27th , 1962. 

Enqui ies answered promptly 

Quotations given- without 

The nnnual Meeting Will be hel d on Friday , npril 27t h . i n t he 
band room at t he Seaf or th Ar moury . This is t he most imoortant mee ti ng 
of the year, and you ar e s t r ong l y urged t o attend. 

The order of busine s s wi l l be as fo llows : 

Report of President 
?eport of Treas ur er 
Report of Trustee-s 
El ection of President 
Election of Vice Pr es j_dent · 
El ection of Boar d of Directors 
Election of Auditor s 
Motions 

Remember - Friday, Apr il 27th ilnnual Meeting 

- 0 -



.,. 

- J.,. 

"1HE" PIPE 81/NO ff PECIIIL/i Tf/ 
Over thirty years in the business of supplying Bagpipes, 
Drums, and outfitting Individuals and Pipe Bands throughout 
the American Continent. 

:-:-:-: 

MlltPH£Rf'oAI }r t?ttt:trt:xtr::::rtt:t?:t::::tt::::i:::::tt::t:?:t:?t:t::::t:::: r~l~ftt?tt:r:tt:tt:?:?:?:::t?t 
13/Jf:PIPE~ I PR/lel7et C'IIIINTERt' {/ 

i!~!U The use of thoroughly seasoned materials, 
expert craftsmanship and careful inspection, 
assures you of getting the finest instruments 
on the market today. 

WORLD'S CHAMPIONSHIP •••• 6 TIMES 
European, British and Scottish Championships 
many times since 1947. WHAT A RECORD.' 

Improve your Pipe Section with our matched 
"Macpherson" Pipe Chanters. 

O~UM9 'Jf 
·.· .··· 

·-:-: ,:-

Carlton Super Gaelic .•••• 
Premier Royal Scot. 

Available from stock. All accessories. 

--t' A KllT 8Y MAePH6€S'ON/ 
YOUR PROUDEST POSSESSION 
Six full time Kilt Makers ••..•.. 

•:-:-:-

•.-:-: 

:-: •:-: 
·.· : •:• 
-:-:-:-

:-: -·-

• • • • • • Hundreds of Tar t ans to chaos e from. 
Con.tra ctors to H. M. Canadian Government. 

INT€£!gr&o IN I/NY OF THt A80V£.? 
WRITE roo,4y /'or P.2/C6S1- r/lRTHE/2 l)ETAltf' o,,J'/IMPtB'.: 

Hugh Macp!~~!,!rts Limite <::c;z, . J~:;@,;'. ,.· .. 
231 Lake Street, St. Catharines, Ontario , ,,::t!~f ,i~~JfX 

Assodated ~U~H s;~~;:::::::~:::LAN D) LTD. . ... ··.··· .,, ,; , ;f {lt~j{Jltkt , , .... 
Bagpipe and Kilt Makers - Highland Outfitters _/_.· ..... 

Tel. CAL. 4008 
17 West Maitland St. (Western Continuation of Princes Street) Edinburgh 12, Scotland 
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268 St. Paul Street 
St. Catharines, Ontario 
(opposite the Leonard Hotel) 

ScoTTISH SttoP 
LIMITED 

AUTHENTIC IMPORTED TARTANS 
KILTS • LADIES' PLEATED SKIRTS • TARTAN SUITS 

TARTAN STOLES & SCARVES • TARTAN SHIRTS, TIES & BELTS 
CASHMERE COATS • CHILDREN'S WEAR IN TARTANS - WOOLLEN SWEATERS 

AUTO RUGS • DRESSING GOWNS • HANDBAGS · GLOVES & SHOES 
SCOTTISH JEWELLERY · SOUVENIRS · NOVEL TIES 

COMPLETE PIPE BAND OUTFITTERS 
RECORDS 

SEND FOR YOUR FREE PRICE LIST 

THE CLUNY MACPHERSON CO. 
MU 5-8619 

ANNUAL MEETING fiPRIL 27th 

BI-MONTHLY APRIL 13th 
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